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ANOTHER WELCOME 
EXAMPLE OF 


fi ne 
crafisma nsbip 
IN JOINERY BY 


The illustration shows the Saloon Bar of the 

London Hotel. The Architect responsible for 

the rebuilding was Percy H. Banks, F.R.I.B.A., . . 

F.R.I.C.S., F.1.Arb., Architect and Surveyor Le ee 

for Messrs. Whitbread & Co. Ltd. Square Works, 1x4 South: Church 
Road, Southend-on-Sea. 


T H H = f 5 Builders, when you require woodwor< 
I he London Hotel, Southend, is a notable Whitbread house —_— SS SS , sdahoeon Nidund aneirnoaaciae. 
which has been rebuilt after bomb damage; it embodies all 

the comfort, dignity and fitness for purpose which charac- = . fl Loughton 295. 
terises the hostelrics of these famous brewers. ‘The joinery E Mt 


is by Fosters, of whom it has been said : ‘‘ They can always F @) S T E R S 


be relied upon to keep alive that spirit of fine craftsmanship 4 —— "3 i (WOODWORKERS) LTD 
which—in spite of, or perhaps because of , mass production a ge a. | SMART'S LANE 
—is winning more friends and a keener appreciation with pe! ft | Lane LOUGHTON « ESSEX 


MONOPHALT 


(recistereo) 


THE MASTICS FOR 


ROOFING, DAMPCOURSES, FLOORING, ETC. 


COMPLYING WITH rpigan STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS 
LIED AND 


THE FRENGH ASPHALTE CO. 


WHOSE BUSINESS !S INCORPORATED WITH THAT OF 


HIGHWAYS CONSTRUCTION LTD. 


IDDESLEIGH HOUSE, CAXTON STREET, LONDON, PHONE: ABBEY 4366 


uw 
— Country Houses, Hotels, Schools, Town 
qs Halls, .etc., please telephone 


Telephone: LOUGHTON 295 
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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE SALTIRE SOCIETY’S Medals for 1952 have been 
awarded to Mr. Basil Spence and to Mr. A. G. Fury. p. 2 


THE BRITISH ARCHITECTS’ CONFERENCE, which 
closed in Edinburgh on Saturday last, is reported. p. 3 


FURT HER CORRESPONDENCE on the place of the quantity 
surveyor in building operations 1s given. p. 6 


THE AWARDS in the architectural competitions for petrol filling 
stations are announced. p. 25 


THE VICE-PRESIDENTS, Hon. Secretary and Hon. Treasurer 
of the R.I.B.A. were elected on Tuesday. p. 26 


ELEVEN OF THE TWELVE pilot district heating schemes 
have now been started, according to a statement in Parliament 
by Mr. Marples on June ya 9 Ge 


THE PROPHECY that prefabricated buildings to the annual 
value of £50-£100 million would be exported in 10 years’ time 
was made at_Leicester by Mr. Eccles, Minister of Works. 

p. 29 


THE LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL’S housing estimates 
for 1952-53 total £2im., an increase of £500,000 over last 
year. p. 30 


“AMENDMENTS to the R.I.B.A. Standard Form of Contract 
have been approved by the Councils of the R.I.B.A. and of the 
National Federation. p. 31 





UNDERTONES AT EDINBURGH 


‘THE British Architects’ Conference, just ended at Edin- 
burgh, was a brilliant meeting which will go down in 
the annals as an unqualified success. The weather was such 
as to show the city in various moods and lights and the presence 
in Holyrood-house- of the Queen lent an aura of excitement 
and gave additional colour to the Conference proceedings. 


Yet, behind the harmonious high lights of the Conference 
picture, lay undertones slightly more sombre in character. 
Architects would do well to study them carefully, particularly 
the contribution to discussion of the paper on “The Archi- 
tect’s Contribution to Housing, 1952,” made by the Chief 
Architect to the Ministry of Housing and Local Government. 


It has been said by people lately that the back of the housing 
programme has been broken and that a fresh analysis of needs 
would show this clearly. This is not Mr. Forshaw’s view, 
which is that the demand over the next 10 to 20 years will be 
for four to five million new houses. “ If we cannot improve the 
pace—and indications are that materials, labour and finance 
will be difficult for years to come—we shall have to adopt 
some extraordinary new form of construction ; we shall have 
to accept a considerable degree of standardisation, and seek 
variety in building largely in variety of heights, in more 
compact building, in width of roads and, above all, in more 
pleasant approaches to our houses.” These words no doubt 
allude to Mr. Macmillan’s intention to develop non-traditional 
building as an ancillary to normal forms of housing. Already 
considerable pressure is being brought to bear on housing 
authorities and their architects to make increased use of 
non-traditional types. The announcement by Mr. Eccles, 
Minister of Works, that he foresees a future export value of 
prefabricated buildings of between {£50 million and {100 
million annually lends additional significance to the subject. 


This presents the building industry with a challenge which 
it must not ignore. Architects as a profession have had all 
too little to do with the design of non-traditional houses and 
for that reason, in part, most types contain features which do 
not commend themselves to the sensitive architect. Mr. 
Forshaw’s words, later endorsed by other speakers, seem 
to read as a warning that, with a housing policy of which 
prefabrication is a principal plank, architects will ignore the 
““non-trad.”’ at the peril of finding their services confined to 
layout and landscaping in those parts of the housing pro- 
gramme which do not make use of the traditional dwelling. 
No doubt the Institute as well as members individually will 
give close attention to the principles involved. 


One of the most effective means of controlling the spread 
of non-traditional work is by getting more units of accommo- 
dation of traditional types from available labour and materials. 
One speaker put forward the view that the contribution the 
architect can make on purely planning lines has reached its 
limit and that architect and builder should now collaborate 
more closely in the planning of large-scale schemes. Such 
a proposal at once raises the question of the present tendering 
system, and of production, questions that may have to be 
faced—and answered. We are so far not getting full value 
in saving of money or materials from the reduced house plans. 


We should like to see the joint Committee of the R.I.B.A. 
and the National Federation of Building Trade Employers 
brought to active life to consider some of these problems. 


The main fact that arises from the Conference is that 
housing may become, in large part, a perquisite of the engineer 
unless the danger to amenity is foreseen and counter-measures 
prepared. If the Edinburgh Conference had done no more 
than throw the spotlight on this, it would have amply fulfilled 


its purpose. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


THE CHAIRMAN ON CRAWLEY 

IR THOMAS BENNETT has seldom 

been heard to better effect than in 
the talk he gave on Crawley New Town to 
the London Master Builders’ Association 
at the R.I.B.A. on Monday evening. In 
40 minutes, Sir Thomas (chairman of the 
New Town Development Corporation) 
drew a clearly etched picture of the 
initiation and progress of: the work in 
which every line was distinct and telling. 

Development control; finance; the 
case for expansion of an existing centre 
as opposed to building on a virgin site ; 
industrial and housing policy (Sir Thomas 
is firmly opposed to “ point” blocks of 
flats on social and economic grounds) ; 
rents ; the problems inherent in moving 
population ; and the actual building arrange- 
ments: these subjects were brilliantly 
analysed and worked into a complete 
picture. 

Sir Thomas showed once more that he 
has a grasp of detail, no less than of 
first principles, which is probably not 
equalled in architecture to-day, to which 
must be added a remarkable ability to put 
them over. The architectural profession 
could well make more use of these qualities. 


NEW T.P.I. PRESIDENT 


At the first meeting of the newly 
elected council of the Town Planning 
Institute Mr. S. L. G. Beaufoy, C.B.E., 
F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I., was elected presi- 
dent of the Institute for 1952-53. He will 


THE SALTIRE SOCIETY’S award for housing, 1952, has 


been made to Mr. Basil Spence, A.R.S.A., 


Fishermen’s Cottages, Dunbar, of which a a is seen above. 

The scheme was illustrated in our issue of November 2 last. 

Society’s award for flats goes to Mr. A. G. Fury, Glasgow City 
Architect, for his scheme at Eastwood, Glasgow. 
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take office in November next on the 
expiration of the term of office of Mr. 
E. H. Ford, O.B.E. 

Mr. Beaufoy is director of ‘Technical 
Services (Planning), Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government. 


SIR LUKE FAWCETT’S POST 


THe CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER 
has appointed Sir Luke Fawcett, O.B.E., 
to be chairman of the Southern Regional 
Board for Industry in suctession to 
Mr. C. C. Griffith, M.C. 

Sir Luke Fawcett, who is the president 
of the National Federation of Building 
Trade Operatives and a member of the 
General Council of the Trades Union 
Congress, serves on a number of Govern- 
ment advisory bodies, including the 
National’ Joint Advisory Council of the 
Ministry of Labour, and has been for 
several years amember of the London and 
South Eastern Regional. Board for 
Industry. 

The appointment dates from July 1. 


APPOINTMENT OPEN 


BIRMINGHAM SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE 
Margaret-street, Birmingham, 3, invites 
applications for the appointment of a 
full-time year Master in Architecture at a 
salary of £900 to £1,000 per annum. 
Application forms from the Principal on 
receipt of a stamped addressed foolscap 
envelope. They must be returned by 
July 11 next. 


L.M.B.A. PRESIDENT “ IN TOW. 
RECRUITMENT OF APPRENTICES to the 


building industry should 
rise by leaps and bounds 
as a result of the appear- 
ance on the air in Sat- 
urday’s “In Town To- 
night ” of the L.M.B.A. 


President, Mr. David 
Woodbine Parish, who 
was asked a number of 
questions by a boy of 15 
wishing to become app- 
renticed to the trade. 
Mr. Woodbine Parish, 
in his usual easy manner, 
gave much sound advice 
to the boy, pointing out 
the difficulties to be over- 
come before becoming 
fully qualified. It is to 
be hoped that the broad- 
cast may do much to 
encourage other lads to 
become apprentices to 
an industry so sorely in 
need of them. 


GIFT FROM 
S. AFRICA 

AT 'TUESDAY’S MEET- 
ING of the R.I.B.A. 
luncheon club, Mr. Fred 
W. Masey handed to 
Mr. Howard Robertson, 
P.R.I.B.A., a gavel, suit- 
ably inscribed, as a gift 
from the Orange Free 
State Society of Archi- 
tects. Mr. Masey is 
past-president of the 
South African Institute 
and of the O.F.S. Pro- 
vincial Institute. 


R.I.B.A., for his 
The 
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: Acanfius— 


“* Have you ever known these modern boys 
consult the people who have to live in their 
creations ?” 





PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


R...-- Epwarp A. Dar.ey, A.R.I.B.A., has’taken over 
—— of Mr. Duncan McCalloch, L.R.L.B.A., 

, High-street, Ayr (Tel.: Ayr 3860), and will 
ractice there under his own name. He 
to receive trade catalogues, etc. 


COMING EVENTS 


SATURDAY, JFULY 5 
REGENT - STREET POLYTECHNIC. — Exhibition of 
students’ work. School of ety, o The Poly- 
technic, 309, Regent-street, W.1 exhibition 
open until July 10, except Sunday, July 6. 
TUESDAY, FULY 8 


BUILDING ALLIANCE GOLFING SOCcIETY.—Summer 


meeting. Sunningdale Golf Course. 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 9 


CANTERBURY COLLEGE OF ART AND SCHOOL OF 
ARCHITECTURE.—Annual prize-giving. College of Art, 
St. Peter’s-street, Canterbury. 3 p.m.  saemaasr nee of 
students’ work remains oe — ay 

L.M.B.A. (CENTRAL 1).—* lenis at the 
service of the industry,”’ by Mr. A. L. Thorogood. 
aa and Tom’s Restaurant, Kensington High-street, 

Preceded by a luncheon at 1 p.m, 


THURSDAY, F#ULY 10 
RoyaL COLLEGE OF ART.—Summer exhibition of 
Industrial Design, 1952. Western Galleries, Imperial 
Institute-road, S.W.7. Open weekdays until July 26. 
FRIDAY, #ULY 11 


ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—Annual x heer 
and Exhibition. 36, 5 <9 oi W.C.1. 2.30, 
Exhibition is open until July 3 

L.M.B.A. GOLFING SOCIETY. oe M.B.A. v. Ministry 
of Works. Porter’s Park Golf Course. 


SATURDAY, JULY 12 


ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—Exhibition of school 
work. 34, Bedford-square, W.C.1. Open until July 31. 
10 a.m. to’ 6 p.m. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1852 
Saturday, Fuly 3, 1852 


Tue Exectric Licut.—We have not 
heard much of late about the electric 
light in the Metropolis : why it has gone 
to the country we do not know, unless it 
be merely as a novelty: we observe, 
however, that it is at present being 
exhibited at Liverpool, where there is 
perhaps a somewhat better or opener field 
than in the narrow river of the metropolis 
for the extension of its uses in connection 
with shipping. . . . With steadiness of 
lustre, the power of the electric light 
would be invaluable as a guide to sailors. 


at the is 
coneianie the 





720.5 
BR 
ve 183 


July 4 1952 


BRITISH ARCHITECTS’ CONFERENCE 


THE BUILDER 


AN EDINBURGH DIARY 


VER an unobtrusive doorway in 
Edinburgh’s High Street is a legend 

City POLICE 

~~ ALIENS 

FIREARMS 
DaNnGEROus Drucs 
Whatever welcome may await those who 
tind themselves caught up in_ these 
categories; there can be no doubt of the 
warmth of the greeting which enveloped 
members of the British Architects’ Con- 
ference as they descended in force on 
Wednesday of last week on the Scottish 
capital ; the scene set for them in seeing the 
Royal Standard lazily flapping in the 
breeze over Holyroodhouse—which 
meant that the Queen was safely in 
residence. 


Edinburgh had done herself proud for 
a royal occasion; for her were none of 
the usual bits and pieces of bunting, but 
large-scale flags, mostly showing the 
fy blue and white of St. Andrew or the 
zivermilion and yellow of the Scottish 
“Abtandard, well arranged and spaced be- 
tween windows. Princes-street gardens— 
WP aagyapacay triumph—were ablaze with 
3 cBlour, and above stood the castle, for 
¥% once almost benign. 


THE CITY ON PARADE 


. Though too late to see ‘the Queen’s 
“; arrival, the Scottish B.B.C. kindly had 
Ss arranged a play-over of the commentary 
on the scene of the Royal drive which 
coincided with personal installation in 
Edinburgh’s most comfortable hotel. 
Instructed and fortified, we made for the 
Assembly Rooms, the Conference 
headquarters, to pick up papers and 
badge. No building more majestic and 
functional could be wished for the 
headquarters of a conference than these 


rooms, where Thackeray and Dickens. 


gave readings and where Scott first 
declared himself to an expectant world 
as the author of the Waverley novels. 


Here on Wednesday evening was held 
the usual informal reception, the hosts 
being the R.I.A.S., represented by their 
president, Lt.-Col. Alexander Cullen ; 
this proved a pleasant pipe-opener for 
the inaugural meeting of the next morning 
when the Conference—fortified by 
porridge and kippers—was officially 
welcomed by the Lord Provost, Mr. 
James Miller, himself a builder and 
contractor, who was at some pains to 
refute a statement made by our contem- 
porary, The Architects’ Fournal, to the 
effect that Edinburgh architects over the 
past century had iet the city down with a 
bang. ‘To comment in such terms of 
Edinburgh was, of course, to invite an 
explosion; and the rumbles duly echoed 
throughout the Conference, in spite of a 
gallant effort by The Scotsman next day to 
introduce a sense of proportion into things. 
Sufficient truth lies in this criticism to 
make the Town Council think even 
harder about the problems of the old 
town, where (as Mr. Steel Maitland said 
in his paper which followed later in the 
day) the old buildings have persisted by 
virtue of their solid construction long 
after they had become  obsolescent. 
Certainly, no one who looks at the old 
“lands” or tenements in the ‘“ Royal 
mile” area with a_ sociological rather 
than a romantic eye can do so without a 
shudder. But a start has been made on 
rehabilitation. 


Before Mr. Steel Maitland gave his 
address ( and his ouitspoken comments 
on the domination, as he saw it, of the 





PENGUINS from the Edinburgh Zoo were among the 700 guests at the Garden Party held 
for the British Architects’ Conference at Lauriston Castle, Edinburgh. 


ROKER HReaee ammESTEET IRE 
UNIVERSITY OF-FEEINOIS - 


architect by the engineer, and of the 
prevalence in the Ministries of “ long- 
haired boys”? made the news headlines 
next day) the President gave his inaugural 
address in which he developed the theme 
of unity in the profession and made the 
point that with the R.I.B.A. Council, the 
body elected by popular vote, rested, 
and should continue to rest, the control 
of major policy decisions. 


STUDENTS’ EXHIBITION 


Little time was left for discussion but 
several points were made that were de- 
veloped more fully next day. In the 
meantime we took one of the ancient and 
venerable breed of Edinburgh taxis to the 
College of Art, where students of the 
School of Architecture had laid on 
lunch preparatory to a preview of a 
small exhibition of work of schools— 
Scandinavian, South African and 
Austrian among them. The guests were 
kindly received by Mr. Gerard Walmesley, 
on behalf of the students’ association, 
and it was explained that this exhibition 
(out of which the Edinburgh School 
came particularly well) was part of a 
larger one to be put on during the Edin- 
burgh Festival in August. Mr. Norval 
Paxton’s reference in his reply to Rose- 
lane _was well received, though mixed 
company prevented any detailed explana- 
tion ! 

By the time this was over we were too 
late for the Garden Party at Lauriston 
Castle, but scouts tell me that it did not 
differ greatly from other garden parties, 
save in that it was mostly fine and that 
a posse of penguins, not a normal sight 
at a garden party, was on parade. Tom 
Marwick had inveigled these sagacieus 
birds from the Corstorphine Zoo, whence 
they are said daily to go out for a walk, 
two by two; they seem to have been the 
hit of the show, and only the fact that they 
were wearing white dress shirts in the 
afternoon enabled the short-sighted among 
the guests to distinguish them (or so I am 
told) from the R.I.B.A. Council ! 


The penguins were still a main topic of 
conversation when we met in the evening 
for the Civic Reception (at which Bailie J. 
Campbell deputised for the Lord Provost) 
and Dance. The Assembly Rooms are 
excellently suited for such an occasion 
and are, no doubt, popular with the 
Musicians’ Union since two bands are 
required. The evening was graced by a 
superb exhibition of dancing by members 
of the Scottish Folk Dancing Association. 


MR. WOMERSLEY’S PAPER 


Over 300 people resisted the attractions 
of whole day tours the next morning 
(Friday), preferring to listen to Mr. Lewis 
Womersley’s paper on “ The Architect’s 
Contribution to Housing in 1952.” They 
were rewarded by a most stimulating 
talk followed by a film strip showing 
development, good and bad. This paper 
and the lively discussion which it provoked 
are printed elsewhere, but the fact that 
the President with difficulty closed the 
animated discussion 20 minutes after 
time shows that both the choice of subject 
and the lecturer had rung the bell. Mr. 
Forshaw, chief architect to the Ministry 
of Housing, paid a welcome surprise 
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visit and in the discussion gave the 
broadest of hints that, since his Ministry 
intends to supplement traditional house 
building with “ non-trad.” types, archi- 
tects should collaborate with engineers 
and manufacturers in the design of these 
structures, as otherwise they may find 
their sole contribution confined to layout 
and siting. This point was emphasised 
by others, notably Mr. C. H. Aslin, and 
left plenty of food for thought. 

In the afternoon many went on tours 
to Linlithgow; to the Old Town; to 
Mr. Stratton Davis’s Inch Scheme, and 
to the Westfield flats; and to North 
Berwick (unfortunately missing out Dun- 
bar and so having no chance to see Basil 
Spence’s delightful fishermen’s cottages, 
which have won the Saltire award for 
houses.) 


A NOTABLE SWAN SONG 


On Friday evening came the Dinner, 
held in the Assembly Rooms—a record 
attendance of over 500. Guests included 
the Lord Provost (whose diamond badge 
of office attracted great attention), Mr. 
W. O. Hutchinson (who, no doubt, took 
the opportunity of studying the President, 
whose portrait he is to paint for the 
R.I.B.A.), the Earl of Home (Minister 
of State, Scottish Office) and representa- 
tives of Medicine, Surgery, Education, the 
Law and Arts and Industry. The speeches 
were of an extremely high standard, and 
some amusing stories were told, especially 
by the Minister. But many thought that 
the speech of the evening was that of the 
President, making his swan song after 
filling the onerous position for two years. 
Neither he nor Mrs. Henderson could 
have been in any doubt that their work 
for the Institute was recognised to the full 
and that they personally had made for 
themselves a permanent place in the 
affections of many, both here and abroad. 

So ended the Conference, than which 
none has been more successful. Space 
does not allow proper reference to the 
many acts of hospitality by the Edinburgh 
architects which did so much to make 
those from South of the Border feel at 
home, but it is very true that such kind- 
nesses do much to cement the show. But 
space must be made to thank those who 
over many arduous weeks as well as during 
the conference itself gave yeoman service. 
Of the R.I.B.A. staff the Edinburgh 
organising committee would, I am sure, 
first wish to mention Mr. A. E. Parrish 
(deputising for Mr. H. Williams, the chief 
clerk) and Miss. Margaret Sankey, Mr. 
Spragg’s charming and _ indefatigable 
Secretary), both of whom were ‘never- 
failing towers of courtesy, efficiency and 
strength. Then the students of the 
Edinburgh School of Architecture for 
the splendid paper. sculpture of the 
R.I.B.A. crest which adorned the Assem- 
bly Rooms; next, to the organising com- 
mittee of the Edinburgh A.A.—in par- 
ticular, perhaps, to W. G. Dey and Ralph 
_ Cowan ; and last to the convenor of that 

Committee, Tom Marwick. Their re- 
ward for months of work in organising 
for the needs and comfort of a record 
attendance lies in the fact that the hearts 
of all who were present in Edinburgh 
will stir for years to come at the sound 
of the name. I.M.L. 
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ARCHITECTS IN EDINBURGH 


Conference Reviews Housing 


HE British Architects’ Conference 
opened in Edinburgh on Wednes- 
day morning, June 25 (following an in- 
formal reception the previous evening), 
when the Lord Provost of Edinburgh, 
Mr. James Miller, officially welcomed a 
record gathering of architects in the 
Assembly Rooms. The chair was taken 
by the President, Mr. A..Graham Hender- 
son, A.R.S.A. , 

THE Lorp Provost made reference to 
the headway now being achieved in the 
restoration of the Royal Mile on which, 
he said, at least four practising architects 
were engaged in addition to the architec- 
tural department of the Corporation. The 
city fathers intended to pursue the 
project with determination and _ resolu- 
tion. 

THE PRESIDENT then gave his inaugural 
address, in the course of which he ex- 
pressed the hope that the Conference 
(which had been transferred to Edinburgh 
through the generous action of the South- 
Eastern Society in order that it might 
soincide with his Presidency) would be a 
great success; certainly the admirable 
arrangement made by the Edinburgh 
Architectural Association and the hos- 
pitality extended by the Lord Provost, 
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coupled with the coincidence of the 
Queen’s visit, augured well for the realisa- 
tion of that hope. The subject of housing 
would be well to the forefront of the 
deliberations, and he would only wish to 
emphasise that their quality was of an 
importance at least equal to quantity. 

During the past 50 years, the R.I.B.A. 
and its Allied Societies had made a great 
effort towards unity—now highly import- 
ant by reason of the fact that at least 50 
per cent. of membership was employed 
on a salaried basis. Conditions had made 
the prospects for the architect in private 
practice ‘somewhat precarious and the 
effect of these changed conditions on the 
unity of the profession was a matter for 
concern. The primary responsibility for 
control of major policy conditions affect- 
ing the profession lay with the R.I.B.A. 
Council. ‘It is my earnest hope,” de- 
clared the President, ‘‘ that the close and 
friendly co-operation which has existed 
between all members of the Council will 
continue whatever changes take place in 
the Council personnel, and that this 
may reflect the continued desire of all 
members of the profession to preserve and 
consolidate the high degree of unity we 
have obtained.” 


SCOTTISH HOUSING PAST AND PRESENT 
Mr. J. Steel Maitland’s Address to the British Architects’ Conference 


ATIONAL characteristics of houses in 

every country were being blended into 
one vast international commonplace of 
uninspired and flat-faced mediocrity, said 
Mr. J. STEEL MaAiTLANnp, F.R.I.B.A., 
when he read the first of the two papers 
which were presented at the British 
Architects’ Conference. The title of his 
paper was “ Scottish Housing, Past and 
Present.” 


He began by briefly describing the 
housing of medieval Scotland, when the 
principal building materials of the hovels 
of the lower orders were wood and turves, 
and pointed out that these housing 
conditions persisted for many centuries 
in the country districts, right down almost 
to the beginning of the nineteenth 
century. We quote the following extracts 
from his subsequent remarks : 


In the towns, as the: more substantially 
built homes of the well-to-do and the 
somewhat less well-to-do became dilapi- 
dated, or occupied districts that gradually 
ceased to be fashionable, so a process of 
decanting began. ‘The wealthy built in 
more desirable districts ; the less wealthy 
moved into the dwellings discarded by the 
first group, and the poor scrambled for 
possession of what was left by the small 
merchant or artisan ; and thus began the 
process of slumdom that has persisted 
down the ages, becoming ever more and 
more distressing, and evidently as insoluble 
to-day as it was a hundred years ago. Of 
course it has to be remembered that 
Scotland has always been a poor country 
and her people a thrifty people, and, when 


they built, they built to last with materials 
that were imperishable. 

During the centuries intervening 
between the medieval ages and the 
industrial era the lot of the working 
population in the country districts showed 
little improvement. 

The advent of those two famous Scots 
the brothers Adam and the other architects 
towards the end of the eighteenth century, 
while not resulting in their direct contact 
with the humbler side of domestic 
architecture in Scotland, ‘had naturally 
considerable influence on it, and in the 
cities and smaller towns there sprang up 
rows. of modest dwellings with features 
owing much to the prévailing fashion set 
by the mansion houses of the well-to-do. 

The end of the eighteenth century saw 
the beginning of the prototype of the 
tenement in the cities and larger towns of 
Scotland. Edinburgh, of course, had such 
dwellings for centuries before, but these 
originally were the town dwellings of the 
aristocracy. 


THE SATANIC MILLS 


The first quarter of the nineteenth 
century saw the beginning of the industrial 
revolution and all that it stood for in weal 
or woe, and the growth of the dark 
satanic mills and the inflowing of the tide 
of humanity from the clean, clear air of 
the countryside to the reek of the cities 
and the overcrowded factories and ware- 
houses. In Scotland, which shared 
substantially in the new found wealth—as 
indeed she had no small share in its 
conception and birth—accommodation had 
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Edinburgh Castle, which rises sheer above West Princes-street gardens and the Ross Fountain. 





to be found for the workers; and the 
tenement was the solution of the problem. 

To-day they are being taken one by one 
as the opportunity occurs and condemned 
and demolished, and no sentimental tears 
need be shed on their demise, because only 
in odd cases have they any architectural 
merit worth preserving. 

Compared with England the difference 
of social amenities was staggering. Before 
1914 Scotland had 13 per cent. of its 
housing composed of one-roomed houses, 
while England had only 3 per cent., and 
40 per cent. two-roomed houses compared 
with England’s 8 per cent. 

The end of the 1914-18 war saw the 
country prepared to enter into the rebuild- 
ing of a new world with enthusiasm ; 
some of the national newspapers offered 
substantial prizes for the best house 
designs ; local authorities in the cities 
held competitions for their more grandiose 
schemes; and everything seemed at 
‘“ set fair ’’ on the architectural barometer. 
In Scotland the old ideas of tenement life 
were to be abandoned, every man was to 
have his own. house and garden, and all 
slums were to be quickly abolished. 


But things didn’t quite work out that 
way, and when councils got busy with 
their practical plans the architectural 
profession was to a great extent side- 
tracked. 

The consequence of this short-sighted 
policy on the part of the local authorities 
has been that there are few schemes started 
soon after the Great War No. I throughout 
Scotland that warrant any serious con- 
sideration. They suffer from drab 
monotony in design and material; they 
lack variety and positioning and colours, 
they are uniform in their relation to street 
frontages, and consideration as to siting 
seems generally to have been confined to 
squeezing as many blocks as possible into 
a given site. 

From 1930 until the outbreak of the 
second world war a gradual improvement 
in standards of accommodation, planning 
and design became evident. 

During this time anyone could build 
privately any kind of building without 
licence of any’ sort and with only the 
minimum of controls to be passed; the 
Dean of Guild Court for the cities and 
burghs and the county councils for the 
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county districts. The result of this was 
that the building trades were very fully 
occupied. 

Costs, which had steadily declined 
during the early ‘thirties until three- 
apartment houses could be counted on to 
cost less than £300, began to rise steadily 


_ until the outbreak of war, and have risen 


steadily ever since. 

Towards the end of the war, when it 
became apparent that all the resources of 
the country would require to be organised 
in an effort not only to make good the 
shortages of six years of sterility but 
further to overcome the deficiencies of the 
pre-war years (for in Scotland the pro- 
gramme of providing homes for all fell 
very far short in 1939), the Secretary of 
State for Scotland invited the Royal 
Incorporation of Architects in Scotland 
to prepare a range of house designs 
including plans, elevations, and all details; 
so that with similar help from the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors work 
might be tackled without the usual delay 
of having to plan from the beginning. 
The profession co-operated in the matter 
wholeheartedly, and for the first few 
post-war years the evidence of this 
altruistic effort on the part of the architects 
of Scotland was apparent, especially in 
districts where otherwise the work would 
have been, as in the past, in the hands of 
officials untrained in such matters. 


POST-WAR BUILDING 


Temporary prefabricated sub-standard 
houses were features of the immediate 
post-war period here as elsewhere. Ten 
years was the given time for their use, six 
of which have now elapsed; let us see 
how many are scheduled for demolition 
at the prescribed time ! 

But the makers of prefabricated houses, 
having once tasted blood, were loath to 
retire from the arena, and the temporary 
prefab has given place to the permanent 
non-traditional house of equal merit and 
design, and a spate of these covers the 
countryside. 

I realise the difficulties the Government 
have in carrying out their obligations to 
the nation. They are hard put to it to tap 
every source of supply, and they must 
look to the factory as well as to the 
building yard for their labour, they must 
test every new method of construction 
that will produce more houses more 
quickly, even at the expense of taking 
risks and courting failures. .I suppose in 
the end it is more important to have 
houses of any sort than to have houses 
of decent design, though I could never 
see why it is not possible to have both. 

Scotland has little enough good fertile * 
land, and the encroachment upon it with 
the spread of the big cities and towns 
becomes alarming. The necessity, there- 
fore, for building upwards becomes more 
and more manifest, and whereas in the 
inter-war years there was only a tentative 
philandering with the tenement type of 
houses, and these generally of not more 
than three storeys in height, nowadays the 
four-storey tenement without lifts is 
becoming quite common in the cities, and 
six-, eight- and ten-storey blocks with 
lifts are throwing their towers into the 

(Conference report continued on page 21.) 





CORRESPONDENCE 


THE QUANTITY SURVEYOR’S 
CLAIM TO DIRECT BUILDING 
OPERATIONS 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Whilst I. am in almost complete 
agreement with most of ‘“ City 
Quantity Surveyor’s” letter in your 
issue of June 20, I am utterly opposed 
to the suggestion he made in his last 
paragraph that “‘ the quantity surveyor is 
the most suitable person to direct building 
operations.” What bunkum ! 

If such an idea was ever put into opera- 
tion, it would mean that the quantity 
surveyor would be prisoner, prosecutor 
and judge all at the onetime. ‘The present 
system, whereby the architect watches 
the builder and the quantity surveyor 
impartially guards both, is good. It 
certainly encourages everybody to keep 
on his toes and turn out the best work- 
manship, which is what the customer, 
individual or a local authority, wants. 

To cencentrate all control in the hands 
of one man would be to create a dictator- 
ship and, in some cases, it might inspire 
shoddy workmanship of the worst kind. 

Your correspondent must know that 
there is a very considerable difference 
between the duties of an architect and 
those of a quantity surveyof, and again 
those of.a builder. Admittedly, the first 
years of training for both architects and 
surveyors are almost similar—as they 
should be, since they both are preparing 
to deal professionally with the same thing, 
building—but, after that, they go their 
different ways: the architect to study 
the more artistic side and the quantity 
surveyor to learn the technicalities of 
value he will be called upon to deal with. 
Each is, and should remain, the “ boss ” 
in his own field, just as the master builder 
should be in his. ; 

Douctas I. BURCHELL 
[F.R.I.C.S., M.R.San.1.] 
1, Windsor-place, Dundee. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—May I be permitted to say a little 

in defence of the original letter on 

this subject published in your issue of 
June 20? 

It would appear that Mr. Macdonald’s 
recent condemnation of anonymity and 
his comparison of the length of existence 
of the two professions present insufficient 
evidence on which to condemn “ City 
Quantity Surveyor.”’ 

Anonymity can be used with a very 
good as well as a very bad motive. I 
mention only two of the “good” ex- 
amples: Modesty and the desire to 
obtain a hearing without the backing of 
that powerful asset—a big name. 

Mr. Macdonald is also wrong about the 
comparative length of existence of the 
two professions—the quantity surveyor 
arrived here the moment after the first 
architect conceived the first building, even 
if he was at that time one and the same 
person, for the cost, time, material and 
labour factor must always be considered 
before any project is started. 

While I do not necessarily agree with 
“City Quantity Surveyor,” let us try 
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to give him credit for a thesis which did 
present ordered thought and _ logical 
argument—an idea should not be con- 
demned because it is revolutionary, for 
revolution can mean progress. 


E. S. Dwiar. 
Loughton, Essex. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I was amazed and almost horrified 

at ‘City Quantity Surveyor’s ” 

doctrine and philosophy, as expressed 

in his letter in your issue of June 20. 

Has even the architect to bow down and 

worship the Golden Image? Has design 
to be sacrificed on the financial altar ? 

Many quantity surveyors would, I feel 
sure, deprecate the suggestion of combat 
between the two parties to a building 
contract. Perhaps the ‘“‘ formidable 
opponent” described is nowadays himself 
employing a quantity surveyor of equal 
status, training and qualification to the 
quantity surveyor under the contract 
(i.e. employed’ by the building owner). 
Is “‘ City Quantity Surveyor” trying to 
admit that in days gone by the contractor 
had a raw deal ? 

May I suggest that when the quantity 
surveyor can produce the final account 
so that the architect can issue the final 
certificate when it is due, it will be time 
enough then to seek fresh fields and 
pastures new. GEORGE 'T. WEsT. 

Uphill, Weston-super-Mare. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Being originally a craftsman, I 
am probably not qualified to discuss 
the points raised by your correspondent 
“City Quantity Surveyor ” in your issue 
of June 20. Nevertheless, my views on 
this subject are quite definite, and with 
your permission I would like to express 
them. 

A building, or group of buildings is 
conceived in the mind of the ‘architect, 
and developed on his board. He, by 
virtue of his training, is qualified to make 
the best possible use of the site, and of 
the materials at his disposal, to make his 
building fit the locality, and to see that 
its planning is properly related to its. 
intended function. In short, he is the 
person best qualified to give the pros- 
pective building owner maximum value 
for the money he is prepared to expend. 
Surely then the architect is the one best 
qualified to direct building operations ? 

A quantity surveyor is exactly what the 
title suggests, i.e., a surveyor (or measurer) 
of quantities. He cannot begin to func- 
tion until the architect’s scheme has 
reached an advanced stage, and until he 
has: received from the architect adequate 
information, usually in the -form of 
drawings and notes, to enable him to 
interpret correctly the designer’s inten- 
tions. Then, and only then, can he go 
to work on his bill of quantities, and for 
this task he has a set pattern to follow in 
the “‘ Standard Method.” 

In the earlier years of my experience 
the bill was generally prepared by the 
architect, together with the _ speci- 
fication. It represented the work to be 
carried out much more accurately than 
some of the bills one comes across to-day. 
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Copyright: Ministry of Works 


THE INIGO F¥ONES TER- 
CENTENARY was marked by the placing 
of a laurel wreath from the Ministry of 
‘Works on the bust at the R.I.B.A. of the 
former “ Surveyor General of His Majesty’s 
Works.” The ceremony took place on 
June 21, the 300th anniversary of Fones’ 
death. The leaves came from a laurel bush 
in St. Fames’s Park. 





A recent correspondent of yours, discuss- 
ing another subject, stated that a bill should 
not be read. I would go further and say 
that, without constant access to the 
taking-off sheets, and to a comprehensive 
collection of B.S.S’s. for building mater- 
ials, some of the present-day bills cannot 
be read intelligently. 

The claim that control of finances alone 
qualifies the quantity surveyor for general 
control is surely based on a false assump- 
tion. The architect certifies all payments 
and authorises all variations and the 
quantity surveyor is merely the assistant 
who does the arithmetic. 

No, Sir, there is nothing unusual or 
false in the present set-up. Both prime 
ministers and general foremen are served 
by assistants who may have a greater 
knowledge than their leader on a particular 
subject ; I suggest that quantity surveyors 
generally should concentrate their efforts 
on turning out better bills, and leave the 
architect to get on with the job for which 
he alone is qualified. 

“WIGAN Bricky.” 


“QUANTITY SURVEYING — THE 
BROADENING HORIZON” 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The question of the indepen- 
dence of quantity surveyors in the 
settlement of building contracts has been 
the subject of discussion recently, and to 
quote from your report of the recent 
Quantity Surveyors Conference (The 
Builder, June 20) of the paper read by 
Mr. Dale, F.R.I.C.S., under the above 
title, we understand that “ By 1939... 
the professional competence and inte- 
grity of the quantity surveyor was more 
widely recognised and appreciated.” We 
also understand that at the meeting at 
which this paper was read several members 
of the audience “‘ expressed the view that 
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quantity surveyors . . .-enjoyed the con- 
fidence of all other sections of the 
industry ...” 

It is suggested by some that the in- 
dependence of quantity surveyors em- 
ployed on the staffs of central or local 
government authorities; public corpora- 
tions and the like may be questioned ; 
but that the integrity, impartiality and 
honesty of the private practising quantity 
surveyor is acknowledged by all in the 
building industry to be beyond reproach. 

Considering that in accordance with 
the R.I.B.A. standard form of contract 
“ All. variations . . . shall be measured 
and valued by the surveyor who shall give 
to the contractor an opportunity of being 
present at the time of such measurement 
and of taking such notes and measure- 
ments as the contractor may require,” the 
degree of faith which contractors place 
in the competence and integrity of privately 


practising quantity surveyors causes con- _ 


cern when one reflects that on all major 
contracts the contractor employs a 
quantity surveyor to safeguard and protect 
his interests—a man who is_ usually 
employed on the staff of the contractor, 
but may be a professional quantity 
surveyor in private practice. 

This indicates that the larger con- 
tractors, at least, find this procedure 
profitable, which can mean but one thing— 


they lack confidence in the independence . 


and/or ability of the surveyor measuring 
and valuing the variations. 

If the above proposition 13 true then 
the past conduct of privately practising 
quantity surveyors must have engendered 
and fostered the lack of confidence, and 
it remains for the younger generation to 
remedy this and by their unquestionable 
competence and integrity cause the 
builder’s quantity surveyor to become 
redundant and thereby assist in reducing, 
in no insignificant way, the present 
extremely high cost of building. 

James R. ‘Turner [A.R.I.C.S.] 
Addlestone, Surrey. 


L.M.B.A. TECHNICAL SERVICE 
AND DRY ROT 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It seems rather unusual that the 
L.M.B.A. ‘Technical Information 
Service should recommend that a wall 
affected by rising damp should be plugged 
and battened (The Builder, June 27, page 
983). Surely this is inviting merulius 
dacrymans ? 

In many instances dry rot is only 
partly removed because of the builder’s 
lack of knowledge and extensive repairs 
have been required at a later date. The 
cause as well as the apparent affected 
areas must be removed, and I know of 
many cases where the contractor has been 
reluctant to advise his client of extensive 
work required on a job he has priced as a 
“* small job.” 

I have on many occasions called in 
technical advice from the Forestry Depart- 
ment, and have found that their reports 
and recommendations justified the expense 
entailed, at the same time satisfying the 
client of the extent of the work required. 

On maintenance and repair jobs it is 
not always possible for the supervisor to 
be on the job when areas affected are 
exposed, therefore it is essential that the 
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operative is made fully conversant with 
dry rot conditions. 

A recent experience is of a job that 
“required a man to patch up the broken 
floor,” but turned into a £700 job; had 
it been delayed for a year or two it would 
possibly have meant dry rot repairs of 
£2,000 to £3,000. 

I think the’ builder’s line should be 
‘* If in doubt call in the expert.” 

J. PEACHEY. 
Northwood Hills. 


' BUILDING SOCIETY RATES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The chairman of the Building 

Societies Association was kind enough 

to explain, in your issue of June 20, why 

some societies have made an increase of 

half per cent on both old and new mortgage 

accounts and increased investors’ interest 
by only one-quarter per cent. 

I agree that building societies face a 
very difficult situation, but think much 
could be done to keep mortgage interest 
rates down. 

A greater effort could be made to secure 
more savings and deposit aecounts rather 
than share accounts. ‘ 

Instead of tying up “surplus funds ” 
in long-term stocks, they could be invested 
in short- and medium-dated securities. 
This would enable societies to switch 
their funds to earn the greatest yield 
with the greatest safety. 

As well as profits tax, building societies 
pay tax-at a “‘ composite rate”’ of about 
5s. 3d. Instead of immediately increasing 
interest on old mortgages, I should have 
thought’ it would have been wiser for 
building societies to ask the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, as they are entitled to do, 
to reduce the “‘ composite rate” of tax 
to, say, 3s.; this would help to prevent 
further increases in mortgage rates. 

In view of the general lowering of 
income tax under Schedule E, a substantial 
reduction of the ‘‘ composite rate” paid 
by building societies is most urgent. But 
have building societies yet approached the 
Chancellor on this matter ? 

JoHN ARNOLD. 
Plaistow, E.13. 


THE BUILDING SURVEYORS’ 
INSTITUTE 

To the Editor of The Builder 
c,-<e behalf of the Building Sur- 

veyors’ Institute I wish to draw 
attention to the report published by the 
committee of the R.I.C.S. Quantity 
Surveying Division, who state that 
although the Working Party considered 
that building surveyors employed by 
contractors should be allowed member- 
ship of the R.I.C.S. the committee upheld 
their present ruling and consider that 
building surveyors should form their own 
institute. 

The Building Surveyors’ Institute was 
formed to allow such surveyors (employed 
by contractors, etc.), to obtain a high 
standard equal to the R.I.C.S., and already 
membership during the previous three 
months has fully justified the need of 
such an institute. 

Selection of applicants for Founder 
membership is very stringent and will 
continue until next December; there- 


rs 


after entrance will be by examination. 


I shall be pleased to send full informa- 
tion of the Institute’s aims to all building 
surveyors who are.interested. 

Geo. A. WaIN, 
Secretary, The Building 
Surveyors’ Institute 
18, Moffatt-road, Sheffield, 2. 


THE USE OF ZINC-RICH PAINTS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—We have read with interest the 

article you published on May 30 

on the use of zific-rich paints, and on 

which we should like to make the follow- 
ing comments : 

In a very general way we think that this 
article covers the use and behaviour of 
zinc-rich paints very well indeed, and we 
concur with most of what your corre- 
spondent has to say on the subject. There 
are, however, various points with which 
we cannot agree in the light of experience 
gained by us over quite a few years. 

Your correspondent states that zinc- 
rich paints have poor tenacity and surface 
hardness, - and that it is more usual to 
protect them with a top coat of paint. 

We agree that when zinc-rich paints 
are first applied, the adhesion and surface 
hardness are not good and on this account 
they should not be used on surfaces which 
are likely to be subjected to mechanical 
abrasion or impact. This condition does 
not continue, however, and the bond 
improves progressively as does the degree 
of hardness of the coat. After a few 
weeks the adhesion and hardness of the 
coat are comparable to any good paint 
film, with the advantage that abrasion 
will burnish the metallic coating. A 
zinc-rich paint can therefore be used to 
provide a self-finishing coat, and when 
this coat wears thin, due to sacrificial 
action of the zinc under continuous 
corrosive conditions, the coating of zinc 
can be built up again by further appli- 
cations of zinc-rich paint. If, however, 
a top coat of paint is applied over the 
zinc-rich paint, this cannot be done 
without first removing the paint film. 
Your correspondent does in fact state 
that with uncoated applications of zinc- 
rich paints satisfactory results have been 
obtained by Marconi’s and Messrs. Green- 
ham Equipments, Ltd. 

In our opinion the term “‘ cold galvanis- 
ing ”’ is correct, the dictionary description 
of galvanising being “‘ to coat with zinc.” 
The application of zinc-rich paints is in 
fact a method by which a coating of zinc 


is applied to iron or steel. 


E. L. TOWNSEND, 
Director and General Manager, 
Secomastic, Ltd. 
15, Upper Gosvenor-street, W.1. 


“ THE BUILDERS’ ARMS” 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Re news item in your issue of 
May 30, on “‘ The Builders’ Arms,” 
near Potters Bar, and the L.M.B.A.’s 
Coat of Arms, it is stated that this is the 
only “‘ Builders’ Arms” in the country. 
What about “‘ The Builders’ Arms ” in 
Hammersmith Bridge-road, just around 
the corner from the Broadway. 
P. J. Doran 
[Dip.Arch.(L’pool), A.R.I.B.A.] 
Wembley, Middx. 
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View of model of the scheme, looking north-east. 


AN STUDENTS’ RESIDENCES 





Group proposed for the 
University of Edinburgh 


WILLIAM H. KININMONTH, 

ARSA, FRIBA (Rowand 

Anderson, Kininmonth and Paul), 
ARCHITECT 








Layout : Blocks numbered 1 and 2 are the north development ; blocks 3 and 4 
are the southern portion of the scheme. Hatched portions indicate the refectories. 
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Sectional elevation E-E of south development. 


[LLUSTRATED in these pages is a scheme for a 

proposed group of students’ residences for 
Edinburgh University. As the layout shows, there 
are four residences, each pair being linked to a 
common refectory. Each of the four residences 
(numbered from 1 to 4) accommodates 150 students. 
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The main approach is by way of the existing drive 
which loops between Dalkeith-road and Park-road, 
and services two large houses, Salisbury Green and 
St. Leonards; these houses are in use as private 
hostels, each for 50 students, and will be retained 
not only because they can be used in a practical way, 
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Ground-floor plan of south development. 
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STUDENTS’ wky 
RESIDENCES FOR 3 
THE UNIVERSITY 


OF EDINBURGH. 


Right : View of model of the 
scheme, looking south-west. 
Below : Showing cross-axes 
of the north development 
(left) and south development 
(right). 


but also because their picturesque Scots baronial 
silhouettes will provide a most attractive foil to the 
more sober new buildings. 

The site is open on all sides and, being set well 
away from traffic routes, is quiet and well-screened 
by old trees within the grounds of St. Leonards. 
Arthur’s Seat and the Salisbury Crags rise imme- 
diately to the north and, as elsewhere in Edinburgh, 
dominate the landscape. The architect has planned 
the layout with a north-south axis to take advantage 
of the scenery, with a strong, open cross-axis from 
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the loop driveway so that, when approaching, a 
magnificent view will be obtained past the shoulder 
of Arthur’s Seat across the golf course towards 
Duddingston Loch. An attempt has been made in 
the design of the buildings to subordinate them to 
their setting, and to combine the formalism demanded 
by corporate life with a domestic scale suitable to 
the individual, an aim which the architect would 
appear to have very successfully achieved. As far 
as possible the “‘ Power Complex ”’ (easy to display 
in a scheme of this magnitude) has been avoided. 
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General view of front elevation. Below : Rear view from the garden. 


A HOUSE AT HAWTHORN LANE, COVENTRY 
DESIGNED BY DONALD GIBSON, CBE, ARIBA, AMTPI, CITY ARCHITECT, COVENTRY, 


AND FREDERICK POOLEY, DEPUTY CITY ARCHITECT 


HE architects for this house 
have for some time been 
engaged on the problem of re- 
designing housing accommodation 
so that the erection cost can be 
reduced without lowering design 
standards. They have reached the 
conclusion that the new designs 
now incorporated in Amendment 
No. 2 to the Housing Manual, 
1949, are the best solutions for 
reducing the cost of traditional 
plan and construction methods. 
They believe, however, that an 
entirely new approach to the design 
of the small house, based on con- 
temporary ways of living, is long 
overdue. The present necessity 
to keep building costs at the current 
level presents a great opportunity 
to develop this thesis and an 
attempt has been made to design 
a dwelling unit in which both 
sleeping and living space encourage 
flexibility in the pattern of living. 
For families in this industrialised 
country it is felt that this is prefer- 
able to the rigidity imposed by a 
scaled-down version of the tradi- 
tional house originally designed 
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Ground- and first-floor plans. 


for middle-class life at the end of the last century. 

This experimental house is of simple traditional 
construction ; it has been built as quickly as possible 
so that the results of the planning experiment could 
be observed while slower investigation into con- 
structional method is taking place. 


The construction 
consists of solid concrete ground floor covered with 
Marley tiles ; 11 in. cavity walls with fair-faced sand 
lime bricks form the interior wall surface of the 
ground floor and the first floor is plastered. The 
house is 16 ft. wide and the first-floor joists spanning 
16 ft. clear between external walls have been made by 
Messrs. Benfix Beams, Ltd., in a specially strength- 
ened section. Whole house heating is provided by a 
Weatherfoil heating unit designed in the staircase 
and fed from an ordinary Ideal-type boiler. 

The house is planned to provide a large, simple 
yet interesting living space on the ground floor ; 
there is a direct table service counter, useful for 


A small bedroom unit. 


breakfasts and odd meals, which opens into the 
galley-type kitchen planned to reduce domestic 
work to a minimum. The staircase leads directly 
from the living-room to the first-floor sleeping space, 
which has been treated as a single area capable of 
division into private cubicles by means of prefabri- 
cated furniture units consisting of combined cup- 
board, table and screen.. The number of these 
units needed depends on the requirements of the 
family. Each is sectional and although lacking the 
“‘ movability ” of traditional furniture, can be dis- 
mantled and reassembled by the family as its needs 
change. This system makes the maximum use of 
the sleeping space possible at all times, and it takes 
full advantage of the whole house heating system by 
enabling the family to make more use of their cubicles 
on the first floor during cold weather than is possible 
in a traditional bedroom house. It is also considered 
that more privacy and comfort per member of the 


A view of the living-room. 
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Living-room, showing the staircase. Below : An illustration showing how the plan might be used in a scheme of flats. 


family is made available. The amount of bedroom 
furnishing required to be purchased is also mini- 
mised ; this factor should be of great assistance to 
many municipal tenants as_ recent sociological 
investigation in Coventry has revealed that the 
provision of furniture is a real problem, as little 
ready cash is available for furnishing a house properly. 


It is anticipated that the cost of this type of house, 
if built on a large scale, would be in the region of 
£1,000. It is also proposed to investigate the 
possibility of building this type of dwelling as a 
multi-storey structure in a very simple reinforced 
concrete frame. In this type of design the amount 











of reinforced concrete framing and floor slabs per 
dwelling unit would be smaller than that required 
for a flat of similar size. It is thought that if 12- 
storey development of this type was carried out the 
cost per dwelling unit, including lifts, and central 
heating by Weatherfoil units, would be in the region 
of £1,400 per dwelling. 


The general contractor for the house was S. A. 
Eyden, of Coventry. Floor beams were made by 
Benfix Beams, Ltd., and the heating unit was 
supplied by Weatherfoil, Ltd., J. Musson and Co. 
did the joinery work and Marley Tile Co. were 
responsible for the roof tiling. 


A HOUSE AT HAWTHORN LANE, 
COVENTRY 
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View of the 


main front. 


THE NATIONAL CENTRAL LIBRARY, 


THE BUILDER 


MALET PLACE, WC 


F. G. THOMAS, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 


THs building, which was converted in 1933 
from a furniture repository to a Library with 
very special requirements, was very badly blitzed 
during the war, in fact more than two-thirds 
destroyed, and in rebuilding the planning and the 
use of the various floors has been considerably 
altered. 

The fundamental change in planning was that 
whereas bookstacking occurred on practically all 
floors it now occurs only in the basement and 
ground floors, thus releasing other floors for 
administrative and working purposes. 

As the building is surrounded with structures on 
the north, east and west sides, it has very little more 
than light wells from which to obtain its light. 


This factor has, of course, considerably affected 
the planning, and various means have been adopted 
to preserve every bit of daylight available. Another 
factor that had to be taken into consideration was 
that the two lifts must be easily accessible for book 
trolleys from all directions and it will be noted on 
the plans that in various corridors ramps are used 
instead of steps to connect the levels of both the 
east and west wings. These varying levels were 
brought about by the fact that certain old steel 
beams that were not badly twisted and deformed 
had to be retained in their original positions in the 
rebuilding, thus giving the levels of the floors in 
the east and west wings. 

The basement extends under the whole of the 
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The catalogue room. 


building and under the large courtyard in front of 
the building. Situated in the basement is the 
strong-room, heating chamber and _ ventilation 
plant, etc., with a certain amount of steel stacking 
which it is hoped to instal in the future. 

The ground floor has the unloading bay with 
its staff accommodation adjoining it. Books are 
received here and transmitted to the various parts 


of the building, and other books are returned for 
outward despatch. In the west wing, north of 
the unloading bay, double-deck steel stacking has 
been installed connecting with existing double-deck 
stacking to the east and also connected by stairs 
to the basement stacking. As one enters the building 
on the right is the telephone exchange, and the 
existing lift opens in the entrance hall and the new 


























North-west corner of 
catalogue room, showing 
treatment of the north end. 
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lift in the corridor adjoining. On this floor it has 
not been possible to get windows on any side other 
than the front elevations, the bookstacks being 
lighted by pavement lights in the light well over. 
The main staircase has been slightly altered to 
improve the planning at first-floor level. At the head 
of the stairs is the Librarian’s room with administra- 
tive offices and workrooms adjoining in both east 
and west wings. The north end of the west wing is 
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Part of new ground-floor 
Bookstack. Below : 
Librarian’s room. 


used as a board room, finished in Georgian style. 
On this floor windows are available only on the 
west and south sides with the exception of one 
in the board room on the north. The remainder of 
the lighting for this floor is obtained from a light 
well in the centre. 

On the second floor the whole of the west wing 
is given up to the catalogue room containing the 
Library’s great Union catalogues and _biblio- 
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graphical apparatus in three long 
runs of central cases and in fitted 
bookcases all round the walls, as 
well as working desks and tables. 
At the north end are two offices 
used in connection with the 
catalogue room. Special pro- 
vision had to be made in the con- 
struction of the reinforced con- 
crete floor to carry the very 
heavy loads of the card cabinets. 
The east wing is occupied entirely 
by offices and workrooms of 
various sorts. 


The third floor is all office 
accommodation. It will be noted 
here that for good circulation the 
building has a corridor running 
right round the centre connecting 
both east and west wings and 
giving access to the north stair- 
case, main staircase and both lifts. 

The west wing is roofed at 
third-floor level but the east 
wing runs up a floor higher. This 
fourth floor is only partly used 
prea | at the moment; a large part of 
it remains as spare and will be 
finally finished off when money 
becomes available. 


: Although the building has been 
Mezzanine. entirely replanned internally, very 
little has been done to the exter- 
nal elevations other than decora- 
tion, etc. In the reconstruction, 
reinforced concrete floors have 
been used throughout and Moler 
Earth partitions have been used 
in order to prevent the trans- 
mission of sound as much as 
possible. All floors with the 
Pei) pane exception of lavatories are finished 

\ 4 in wood block and hard plaster. 
| Hl The corridors have continuous 
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il i borrowed lights coming down to 
— the door head, all in precast 
JK A 
concrete, and the corridors have 
a suspended ceiling which forms 
* a service duct and also a ventila- 
tion duct. Movement of air is 
maintained by combined light 
and ventilation fittings, the air 
circulating through the false ceil- 
ing in the corridor through an- 
other ventilator into the rooms 
on each side and through a 
ventilator in the windows to the 
external air. 
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Ground floor. 
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The heating and domestic hot- 
water supply is by oil-fired boilers 
situated in the basement and eil 
stack spaces are automatically 
ventilated. The lighting is by 
ordinary tungsten fittings 
throughout the building with the 
exception of the catalogue room, 
which has fluorescent lighting, as emia 
it was considered to be more Saiiebae || Soar evra) 
satisfactory for the close reference a =——fA 
work that has to be carried out in ! a 
this room, particularly as it 
throws practically no shadows. Sena $8: Sb oc» apea 

There is a considerable amoun: E : 
of joinery throughout the build- 
ing. Besides the ordinary joinery 
such «s doors, architraves, skirt- 
ings, etc., there are a very great 
number of fitted cupboards, book- 
cases, benches, etc. In order to 
save maintenance costs the whole 
of this joinery has been carried 
out in Lagos mahogany, bleached 
and polished. ‘The quantity sur- 
veyors were Messrs. Higgins and 
Partners and the general con- 
tractors were Patman and Fother- | Bs | 5 oerury wiamanian 
ingham, Ltd. The clerk of works Pi 4 ah 
was Mr. F. H. Peck. Following ; 
is a list of sub-contractors : = a x 

Steelwork, Laidlaw Smith, 

Ltd., and Redpath Brown and Second fi: or. 
Co., Ltd. ; steel windows, doors 

and ironmongery, James Gibbons, 

Ltd.; pavement lights, Lens- 

crete, Ltd. ; wood block flooring, 

Acme Flooring and Paving Co., 

Ltd.; ornamental metalwork, 

Potter Rax, Ltd.; lift, Express 

Lift Co., Ltd. ; electric light and 

power, The Alliance Electrical 

Co., Ltd. ; electric light fittings, 

The General Electric Co., sanaatacane 
Ltd. 2; 

Heating and hot water and 
mechanical ventilation, Fred. G. 
Alden, Ltd.; terrazzo, marble 
work, etc., J. Whitehead and 
Sons, Ltd.; sanitary fittings, 
John Bolding and Sons, Ltd. ; 
paint and distemper (external), 
Mander Brothers, Ltd., and 
Silexine Paints, Ltd. ; metal book 
stacks, Luxfer, Ltd.; concrete 
floors, Concrete, Ltd.; flat 
roofing Frazzi, Ltd.; borrowed 
lights, Girlingstone, Ltd. 
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The board room. 


NATIONAL CENTRAL LIBRARY, MALET PLACE, WC’ 


The main staircase. 
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THE BUILDER 


Architect: Housing Department, Paddington Borough Council. 


Contractors: Messrs. A. J. Harrold & Co. Ltd. 


Redecoration... 


When the redecoration of these flats in Leinster Gardens, 
Bayswater, was under consideration, “ELLICEM” Cement Paint was 
chosen as the finish most likely to give long-lasting protective decora- 
tion. The original paint finish was cleaned off thoroughly and 
“ELLICEM” applied by brush. 


Incidentally “ELLICEM” is a cement paint, not a wash, and is 
applied with a 4in. paint brush or spray. 


ellicem... 


FOR DURABLE AND PROTECTIVE DECORATION. 
APPLIED TO ANY CLEAN, SOUND SURFACE. NO IMPROVER REQUIRED. 


For further information 

* 
and colour chart Cul 
write to me:— 


THE ADAMITE COMPANY LTD., Manfield House, Strand, W.C.2. Tem. Bar 6233/6 


‘ 


F 
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The British Architects’ 
Conference 


(Continued from page 5:) 


skies. ‘They will dominate the landscape 
for miles around. These flats, as far as 
planning goes, will equal, even surpass, 
anything that has been built in Scotland 
by private enterprise for private owner- 
ship. They will be provided with, as 
well as lifts of a foolproof nature, all 
heat, light and hot water services from 
central sources, and in every way will 
probably be the finest house building 
achievement ever attempted. ‘They are, 
of course, experimental, and it is extremely 
unlikely that the rents charged can hope 
to be in any way approaching the 
economic. It will be interesting to see 
how such edifices will fare at the hands of 
the denizens of great industrial towns. 
Truly, democracy is still on trial ! 

Concluding, let me say, as I hinted at 
the beginning, that I deplore the cos- 
mopolitan nature of design and especially 
of housing design today. The native 
architecture of the past exemplified the 
character of the people and the products 
of their respective countries. Do not mis- 
understand me. I do not mean that Scots 
housing should flaunt the turrets and 
dormers and corbie-stanes of a bygone 
age. Architecture to be a living art must 
change with the years and with the new 
products and the materials that emerge 
each year. But it should borrow from the 
past just as it should strive to reach out 
into the future. 

I am not unhopeful that in due course 
there will emerge someone with courage 
to break away from the type of archi- 
tecture of the post-war years—the inevit- 
able porthole window, the panel of glass 
bricks at the front door, and other archi- 
tectural clichés that today pass for design— 
and hand on for future generations to 
admire a style that we can look upon as 
being our own, just as Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh did half a century ago. 


DISCUSSION 


In the discussion which followed, Mr. 
R. A. H. Livett, City Architect, Leeds, said 
that those who had spent some time in study- 
ing housing conditions in the British Isles 
knew only too well that what Mr. Maitiand 
had said of the squalor and attendant evils 
of the slums was in no way exaggerated. 
“We have plenty of them south of the 
Border,” he said. “I can think of several 
large cities where slum conditions—appalling 
about 1930 when slum clearance work began 
—are still appalling. After nearly 25 years 
we are faced with a slum problem almost as 
great as it was then. 

“TI can think of one city where there are 
over 80,000 people still living in slums of the 
worst back-to-back type. It is regrettable, 
to say the least, that it will be 10 to 15 years 
before many of these people will be in a 
position to be offered decent houses and 
conditions. It is regrettable that there are 
children not yet born who will have to be 
brought up in houses that stand to-day as 
slums.” 

Some architects were not very happy about 
the Housing Supplement published by the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, 
containing proposals very carefully referred 
to as “‘ reduction in size of houses,” but which, 
in effect, amounted to a reduction in standards. 
When he looked at some of the new plans and 
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compared them with others published immedi- 
ately after the end of hostilities—in which 
kitchen planning, for instance, had received 
a great deal of attention—he could only 
regard the standard as having deteriorated, 
Mr. A. LiLeweL_tyN SmiTH, London, 
remarked that it was very difficult to achieve 
the standards laid down wisely or unwisely 
by authority and yet avoid that “‘ uninspired 
and flat-faced mediocrity ” which the speaker 
referred to. Nothing pleased him more in 
Mr. Maitland’s address than his adherence 
to tradition and his evident desire to retain 
something of the solidity, elegance and fine 
building which he had learned to associate 
with Scotland even in modern conditions. 
Mr. Water Barrett, Pembrokeshire 
County Council, said he felt the architects 
had not yet had the opportunity to play a 
full part in tackling the housing problem. 
The Government should be asked to give the 
architect a chance to see what he could do. 
Mr. Cecit Howitt, Nottingham, criticised 
local authorities for not employing qualified 
architects to plan their houses. When such 
houses were built they were stam with that 
degree of inefficiency which should always 
remind the elected councillors that they 
made a tremendous mistake in not’going to the 
profession for a good design. An architect- 
designed house was always stamped with the 
character and outlook of the architect. 
Commenting on the erection of consider- 
able numbers of three-apartment houses, he 
said the time had now come for very much 
more variety not only in design but in floor- 
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space of these houses. A major consideration 
in building houses te-day was the economic 
rent of the erection planned. He believed 
that every architect should have stamped at 
the top of his drawing the word: “ rent, 
rent, rent, ” about 12 times. 

Mr. JoHNSTON BLackett, Newport, Mon, 


_said they had been asked, through the Minister, 


to find an answer to the problem of low-cost 
building. One of the ways that were being 
done was by the reduction of circulation 
space. Mr. Livett was quite right in thinking 
that - standards were being reduced. “I 
am thinking about it, as most of us are. We 
as architects must find a solution to maintain 
the standard by using simpler forms of design. 
I like tradition as much as anyone else, but 
with the ‘ flat-faced style’ of architecture 
a little material goes a long way.” 

Mr. A. Pritt, County Borough of Black- 
pool, thought that in a solution to the housing 
problem the “ prefab’ must play its part. 
He thought architects had neglected this 
field, and it was because of this that prefabs 
were looked upon as unsatisfactory. ‘ Archi- 
tects, with their knowledge of materials and 
their knowledge of building technique, should 
put their weight behind—or in front of— 
the engineer, and correct all these little details 
which make prefabs so nauseating to us.” 

Replying, Mr. Maitland said he thought 
the observations about architects and prefabs 
were probably quite true. He thought, 
however, that the prefab had got into the 
hands of engineers, and the engineer was not 
particularly interested in design. 


ARCHITECTS AND THE HOUSING PROBLEM 
New Opportunities in the Sphere of Private Development 


i second of the two papers read at 
the British Architects’ Conference at 
Edinburgh last week was given by 
Mr. J. L. Womerstey, A.R.I.B.A., 
A.M.T.P.I., Borough Architect and Town 
Planning Officer, Northampton, whose 
subject was “‘ The Architect’s Contribu- 
tion to Housing in 1952.”” Mr. Womersley 
said that the post-war housing drive had 
given architects the opportunity for which 
they had been waiting, but economic 
conditions had now radically altered the 
problems they had to face. The balance 
of housing was now tending to shift back 
to private enterprise, where, he believed, 
there were new opportunities waiting 
to be grasped in regard to design and 
layout. We take the following extracts 
from Mr. Womersley’s remarks : 

It will generally be conceded that during 
the years 1945 to 1951 architects were 
able to make a bigger contribution to 
house building in this country, in relation 
to the size of the programme, than at any 
time since the Industrial Revolution. 
This was mainly due to the fact that the 
post-war Government steered the bulk 
of the work into the hands of local authori- 
ties in order that houses might be built 
to let, thus giving to those in greatest 
need the best opportunity to be housed. 
Whatever criticism may be levelled at 
the Government of the time, it was cer- 
tainly fully conscious of the need to ensure 
that its vast housing programme was well 
planned, technically and esthetically. 
Its Minister of Health, ably advised by his 
chief housing architect, gave local authori- 
ties clearly to understand that qualified 
architects should be placed in charge of 
both house design and the layout of estates. 


And so permanent architects were 
appointed by a great number of authorities 
whose housing work had previously been 
carried out under the tender mercies of 
engineers, and many other authorities en- 
gaged the services of the private architect. 
The launching of the Housing Medal 
Scheme, a most imaginative idea, fully 
confirmed the Government’s faith in archi- 
tects as the leaders of the housing team 
inasmuch as out of 35 awards made in 1950 
no fewer than 32 were gained by architects, 
while in 1951 architects gained 19 of the 
20 awards and shared in the remaining one. 
At the beginning of 1952, therefore, archi- 
tects found themselves firmly in the saddle, 
their unique position in regard to house 
design and layout being more generally 
recognised than ever before. It is well 
that we should ponder on that favourable 
state of affairs and contrast it with the 
position in 1938 and 1939, when it was 
estimated that not more than a quarter of 
the housing work was in the hands of 
architects. Perhaps some of us forget 
too easily the devastation of the country- 
side wrought by the speculator during the 
1930s while architects stood helplessly 
looking on. 

It can be said, then, that the early post- 
war years gave architects the opportunity 
for which they had been waiting. For so 
long as prices remained reasonably steady 
good standards of design, construction and 
layout could be achieved without undue 
difficulty. 


THE EARLY 1950s 


During 1950 and 1951, however, far 
from stabilising, prices actually rose more 
steeply. Good houses which had been 





The Royal Palace of Holyrood and the ruins of the Abbey founded by David I in 1128, with Arthur’s Seat 
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Of newer and _ healthier 
accommodation because the 
rent, despite the subsidies, 
is so much greater. 

Before considering means 
of expanding production or 
reducing dwelling sizes we 
should find out, far more 
precisely than has been the 
custom in the past, just 
what sort of accommodation 
is required. 

Now that Development 
Plans are largely complete, 
most authorities should have 
carried out a housing sur- 
vey from which the type of 
accommodation required in 
their area can be deduced. 
Many surveys have re- 
vealed a high degree of 
under-occupancy (as well 
as overcrowding) and a 
considerable deficiency of 
dwellings for the smaller 
families. Dwellings for 
small families both cost less 
and are finished more 
quickly than those for large 
families. Furthermore, the 
provision of a new single-, 
bedroom dwelling will 
often enable an _ existing 
two- or three-bedroom 
dwelling to be released, thus 
providing the equivalent of 





built in earlier years for £1,100 and £1,200 
rose to £1,400 and £1,500; and with a 
rearmameént. programme looming ahead, 
likely to cause a shortage of labour and 
materials in addition to increasing costs, 
the nature of the architect’s problem 


changed completely—more completely 
than perhaps some of us wish to realise. 

An architect designing a building for a 
private person will not usually desire to 
bring about his client’s bankruptcy. 
Whilst in the simple case of the two indi- 
viduals this policy seems merely one of 
common-sense economics, the present 
housing problem before the country to- 
day, which is fundamentally identical, is so 
camouflaged by central and local govern- 
ment subsidies and loans that we tend to 
become blind to the fact that we are living 
beyond our means. 

An awakening to the true financial posi- 
tion has, however, begun, and unless archi- 
tects are ready and anxious to point the 
way to a more economic house-building 
programme they may well find themselves 
thrown over, as a first public saving ! They 
have shown that they can produce well- 
laid-out houses of good quality where 
reasonable funds are available. They have 
still to prove beyond doubt that they are 
the best equipped members of the build- 
ing team to advise on the means to increase 
production and save costs. 

The task before us at this date in mid- 
1952 may therefore be summed up as 
follows: (1) to build houses at less cost ; 
(2) to build more houses more quickly and 
with the minimum amount of labour and 
materials ; (3) to plan housing schemes in 
the most comprehensive economic sense, 
embracing land use, roads, services and 


site preparation; (4) while doing these 
things, still to safeguard the quality of the 
houses and the regained amenities in 
layout. 


PRESENT LIVING CONDITIONS 


Before analysing ways and means to 
achieve these objectives it is important 
to consider them against the background 
of our present living conditions. 


One would think from the idealistic talk 
one sometimes hears—usually from people 
living in a comfortable house—that it is 
better to make those waiting for accommo- 
dation hold out for five or six years until 
they can be given the ideal home than to 
trim the ideal somewhat and by this and 
other means house them in two or three 
years. It seems necessary therefore to 
draw attention to the deplorable condi- 
tions in which-a large proportion of our 
populace is living. As an example let 
us reflect on three conditions which 
obtain in one Midlands town of better- 
than-average amenities ; out of a total of 
31,000 dwellings, 15,000—almost half— 
have no baths; 9,000—nearly one third— 
have no flushing system to their water 
closets; 3,500 new dwellings are re- 
quired to deal with overcrowding alone—a 
10-year programme at the present building 
rate. 


There is, however, one vital factor 
connected with these deplorable dwellings 
that ranks on the credit side of the balance, 
and that is the rent. Housing committees 
and managers know only too well the 
bitter irony of the situation where a 
family living in almost indescribable 
conditions does not wish to take advantage 


a £1,400 house for an outlay 
of £950. 

Hitherto it has been the general custom 
to house the four-person household in a 
two-bedroom type dwelling and the five- 
person household in a_ three-bedroom 
type. The recent move to provide a 
three-bedroom house—two single and one 
double— for the four person household is 
to be welcomed on two counts, the first 
because the occupier has the chance of 
allotting separate bedrooms to his girl 
and boy and the second because, based on 
the Ministry’s present standards, the 
two-bedroom house with an internal store 
is not an economic proposition. 

It behoves all architects to ensure, 
before embarking on any housing scheme, 
that the accommodation requirements 
have been scientifically calculated. 


SMALLER HOUSES 


In normal times no architect would 
wish to criticise the recommendations of 
the Dudley Committee of 1944, which 
did a remarkable job in consolidating 
informed opinion on matters of house 
design, with a view to setting really good 
standards for the years of peace which we 
all hoped lay ahead. Unfortunately times 
are not normal and whereas the Dudley 
Committee made their recommendations 
on the assumption that building costs 
would stabilise at about 30 per cent. above 
the pre-war figure, they are now recognised 
as being in the region of 300 per cent. of 
that datum. 

This staggering discrepancy is surely 
sufficient cause for a complete review of 
policy, but what, in fact, has been done? 
The 1944 Housing Manual laid down 
standards somewhat below the Dudley 
recommendations; the 1949 Manual 
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raised them somewhat above, and the 
plans illustrated in Houses 1952, the 
Second Supplement to the 1949 Manual, 
put them «back to a point somewhere 
between 1944 and 1949. While some of 
the plans in this latest publication give 
official blessing to many important 
economic improvements brought about by 
individual experiments—the omission of 
the tunnel passage; partial or whole- 
house heating from one centrally placed 
fire; internal stores ; reduction or omis- 
sion of halls—it is nevertheless clear that 
in themselves these savings will neither 
achieve 300,000 dwellings a year nor 
bring down the cost of houses sufficiently 
to enable all those in need to pay the rent. 
Particularly is this the case when, as in 
certain of the plans, the space saving has 
been achieved by adopting wider frontages 
and more complicated construction. 

‘‘ But,” it may be said, “ what more 
can we do? We must preserve standards.” 
The question is, ‘‘ What standards ?” 
Standards are relative and personal, and 
it is dangerously easy to criticise any new 
venture on the grounds that it departs 
from ‘‘ standards.” 
feel that they are being prevented from the 
full use of their powers of ingenuity in 
design by an insistence on specified room 
sizes. In small house design the funda- 


mental factor is room shape. 

Provided room shapes are planned to 
take normal bedroom furniture in normal 
positions, the minima for first and third 
bedrooms: could well be reduced to 
120 sq. ft. and 60 sq. ft. respectively in 
place of the present 135 sq. ft. and 70 sq. ft. 


It seems more reasonable to reduce bedroom 
sizes where, when all is said and done, one 
normally spends only one’s sleeping hours, 
than to make the serious inroads on the 
Dudley kitchen proposed in some of the 
plans in Houses 1952. 


THE STUDY-BEDROOM 


One of the chief criticisms levelled at 
the smaller house has been that it suffers 
from the disadvantage that either its two 
ground-floor rooms, living room and 
dining-kitchen, are each inadequate for 
family gatherings, or that if the living room 
is enlarged at the expense of the dining- 
kitchen, to give a living-dining room and 
working kitchen, there is no alternative 
room available for a member of the 
household to study while the rest of the 
family are active in the living room. 

With the scientific methods of house- 
heating now available this problem can be 
overcome by heating at least one of the 
first-floor bedrooms so that it may be used 
also as a study. We must realise that we 
can no longer afford, nor do we any longer 
need, to devote nearly half of our total 
house area solely to night use. 

Seen against the social and economic 
background I have described, and realising 
the possibility of making some, at least, of 
the first-floor bedroom space available for 
daytime and evening use, it is difficult to 
believe that a house of 800 sq. ft. gross is 
inadequate for a family of five. A reduc- 
tion of 100 sq. ft. on the aggregate floor 
area, taken at the rate of 20s. per sq. ft., as 
it is space only that is saved, would effect a 
saving of £100 on the Ministry’s latest 
hve-person house types whose average 
area is just over 900 sq. ft. The inclusion 
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in our programme of at least a proportion 
of such smaller houses surely deserves the 
most serious consideration. 

Simplicity of structure ; simple, short 
heating and plumbing systems ; and the 
grouping together of sanitary fittings 
should, of course, be integral factors in 
small-house design. ‘There is, however, 
still scope for further standardisation and 
prefabrication of parts. 


NON-TRADITIONAL HOUSES 


Judging from papers given at the Build- 
ing Research Congress last October it 
would seem that abroad, as well as at 
home, non-traditional house-building has 
not yet had a general effect of reducing 
costs. It has, however, played an essen- 
tial part in supplementing the traditional 
house-building programme. 

The cross-wall system of construction 
might well be dealt with first in any con- 
sideration of non-traditional housing 
methods, for it is a development combining 
traditional and prefabricated construction 
which has important economic potentiali- 
ties. Its principles are that the brick 
cross-walls take all the loads of floor and 
roof, the front and rear walls being merely 
weather screens which can be made of 
panels of various kinds of prefabricated 
materials. 

One of the most important economic 
features is the saving on foundation work 
resulting from restricting the loads to the 
cross-walls. It is claimed that the worse 
the site, the greater is the saving on founda- 
tions compared with those of a traditional 
house. 

The saving of traditional materials, 
particularly bricks, is considerable. 

It would appear that both in Britain 
and on the Continent one of the non- 
traditional types which has been proved 
to compete most favourably with the brick 
house is the ‘‘ No-Fines ” im situ concrete 
house. One important advantage of this 
form of construction over most of the 
prefabricated types is that it allows more 
freedom to the individual architect who 
does not have to accept a particular house 
“lock, stock and barrel.” 


PREFABRICATED HOUSES 


It is perhaps significant that the pre- 
fabricated house has so far made only 
limited headway in the economic field 
despite the innumerable types which have 
been tried, with official blessing and 
support. The contrast with the success of 
prefabrication in school and factory build- 
ing is considerable and the answer may be 
that, at least in areas within easy reach of 
brickfields, the cost of the traditional 
materials is sufficiently low to make it 
impossible for prefabrication, with its 
essentially more expensive materials, to 
compete in the housing field. In any 
case it is surely more logical, assuming 
both methods of building are essential 
to our economy to-day, to build the larger 
buildings, with their larger components, 
of prefabricated materials rather than the 
house for which the small brick unit is so 
convenient. It is therefore all the more 
unfortunate that certain major non-hous- 
ing programmes are competing so strongly 
for bricks. 

It must be noted, however, that the 
Special Reports of the National Building 
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Studies, which examined 13 types of non- 
traditional houses, gave highest praise of 
all to a prefabricated type—consisting of 
large crane-handled precast concrete wall 
units with cast in situ columns and beams— 
which in the words of the Report “ can 
be cheaper in cost than the traditional 


‘house of comparable size and introduces 


really large economies in man-power.” 

Circular 28/52 recently issued by the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, which promises local authorities 
larger housing allocations all round pro- 
vided they take them in non-traditional 
types, is a major challenge to the architec- 
tural profession. Unless architects are 
able to play a full part in researches on 
non-traditional forms of construction, 
free from bias towards the use of any 
particular material, it is unlikely that this 
type of house will reach a standard of 
design combined with a degree of economy 
truly comparable with those of the brick 
house. 


RESEARCH, PRODUCTION 
AND PRODUCTIVITY 


Whatever differences of opinion there 
may be on non-traditional housing, it 
cannot be denied that researches into new 
methods are providing an urgently needed 
stimulus to improvements in traditional 
building technique. 

The views of experts given at the Build- 
ing Research Congress indicated that there 
was, in our particular iridustry, a deplor- 
able gap between research and production. 
This gap must be bridged if productivity 
is to go up and costs come down and the 
architect should be fully alive to the part 
he has to play in this operation. It is 
open to doubt whether the recommenda- 
tions of the Anglo-American Productivity 
Team are being implemented as enthusias- 
tically as they might be. Here, in 
particular, the architect has a responsibility 
to foster the work of the joint productivity 
committees of architects, builders and 
quantity surveyors. He must become, 
in every sense, the leader of the house- 
building team. 

I have left until last one of the most 
far-reaching factors affecting both the 
visual and thé economic scene—the lay- 
out. Unless the same detailed attention 
is paid to the layout as has been given to the 
design of the individual houses the labour 
and money saved thereby will be thrown 
away. 

Road costs, being second only to house 
costs, must somehow be reduced and the 
most effective way to do it is by reducing 
the lengths of the roads themselves. For 
those of us who feel that there is greater 
architectural. and social unity in -house 
groups around greens than in corridor 
streets it is heartening to find that in the 
green type layout, where skilful use has 
been made of access paths and narrow 
carriageways, the cost of roadwork per 
house can be as much as 20 per cent. 
lower than that on a normal corridor 
street layout. 

Densities, as well as the cost per house of 
roads and_ services, are considerably 
affected by decisions made on such matters 
as house grouping and house frontage. ‘ 
The semi-detached block with outbuild- 
ings at the flanks is the most flagrantly 
wasteful in these respects, although it is, 
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of course, the easiest to plan. Stores, 
unless contained inside the house, should 
where possible be sited at the rear. The 
use of long terraces should be welcomed 
on both esthetic and economic grounds 
and frontages over 22 ft. 6 in. should be 
regarded as a luxury. Somehow we 
must increase net housing densities from 
10 or 11 per acre to something nearer 15, 
exclusive of flats, and still retain the 
amenities now associated with the house 
group form of development. 

The omission of front fences, or their 
substitution by a simple precast kerb, 
happily combines amenity with economy 
and-is gradually gaining acceptance in 
many parts of the country. Long screen 
walls, unnecessary under-building, deep 
drains and superfluous manholes consume 
precious time, labour and capital, the 
avoidance of which calls for both careful 
drawing office work and site supervision. 
Nevertheless, there is little to be gained 
and everything to be lost by the recent 
official banishment of all screen walls. A 
return to the appearance of some of the 
pre-war housing estates, where gaps 
between houses expose sheds and shacks 
and the housewife hanging out her 
washing, can only be contemplated with 
horror. 


CONCLUSION 


Let me return to the point I made 
earlier. The balance of housing is tend- 
ing to shift back into private hands. If 
housing schemes are to maintain their post- 
war standards in design and layout it is 


essential that architects should play the 
same part in private development as they 
are playing in the subsidised housing pro- 


gramme. We can hardly expect this to 
come about by Government edict. We 
must bring it about by proving to the 
public in general and the private developer 
in particular that not only can we design 
good individual houses to a well laid out 
plan but that we can design all-embracing 
housing schemes which are economically 
sounder than those prepared by anybody 
else. 

We have for too Iong allowed the public 
to associate ugliness with economy instead 
of with ignorance. _ Time and again 
economy and esthetics go hand in hand. 
This year, with the private: and local 
authority programmes going forward to- 
gether, the architect has a unique oppor- 
tunity of establishing that Britain’s most 
profitable housing investmaent is the 
enlistment of his services. 


DISCUSSION 


Moving a vote of thanks to Mr. Womersley, 
Mr. Leonarp C. Howitt, City Architect, 
Manchester, said it showed the realism of the 
Southerner which nicely counter-balanced 
the romanticism of Mr. Steel Maitland, a 
traditionalist with an’ outlook appreciative 
of individual quality and design but perhaps 
not fully realising the full implications of rising 
costs and the rearmament programme. Mr. 
Womersley’s address was a most lucid 
and realistic review of the position which had 
arisen in the early 1950s and summarised the 
task facing the profession to-day, though 
architects might differ about:the methods. by 
which economies might be made.“ He him- 
self had reservations about the reduction in 
bedroom space. 

The cynic might say that in 1952 architec- 
ture’s contribution to housing had been to 


THE BUILDER 


bring the back door round to the front. But 
there was more to it than that. Ingenuity had 
been used to combine architectural economy 
with economic necessity, as evidenced by 
many examples throughout the country, some 
of which had just been illustrated. The 
contribution of the architect had mainly con- 
cerned subsidised housing, but there was great 
need for the architect’s guidance in private 
work. ‘‘ What the person who builds a 
house privately wants more than anything 
else is that it should not be mistaken for a 
council house. Council houses are usually 
architect-designed, so the consequence is that 
the houses of the speculative builder must 
not look as though they had been conceived 
by an architect. Many privately built houses 
erected recently seem to have achieved that 
desired result.” 


NEED FOR CO-OPERATION 


Mr. Ian M. Lesuiz, Hon.A.R.1.B.A.’ 
editor of The Builder, who seconded, took up 
the point of, co-operation between architect 
and builder. He said that the architec- 
tural profession had succeeded in making 
very great reductions in house costs through 
planning. He believed, in spite of views to 


’ the contrary, that they had managed to make 


houses cheaper without in any way destroying 
their value as homes. But he believed that 
the contribution the architect could make to 
lower-cost housing on purely planning lines 
might have reached its limit. They would 
have to look now to new methods, and to new 
efforts of collaboration between the man who 
designed and the man who built. 

Mr. Womersley and his colleague, Mr. 
Hopkinson, in their £1,000 house, had shown 
thac collaboration between architect, quantity 
surveyor and builder did pay very handsome 
dividends. In the private house building field, 
the R.I.B.A. could help by encouraging archi- 
tects in a down-to-earth approach to planning 
and by showing themselves to housebuilders 


not only capable of, but anxious of entering - 


the speculative field. He suggested that the 
joint committee of the R.I.B.A. and the 
National Federation should be brought into 
active life and set loose upon the problem of 
getting more houses at lower cost. 

Mr. Ceci. Howitt, F.R.I.B.A., Notting- 
ham, said that the shortage of building 
materials, in pasticular timber, cement, and 
steel supplies, was still very bad, which meant 
that houses other than traditional in construc- 
tion must be erected in large quantities if they 
were to get anywhere near a solution of the 
housing problem. Many architects, he 
thought, did not like “ prefabs,”’ but the time 
had come for them to take the problem much 
more seriously. It was up to the architect 
to match his skill with that of the engineer and 
produce something really worth while. 


NEW FORMS OF CONSTRUCTION 


Mr. J. H. ForsHaw, Chief Architect, 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government, 
said he thought Mr. Womersley’s paper had 
brought out quite forcefully the national 
need for houses. ‘“‘ We are all aware of it in 
a rather loose sort of way, but I wonder if we 
all realise that in the next 10-15-20 years we 
want 4-5 million new houses ? How are we 
going to get these ? We have been going hard 
at it so far as material and labour will allow 
since the end of the war, and we have produced 
approximately one million houses. If we 
are to improve that pace—and, believe me, the 
indications are that materials and labour and 
finance will be difficult in years to come—that 
means we shall have. to adopt some extra- 
ordinary new forms of construction. We 
must have new thought about constructional 
methods, about methods on the site, and about 
planning.” 

Speakers at the conference had spoken of 
the need for variety. He (Mr. Forshaw) 
could not agree more, but largely we could 
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only get that variety, he felt, in layout. We 
had to accept a considerable degree of stan- 
dardisation and look for variety in the heights 
of buildings, in more compact building, in 
width ef roads and, above all, in a more 
pleasant approach to our homes. 

Reports he had read of the previous day’s 
conference suggested that the architect had 
given place to the engineer. “I think that 
in the work we are moving into we shall be 
brought nearer to the work of the engineer. 
I don’t see how we can remain much longer 
a profession divorced from him.” The builder, 
architect and engineer must really unite in 
The work I am particularly engaged in 
at the moment with Sir Donald Bailey is 
looking at the problem of housing materials. 
I do feel that whatever our committee will be 
able to advise I am quite sure that an oppor- 
tunity will be given not only to the young man, 
perhaps more open-minded and able to see 
the advantages of standardisation, but also to 
the traditionalist—the man spending most of 
his life working with traditional materials. 
He will come to realise that we can have a 
degree of prefabrication of interiors incor- 
porated in traditional houses, and by doing 
so will help to speed output. Unless we do 
that we shall fall down in our task.” 

Mr. A. G. SHEPPARD Fipter, F.R.I.B.A., 
City Architect, Birmingham, said that in view 
of the immensity of the housing problem there 
would have to be acceptance of a certain 
amount of standardisation at the risk of 
monotony. The only answer was really 
good layout. An intelligent knowledge of 
landscape architecture was most important 
to the architect, and he wished a more com- 
pressed course in landscape architecture could 
be devised. 


THE LABOUR FORCE 


Mr. R. A. H. Livett, City Architect, 
Leeds, said that he was doubtful in his own 
mind whether we were doing the right thing 
in trying to get more and cheaper houses by 
reducing the sizes. In his contention, the 
root of the whole trouble was not one of 
planning but one of labour. ‘‘ What does it 
cost to import labour into your cities to help 
build the houses ? It takes a man one year and 
four months to produce a house. If that man 
is transported daily from one city to another 
it costs the local ratepayéts and the Govern- 
ment well over {100. If you reduce the size 
of a house from 1,000 to goo sq. ft., what do 
you save? Not the 26s.—27s. per sq. ft. it 
costs to build the 1,000 sq. ft. house; you 
save a great deal less than £1 per sq. ft. 


“In my city we were building 1,000 sq. ft. 
houses at 26s.-27s. per sq. ft. I am dead 
against many of the cuts, but realise something 
has to be done, and we did everything we were 
asked to. The last tender, in open competi- 
tion, worked out at 32s. per sq. ft. I think 
a great amount is going on this problem of 
labour. I think something must be done in 
this country to get a bigger building trade 
labour force, and it must be a balanced force.” 


Mayor G. B. Cox, F.R.I.B.A., Birmingham, 
said that a solution to the great and pressing 
housing problem rested to some extent on the 
production of really competitive tenders by 
the building industry. ‘“ The architect can 
put all his skill and all his heart into planning, 
but I don’t believe it is what the architect 
puts in, it is what the building industry takes 
out that is delaying a great deal of housing.” 


We had to get down to the basic facts of 
competitive tendering. Every year we were 
calling up, month after month, our young 
men. “If the building industry can’t pro- 
vide labour we shall have to look in other 
directions, and I submit—at the risk of putting 
a spanner in the political works—that works 
construction battalions of men being trained 
in the Royal Engineers would go far to pro- 
viding a solution to the labour problem.” 
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THE CONFERENCE DINNER 


HE use of colour in building was referred 
to by the Eart or Home, Minister of 
State for Scotland, when he proposed the 
toast of “The Royal Institute of British 
Architects and its Allied Societies’ at the 
conference dinner on Friday. Why, in 
Scotland, he asked, did they not make more 
use of colour in their building? It had 
always seemed to him strange that bright 
colours were. used most widely in those 
countries where the light was strongest, where- 
as the most pleasing colour effects were 
secured where light was soft and clear as it 
was in Scotland. He believed more use of 
colour would bring warmth to the Scottish 
countryside. 

The architect, he said, had the perpetual 
challenge of social and economic conditions 
which were never still and the essence of his 
craft was the creation of beauty. “Tin 
the past you have had period when inspiration 
has been lacking. It is, for instance, a long 
time since the start of the industrial revolution 
and only now are we developing a style of 
industrial architecture which fits the purpose 
of modern industry, which has a distinctive 
character and which (if one can ever achieve 
beauty in concrete and steel) has a certain 
esthetic appeal—but it is in our castles and 
our churches, our manor houses, in some of 
the squares and streets and crescents of our 
towns, and in the English villages, that the 
United Kingdom has 2 heritage as rich in 
variety and beauty of design as any country 
in the world. 


‘In Scotland we have our share of the 
glories ; Edinburgh is rich in them and among 
them the prolific work of the Adam brothers 
has brought us full and deep satisfaction. 
But in some ways we do not make the most of 
our incomparable natural beauty—in, for 


instance, the long, grey lines of austere houses 
which too often go to make up the Scottish 


village. In many things England can profit 
from us, but the average English village can 
teach us something with its varied use of 
brick and stone and timber and colour— 
with the central feature the village church— 
all grouped among carefully planted trees 
round the village green.” 

At present so little was built for the 
private patron and so much for the public 
authority. ‘“‘ For some time to come, it is 
inevitable that there will be less knowledge, 
less expression of individuality, less variety 
and more standardisation. But we need 
not despair, if the local and public authorities 
will realise that just because the times require 
economy of materials and a high degree of 
standardisation, there is an added obligation 
on them to take trouble to achieve beauty.” 
It seemed to him that in the factory or public 
building architects were setting a standard, 
but in the private dwelling-house they had 
hardly begun. There was an unimaginative 
uniformity for which there could be little 
excuse. Of course the difficulties were real 
but they could be overcome. 


Mr. A. GraHAM HENDERSON, A.R.S.A., 
Hon. F.R.I.A.C., President, replying to the 
toast, said the conference was the biggest the 
Association had ever held, and had left them 
with something positive to think about. The 
urgency of providing housing accommodation, 
the speed of building and the question of 
keeping costs down were the essentials of 
to-day. ‘* We should always regard austerity 
not as a frustration but a challenge to us to 
show what we are worth,” he said. 

Proposing “The City of Edinburgh,” 
Lieut.-Cot. A. CuLLen, O.B.E., T.D., 
F.R.I.B.A., quoted from Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s criticism of Edinburgh in his 
» Picturesque Notes.” 

“ Recently—very recently,” he said, 
have had critics who do not possess Poco lle s 


literary gifts, and who do not possess his 
inborn knowledge of Scotland and our 
Scottish way of life. I would gently chide 
them by saying that Scotsmen have a remark- 
able aptitude for ordering their own affairs.” 


Lorp Provost JaMes MILLER, himself a 
building contractor, did not feel particularly 
apologetic about Edinburgh’s architecture. 
For the Golden Age of Edinburgh—the end 
of the 18th and beginning of the 19th cen- 
turies—he thought the city had much to be 
thankful. It extended a challenge not only 
to Edinburgh Town Council but to the 
architects. There was no reason at all why, 
though the times might dictate an austere 
form of architecture, there should not at least 
be good design. 

Mr. W. H. KintnmonrtH, President of the 
Edinburgh Architectural Association, propos- 
ing the toast of ‘‘ The Guests,” said he was 
not at all humble about Edinburgh or her 
architects. It seemed to him that it was her 
architects who had clothed this old city in 
purple and crowned her a queen amongst 
Cities. 

“Yet although this town is renowned for 
its architecture, I doubt if during this visit 
many of you have discovered many buildings 
of major architectural importance completed 
in Edinburgh since the war. It is true that 
some may be under construction, and I 
would like to pay my tribute to our Town 
Council for the lead they have given so 
recently in the Royal Mile. But this is not 
enough. If Edinburgh is to fear no rivals 
for her crown we, her architects, must be 
given the opportunity to uphold her repu- 
tation.’ 


Lorp BILsLaND, Chairman of the Scottish 
Council (Development and Industry), replied. 


The guests included : The Countess of Home, Mrs. 
James Miller, Mrs. A. Graham Henderson, Dr. W. A. 
Alexander (Pres., Royal College of Physicians), Dr. 
D. A. Allan (Dir., Royal Scottish Museum), Mr. John 
Cameron (Dean of Faculty of Advocates),Major and 
Mrs. G. B. Cox, Major and Mrs. C. F. W. Haseldine, 
Mr. W. O. Hutchinson (Pres., Royal Scottish Academy), 
Sir Patrick Laird, Mr. George W. Lord (Pres., Alberta 
Association of Architects), Mr. D. Forbes Mackintosh 
(Headmaster, Loretto), Sir Frank Mears and Lady 
Mears, Professor Walter Mercer (Pres., Royal College 
of Surgeons), Professor and Mrs. Gordon Stephenson, 
Sir John Mackay (Sec., Scottish Board of Education), 
Sir Ernest Wedderburn (Deputy-Keeper of the Signet), 
Miss H. Allberry, Mr. and Mrs. C. H. Aslin, Mr. and 
Mrs. A. C. Barrie, Eric L. Bird, Johnson Blackett, Mr. 
and Mrs. Leonard C. Blakey, Mr. and Mrs. Cecil 
Burns, Mr. and Mrs. R. Carruthers-Ballantyne, Mr. 
and Mrs. T. N. Cartwright, J. T. Castle, Mr. and Mrs. 
— i. eee Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Coia, Mr. and 

W. H. Howard Cooke, Mr. and Mrs. T. S. 
rac Ril Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Cowan, Mr, and Mrs. 
F. Hamer Crossley, Mr. and Mrs. Norman Culley, 
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Culpin, John Darling, D. 
Stratton Davis, Mr. and Mrs. H. Stratton Davis, John 
A. Dempster, Mr. and Mrs. Harold A. Dod, Mr. and 
Mrs. Peter om Mr. and Mrs. Leo. Durnin, C. HL 
Elkins, E. A. Ferriby, Mr. and Mrs. A. G. Sheppard 
Fidler, Gilbert Fraser, Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Gardner- 
Medwin, Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Geens, Mrs. R. A. Gerrard, 
D. E. E. Gibson, Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Gleave, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Hardie Glover, Mr. and Mrs. A. Esmé Gordon, 
Mr. and Mrs. L. Grahame-Thomson, Mr. and Mrs. 
C. A. Harding, Dex Harrison, W. F. Howard, Mr, and 
Mrs. T. Cecil Howitt, Mr. and Mrs. Leonard C. 
Howitt, J. O'Hanlon Hughes, Robert Hurd, Mr. and 
Mrs. Lockhart W. Hutson, Mr. and Mrs. Gordon 
Jatkson, Gilbert H. Jenkins, Mr. and Mrs. Francis 
Jones, Howard Kelly, Mrs. W. H. Kininmonth, Mr. 
and Mrs. G. H. Lawrence, Ian M. Leslie, E. Wamsley 
Lewis, Mr. and the Hon. Mrs. Ian Lindsay, Mr. and 
Mrs. R. A. H. Livett, Robert Lyon, William McCrea, 
Alexander T. Macintyre, Mr. and Mrs. J. McKay, 
Mr. and Mrs. G. R. Mackenzie, ag G. Gardner 
McLean, Mr. | eet Macrae (Sec., R.I.A.S.) and 
Mrs. Macrae, T. Waller Marwick, R. H. Matthew, 
Mr. and Mrs.'S. W. Milburn, S. Elden Minns, Mr. and 
Mrs. R. Mervyn ‘Noad, John Noble (Pres., Saltire 
Society), Mr. and Mrs. F. J. M. Ormrod, Mr. and Mrs. 
R. W. Paterson, Mr. and Mrs. Norval R. Paxton, 
Frank A. B. Preston (Pres., Inst. of Municipal and 
County Engineers), Mr. and yo Noel Pyman, Mr. 
and or Alan Reiach, Mr. and Mrs. Colin ue 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Scott, Thomas Sibtho 
A. Foal ows Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Basil Spence, C. D. 
Spragg (Sec., R.I.B.A.), Alexander Steele, J. W. Train 
(Vice-Pres., "Scottish Building Employers), Mr. and 
Mrs. Michael Waterhouse, Alwyn B. 
Wicks, R. S. Wilshere, Mr. and Mrs. 
ley, Mr. and Mrs. Edward G. Wylie, 
W. Cecil Young. 


Waters, Pembroke 
. Lewis Womers- 
. R. S. Yorke and 


COMPETITION NEWS 
Petrol Filling Stations 


The awards in the architectural competi- 
tions for petrol service statiofis, sponsored 
by Shell-Mex and B.P., Ltd. are now 
announced. 

(A) Country Service STATION: Ist (£300): M- 
Gregory, Dip.Arch. (Sydney), 18, Lancaster-terrace, 
London, W.2; 2nd (£150): G. M. Crockett, A.R.LB.A., 
98, Fellows-road, London, N.W.3; commended (£25 
each): N. H. and D. W. Notley, AA.R.I.B.A., Manor 
House, Market-square, Bingham, Notts; and Jack 
Tomlinson, A.R.LB.A., 2, Lindisfarne, Holywood, 
Belfast. 

(B) SupuRBAN Service STaTION: Ist (£300): M. 
Gregory, Dip.Arch. (Sydney), 18, Lancaster-terrace, 
London, W.2; 2nd (£150): G. H. Fletcher, A.R.LB.A. 
and R. T. Miller, 6, Rokeby-avenue, Beechwood, Middles- 
brough; commended (£25 each): Margaret A. Paul, 
A.R,LB.A. (in association with Arthur Baker), 3, 
Seymour-terrace, Anerley, S.E.20; and F. Thomas, 
A.R.LB.A. (in association with Jan Cybulski, Dip.Arch.), 
35, Maxwellton-road, East Kilbride, Lanarkshire. 

(C) Main Motorway SERVICE STATION: Ist (£300): 
G. M. Crockett, A.R.I.B.A., 98, Fellows-road, London, 
N.W.3; 2nd (£150): A. Reiach, R. Cowan and T. R. 
Spaven, AA.R.I.B.A., 30, Melville-street, Edinburgh; 
commended (£25 each): Philip Brown, A.R.1LB.A. (in 
ass®ciation with Gordon Elliott), 46, Grange Mount, 
Birkenhead; and Paul Boissevain, Dip.Arch., M.S.1.A., 
and Barbara Osmond, A.R.I.B.A. (in association with 
Horacio Caminos), 65, Portland-place, London, W.1. 

There were 518 entries. Competitors’ 
drawings and models of the winning designs 
will be publicly exhibited at the Royal Insti- 
tute Galleries, Piccadilly, W.1, from August 
11-28. The assessors were Mr. David du R. 
Aberdeen, Mr. D. A. Birchett and Mr. 
Frederick Gibberd. 


OBITUARY 
C. F. W. Dening, R.W.A., F.R.LB.A. 


We record with great regret the death, 
which took place on June 26, of Mr. Charles 
Frederick William Dening, of Bristol. Born 
in 1876, he served articles. with H. D. Bryan, 
and as a young man won the National 
Bronze Medal for Architectural Design. Set- 
ting: up in practice, he was successful in 
several competitions, including those for St. 
Alban’s Church, Westbury; Alexandra Park 
Schools, Fishponds; Shirehampton * Schools; 
the “ Country Life ” Cottages; and Guildford 
War Memorial. He was second (equal) in 
Crewe Town Hall and third in the Australian 
Parliament House competitions. 


Dening carried out many buildings in the 
West Country, his buildings including the 
reconstruction of the Colston Hall, between 
the wars; the restoration of the Red Lodge 
for the Bristol Savages; the restoration of 
Christ Church, Bristol; and much housing 
and commercial work in addition to war 
memorials at Shepton Mallet, Portbury and 
Portishead. He held the appointment of 
advisory architect to Bristol Hotsing Com- 
mittee; was a member of the Royal West of 
England Academy and chairman of Artists’ 
Council; and a member of the Architecture 
Club. He published “The Eighteenth- 
Century Architecture of Bristol.” “A very 
clever architect and a delightful companion ” 
is the epitaph on him by a contemporary. 


W. A. Johnson, F.R.LB.A. 


We regret to announce the death of Mr. 
William Albert Johnson, F.R.I.B.A., of 
Bramhall, Cheshire, who was for 36 years 
chief architect to the Co-operative Whole- 
sale Society, Manchester. He was 67. 
Among his works are the C,W.S Bank 
premises in Corporation-street, Manchester, 
and other buildings which form part of the 
Society’s central premises. He was a former 
president of the Manchester Society of 
Architects. 





R.LB.A., 


The Full List of Council 


lia full membership of the Council 

of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects for the session 1952-53 is 
given below. A list of newly-elected 
members and of those who failed to 
secure election was given in our issue of 


June 20. 
President: Howard Robertson, M.C., A.R.A.» 
S.A.D.G 


Past-presidents: H. S. Goodhart-Rendel, M.A., 
Mus.B., and Michael T. Waterhouse, M.C. 

Vice-Presidents : P. G, Fairhurst, M.A. (Manchester), 
(Chairman of the Allied Societies’ Conference); C. H. 
Aslin ; R. E. Enthoven ; and Martin S. Briggs. 

Honorary Secretary ; Kenneth M, B. Cross. 

Honorary Treasurer ; Thos, E, Scott. 

Members of Council : Professor Sir L. P. Abercrombie, 
M.A., Hon.D.Litt., F.S.A., M.T.P.I. (Aston Tirrold) ; 
C. H. Aslin, C.B.E. (Hertford); Victor Bain (Leeds) ; 
Hubert Bennett (Leeds); Sir Hugh Casson, M.A. ; 
Anthony M. Chitty; M.A., A.M.T.P.I.; D. Clarke 
Hall; J. Murray Easton; R. E. Enthoven; R. J. 
Gardner-Medwin, B.Arch., M.T.P.I. (Edinburgh) ; 
Frederick Gibberd, M.T.P.I.; Professor W. G. 
Holford, M.A., M.T.P.I. ; Leonard C. Howitt, B.Arch., 
M.T.P.I. (Manchester); S. Rowland Pierce; Basil 
Spence, O.B.E., A.R.S.A. (Edinburgh); C. G. Still- 
man; G. Grey Wornum; F. R. S. Yorke. 

Associate Members of Council : Hon. Lionel G, B. Brett, 
M.A. (Oxford); H. T. Cadbury-Brown; D. E 
Gibson, C.B.E., M.A., A.M.T.P.I. 
S. A. W.. Johnson-Marshall, B.Arch. ; ¥ 
Livett, O.B.E. (Leeds); R. H. Matthew, C.B.E.; 
Peter F. Shepheard, B.Arch., A.M.T.P.I.; Ralph 
Tubbs, O.B.E. ; Lewis Womersley (Northampton), 

Licentiate Members of Council : S. Vincent Goodman 
(Bedford) ; G. H. Morris (Coventry ; S. Lunn White- 
house (Birmingham). 


(Coventry) 
A. H. 


REPRESENTATIVES OF ALLIED SOCIETIES 


(1) Six Representatives from the Northern Province 
of England : C. A. Harding (F) (Northern Architec- 
tural Association); W. C. Young (F) (Manchester 
Society of Architects); F. J. M. Ormrod (F) (Liver- 
pool Architectural Society); Colin Rowntree (F) 
(York and East Yorkshire Architectural Society) ; 
Noel Pyman (F) (West Yorkshire Society of Architects) ; 
S. E. Minns (L) (Sheffield, South Yorkshire and Dis- 
trict Society of Architects and Surveyors). 

(2) Five Representatives from the Midland Province 
of England: C. E. M. Fillmore (F) (Birmingham and 
Five Counties Architectural Association) ; One repre- 
sentative, the Leicestershire and Rutland Society of 
Architects; P. G. Copson (L) (Northamptonshire, 
Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire Association of 
Architects); T. Nelson Cartwright, D.S.C. (F) 
( ‘Nottingham, Derby and Lincoln Architectural 
Society); C. H. Thurston (L) (East Anglian Society 
of Architects). 

(3) Six Representatives from, the Southern Province 
of England : Lionel F. Vanstone (L) (Devon and Corn- 
wall Architectural Society); One_ representative, 
Wessex Federal Society of Architects ; F. A. C. Maunder 
(F) (Berks, Bucks and Oxon Architectural Association) ; 
Gordon Sutcliffe i) Connection and Isle of Wight 
Architectural Association) ; Harold Conolly (F) (Essex 
Cambridge and Hertfordshire a of Architects) ; 
R. W. Paine, A.R.C.A. (A) (South-Eastern Society of 
Architects). 

(4) Four Representatives of Allied Societies in Scot- 
land: nominated by the Council of the Royal Incor- 
poration of Architects in Scotland : mas S. Cordiner 
(F) (Glasgow) ; Lieut.-Col. Alexander Cullen, O.B.E., 
T.D., F.R.LC.S., F.R.S.E., -T.P.I., F.S.A.Scot. 
(F) (Inverness); Lockhart W. Hutson, O.B.E. (F) 
en W. H. Kininmonth, A.R.S.A..(F) (Edin- 

urgh). 

(5) One Representative of Allied Societies in Wales : 

J. W. Bishop (A) (South Wales Institute of Architects). 

(6) Two Representatives of Allied Societies in Ireland : 
Francis McArdle, M.Sc., B.E., M.I.C.E.I. (F) (Royal 
Institute of the Architects of Ireland); R. H. Gibson 
(F) (Royal Society of Ulster Architects). 


OVERSEAS REPRESENTATIVES 


Representatives of Societies in Alliance with the Royal 
Institute Overseas: J. Roxburgh Smith (F) (The 
Royal Architectural Institute of Canada); L. Sylvester 
Sullivan (F) (Representative in the United Kingdom) ; 
Cobden Parkes (F) (The Royal Australian Institute of 
Architects) ;_ A. Graham Henderson, A.R.S.A. (F) 
(Representative in the United Kingdom); M. K. 
Draffin, M.C. (F) (New Zealand Institute of Architects) ; 
R. H. Uren (A) (Representative in the United Kingdom); 
D. F. Hugo Naude (A) (The Institute of South African 
Architects) ; | ichael T. Waterhouse, M.C. (F) 
(Representative in the United Kingdom). To be 
appointed: The Indian Institute of Architects and 
es oa ah . the United Kingdom. 

‘epresentative of the Architectural Association (Lon- 
ye 5 yrs (F). ‘ 

_ Representative of the Association of Building Tech- 
nicians : K. J. Campbell. (A.) 

Cc. of the Board of Architectural Education : 
Anthony M. Chitty, M.A., A.M.T.P.I. (F). 
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Chairman of the R.I.B.A. Registration Committee : 
Denis Poulton (F). q 

Two Representatives of the R.I.B.A. Salaried and 
Official Architects’ Committee. (To be appointed.) 

Chairman of the R.I.B.A. Allied Societies’ Conference : 
P. G. Fairhurst, M.A. (Manchester). 


Notes From Minutes 


OLLOWING are notes from the 
minutes of the Council meeting of the 
R.I1.B.A. held on June 17 : 


King George VI Memorial : The President 
stated that he had received an invitation to 
serve on the Site and Statue Sub-Committee 
set up by the Lord Mayor of London, but 
had suggested that the invitation should be 
transferred to Mr. Howard Robertson, 
President-Elect. 

British Architects’ Conference, 1954: The 
Council accepted the invitation of the Devon 
and Cornwall Architectural Society to hold 
the British Architects’ Conference in 1954 in 
Torquay. [The.1953 Conference will be held 
in Canterbury.—Ep.] 

Regional Housing Production Bodrds : The 
Council have been in correspondence with 
Sir Percy H. Mills in regard to the representa- 
tion of the architectural profession on Regional 
Housing Production Boards. Representatives 
of the Council met Sir Percy Mills and 
discussed the question fully and as a result, the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
has agreed to the nomination by the President, 
R.I.B.A., of a member in each administrative 
region, who will be available to be called on 
by the Production Board for consultation on 
matters of immediate importance to the 
profession. 

Representation of Salaried Architects in 
Salary Negotiations : The Council approved 
the action of the Salaried and Official Archi- 
tects’ Committee in setting up a sub-committee 
to consider and advise on measures that 
should be taken to provide effective representa- 
tion of salaried architects and architectural 
assistants in all negotiations affecting their 
conditions of service and salaries. 

Code of Professional Conduct : An amend- 
ment to Clause 6 of the Code of Professional 
Conduct was approved, substituting the 
following for the existing Clause 6 :— 

6. A member or student must not advertise 
or offer his professional services to any 
person or body corporate by means of 
circulars or otherwise, or make paid announce- 
ments in the Press, except that 

(a) he may advertise a _ professional 
appointment, open or wanted, provided the 
advertisement is directed only to members 
of the profession concerned ; 

(6) he may respond to an advertisement 
of a professional salaried appointment or 
to an advertisement addressed to members 
of the profession inviting them to submit 
their names for inclusion in a panel or list 
of names of architects, from which the 
advertiser may select an architect or 
architects for a particular project ; provided 
that his response to such an advertisement 
does not contravene any other Clause of 
this Code or the Institute’s Regulations 
for the Conduct of Architectural Competi- 
tions from time to time in force ; 

(c) he may insert in the architectural 
professional Press one notice of change of 
address ; 

(d) he may notify his correspondents by 
post once of any change of address. 
R.I.B.A. Standard Form of Contract: 

The Council approved amendments to the 
following Clauses of the R.I.B.A. Standard 
Form of Contract, recommended by the Joint 
Contracts Tribunal. The approval of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers having been given, the necessary 
amendment slips will be prepared for 
incorporation in the-Form. [The amendments 
are given on page 31.—Eb.] 
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PROFESSOR BUDDEN 
A Farewell Ball 


From a Correspondent 

FAREWELL ball was given on 
June 13, in the University Students’ 
Union, by the Liverpool University 
Architectural Society for Professor Lionel 
B. Budden, who is retiring after many 

years of service in the school. 
The ball was attended by many students, 
ex-students and members of the staff of 


Professor Budden calling for an encore 
after the first performance of “‘ Colonnade.” 
On his right are Miss Marilyn Marston, 
Lady President of the Liverpool University 
Architectural Society, and Mrs. Budden. 


the school, who had spared time from the 
pressing end-of-session demands of theses, 
orals and exam. marking to honour their 
teacher and friend. Organised by Robin 
Butterell, a fourth-year student, the event 
will be remembered as one of the most 
successful balls given by the school. 

Decor, designed by David Ashdown, 
Anthony Beckles-Willson and M. J. 
Bacon, all fourth-year students, was 
based on ingenious use of frames of 
scaffolding and tubing, through which 
hovered a profusion of flat planes of 
colour, mobiles and shapes, to produce 
an atmosphere altogether appropriate to 
an occasion of such $$ architectural 
significance, 

The Professor’s first appearance at the 
ball was in a small balcony overlooking 
the crowded Gilmour Hall, where a tense 
audience was already waiting to hear 2 
performance of the serenade specially 
commissioned by the society as its parting 
gift. 

The serenade, composed by Mr. Huge 
Cole and entitled ‘‘ Colonnade,” was 
performed by a small orchestra of students, 
who were given valuable and perhaps 
necessary assistance by several principals 
from the Liverpool Philharmonic 
Orchestra. 

After an encore of the finale, in which 
‘* sadder feelings are forgotten in a general 
dance,”’ the original score was presented 
to Professor Budden by John S. West, 
president of the Liverpool University 
Architectural Society. 


engin 
cost 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


District Heating Schemes 
URING the discussion of the Essex 
County Council Bill, on June 25, Sir 
HERBERT “WILLIAMS moved to omit that 
part of the Bill which authorised the 
Dagenham district heating scheme. He 
pointed out that this was entirely different 
from central heating; it was the supplying 
of heat from a central source to a large 
number of houses or flats. He referred to 
schemes in the Manchester area and to the 
Pimlico area of Westminster, as well as to 
a scheme at New Sarum. He felt that a 
very exhaustive technical examination was 
needed to discover whether these schemes 
were economic in the widest possible sensé. 
They involved considerable capital expendi- 
ture which might be better spent on other 
things; they also involved a very large con- 
sumption of fuel. He neither condemned 
nor praised, but he did ask that all the 
facts should be examined before a decision 
was reached. 

Mr. ERROL, who seconded the amend- 
ment, said that, superficially, district heating 
had many attractions, especially in a densely 
populated country such as ours. One had 
only to look at the immense amount of 
waste heat from power stations to bewail 
the loss of so many thermal units and to 
think what a pity it was that all that hot 
water was going down the river when it 
could be used to heat homes. He under- 
stood that the highly specialised example 
of Pimlico was economically worth while 
and that the scheme was proving a moderate 
success. What was superficially attractive, 
however, was not necessarily sound from 
an economic point of view when it was 
thoroughly examined, and it was because 
they wished to have the whole question 
of district heating thoroughly examined by 
engineers who could weigh up the exact 
cost of such schemes that they had raised 
the matter. 

Mr. PARKER (Labour) agreed that there 
was a strong case for inquiry, but did not 
think that the Dagenham scheme should 
be held up meanwhile. He felt that this 
experiment would provide much cleaner 
houses for everybody; it would lead to a 
considerable degree of smoke abatement; 
it would simplify housing construction; and 
it would lead to a good deal of labour- 
saving in the house. At Dagenham 416 
borough council houses were already sup- 
plied with heat in this way, and 63 L.C.C. 
houses were already connected up. As every 
week passed, further houses or blocks of 
flats were added to the scheme. 

Mr. NaABARRO (Conservative) said he had 
been advocating for many years that waste 
heat, notably from power houses, should 
be utilised for domestic services in the 
immediate proximity of the point at which 
the power was generated. He referred to 
the Warrington scheme, and said he was 
prepared to agree that to achieve high 
thermal efficiency in district heating schemes, 
using steam for the first time for driving 
a turbo-generator, the second time for heat- 
ing purposes, either domestically or indus- 
trially, and a third time for processing 
industrially, it was absolutely essential that 
there should be a proper balance between 
the power requirement and the heat require- 
ment. In Denmark, ever since the early 
1920s, they had been gradually developing 
combined heat and power schemes, a notable 
example being that of Esbjerg, in the 
western part of the peninsula. There, over 
a period of years. they had demonstrated 
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that power and heat services for industrial 


“purposes and domestic heating and _ hot- 


water services could be provided at rela- 
tively low figures. The Steam Engineer in 
April of this year published full particulars 
of the Esbjerg scheme, and The Builder, 
on February 1 of this year [page 193], 
published comprehensive particulars: of a 
most illuminating experiment in the East 
End of London, where Messrs. Mann, 
Crossman and Paulin’s brewery were sup- 
plying their surplus steam or waste heat 
for the heating of a block of L.C.C. flats 
which had been built only a few hundred 
yards away. He hoped that there would 
be an inquiry, but he did not want the 
Dagenham scheme held up. 

Mr. IAN WINTERBOTTOM (Labour) spoke 
of a scheme in Nottingham which they 
hoped to have which was linked with the 
fate of the Essex Bill. He hoped that the 
proposed powers would not be curtailed, 
and pointed out that the estimated saving 
for the 3,000 flats which would eventually 
be linked to the Battersea power station 
would be the equivalent of 10,000 tons of 
fuel a year, namely, three tons a flat, which 
was a very considerable saving. But he 
agreed that an inquiry might be of value. 

Replying to these speeches and to further 
debate, Mr. Marpies, the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government, recalled that in 1946 
Sir Ernest Simon, as he then was, issued 
a report on district heating and advised that 
an inter-departmental committee on central 
heating should be set up, with a district 
heating sub-committee to pay special atten- 
tion to the possibility of district heating in 
this country. In 1948 it was decided that 
the number of schemes which would be 
started in the United Kingdom would be 
twelve, and the committee had examined 29 
schemes, 11 of which had been started. In 
other words, one scheme was still to come 
and then the pilot batch of 12 would have 
been started. 

The terms of reference were to consider 
and make recommendations on the practica- 
bility of district heating schemes generally 
and of particular schemes which might be 
referred to them, and to include in their 
report recommendations as to the particular 
department to take action on these reports. 
So far, the sub-committee had not_sub- 
mitted a report on a scheme; but they had 
in draft a memorandum on experience so 
far gained which they would shortly submit 
to the main committee, who, in turn, would 
submit it to the Minister. He suggested 
that the matter be left to the Minister to 
consider, because when it was submitted the 
report would be based on factual evidence 
and no really useful purpose could be served 
until that report had been analysed. 

It was very difficult to generalise on these 
schemes, because every scheme varied in 
some degree from the other. One element 
was the saving of fuel. A thermo-electric 
scheme was more likely to save fuel than 
other schemes. Another question to be con- 
sidered was the question of labour costs in 
blocks of flats or offices, and the cost of 
heating to the particular tenant. He thought 
it would be better to let the main committee 
submit its recommendations, which could be 
considered by the Minister. 

The amendment was, by leave, withdrawn 
and the Bill read the third time. 


Credit for Small Builders 


On June 26 Mr. WILLIAM SHEPHERD asked 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer if he was 
aware that banks were not being helpful 
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to small builders; and if he would take steps 
to ensure that, in the application of credit 
policy, due weight was given to their needs. 

Mr. BUTLER said he had asked the banks 
to ensure that the credit policy of the 
banking system should operate in con- 
formity with the general principles laid 
down for the guidance of the Capital Issues 
Committee. He understood that the banks 
did not consider themselves prohibited by 
the terms of his request from granting short- 
term advances to builders for the purpose 
of building houses for sale. on completion, 
or as agents of local authorities. It was, 
of course, for the banks to assess the credit 
worthiness of individual borrowers. ‘The 
provision of long-term finance for house 
purchase was a different question, and forms 
of finance other than bank advance were 
usually more appropriate to these purposes. 
An intending house purchaser in need of 
a mortgage loan was able, for instance, to 
apply to a building society or insurance 
company, or to a local authority for an 
advance under the Small Dwellings Acquisi- 
tion Acts or the Housing Act, 1949. 


Prices of Materials 


On June 26 Mr. MuLLey asked the Minis- 
ter of Works if he would give the prices 
of plaster board, gypsum rock, building 
plasters, sanitary fire-clay, asbestos cement, 
lead sheet and pipe, sanitary earthenware, 
cement (ordinary Portland and rapid harden- 
ing) on March 11, 1952, and on the latest 
convenient date. 

Mr. Ecctes said thdf the following prices 
were for delivery to site in London: — 

Quantity. March 11, June 25, 
1952 1952 


4 6.24.6 
Asbestos cement— 
#5 in. flat sheets. 
tons and over 
Building plaster— 
Coarse white. 
and over 
Cement— 
Ordinary Portland. In 
bags, in lots of 6 tons 
and over = 
Rapid hardening. Ditto. 
Gypsum Rock— 
(Pithead price at Roberts- 
bridge)large quantities ,, 4:2 
Lead sheet— 
One ton and over 
Lead pipe— 
One ton and over 
Plasterboard— 
#in. wallboard, 4 ft. 
wide, 600 yds. and over persq.yd. 2 
Sanitary earthenware— 
Small water closet basins. 
Small quantities .. each 1 
Sanitary fireclay— 
Sinks — small white. 
Small quantities .. each 
Architects’ Training Grants 
‘On June 26 Mr. CALLAGHAN asked the 
Minister of Education if she would con- 
sider continuing grants on a modified basis 
to those ex-Service architectural students 
who would shortly finish the five-year course 
of training for which the grants were 
originally given, but would have to practise 
for a further 12 months as students before 
qualification, under the new rules of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects. 
Miss HoRSBRUGH said she could not pro- 
perly continue grants to people who would 
no longer be full-time students, but who 
would normally be engaged in paid 
employment 


The New Licensing Limit 
On June 24, as reported in our last 


issue, Mr. Eccies, Minister of Works, 
announced that as from July 1 the present 


Two 
.-. per sq. yd. a3 


One ton 
«.. Per ton 


7 12 


«-- Percwt. 9 14 


- $3 


14 


210 0 210 





28 


licence-free limit of £500 for industrial and 
agricultural buildings would remain in force, 
but the licence-free limit would be increased 
from £100 to £200 for other buildings. The 
position - would be reviewed again in 
the autumn, 

Following Mr. Eccles’s statement, MR. 
Hurp asked if the Minister would see if it 
was possible to raise the free limit still 
further in certain districts where it would 
be obviously desirable and practicable to do 
so. 
Mr. ELLs SMITH asked if the Minister was 
aware that in industrial areas where there 
were the best housing records this decision 
would be received with great indignation be- 
cause of the inevitable consequences, and 
would he give an undertaking to consult 
local authorities? 

Mr. EccLes said the number of licences 
refused to-day, between £200 and £300, were 
few indeed, and giving a sufficient volume 
of. maintenance actually helped in the con- 
struction of houses because it enabled the 
small and medium builder to dovetail some 
maintenance work with new construction. 
He hoped and believed that the result of 
this small concession would mean we should 
get more houses than would be the case 
otherwise. 

Mr. Gipson asked whether the Minister 
consulted the local authorities association, 
which had wide experience of the administra- 
tion of this particular facet of housing work, 
before he arrived at his decision. If the 
permitted unlicensed limit was doubled, was 
it not inevitable that it would take up a 
great deal more of the already short build- 
ing labour and seriously impinge on the 
housing construction programme? 

Mr. Ecctes said he did not consult the 
local authorities. because this question of re- 
pairs differed from one area to another. The 
facts were that the amount of under- 
employment in the building industry, which 
was due to the financial policy which the 
Government were pursuing, was somewhat 
increasing. He had no doubt that this 
modest increase would, in fact, not result 
in any decrease in housing construction. 

In reply to Mr. Hoy, Mr. Eccies said 
that he made careful inquiries in Scotland 
and both industry and his officers were in 
favour of this increase. In answer to Mr. 
Nabarro he said that the free limit of £500 
for industrial buildings .was in addition to 
any block maintenance licence. 

Dr. Stross asked if the Minister would 
consider varying his decision to leave free- 
dom to local authorities to accept this 
decision or not according to their personal 
experience. If members brought evidence 
that this decision would prevent the build- 
ing of houses at the speed all the House 
would like to see, would he change his mind 
and return to the former position? 

Mr. Ecc ies said there was flexibility as 
between one local authority and another in 
the allocation of licences over and above 
the free limits. The Government would 
vary the ceilings as between one local 
authority and another on the best evidence 
they could get, and from local industry on 
their capacity to do more work. 


Mining Subsidences 


On June 27, Mr. SwiINGLer asked ‘the 
Minister of Works to what extent damage 
caused by mining subsidence was taken into 
account in fixing the financial quotas to local 
authorities for building licences for repairs. 

Mr. Ecc ies said that in the worst affected 
areas a specially high allocation was given 
to local authorities. In other areas cases which 
could not be met under the local authority’s 
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allocation were sympathetically considered 
by his Department. 


Maintenance Licences 

On June 24, ,MrR. NABARRO asked the 
Minister of Works how many building main- 
tenance licences were issued by his Depart- 
ment to industrial undertakings during 12 
months ended May 31, 1952, or latest con- 
venient date; what was the aggregate value 
of such licences; and whether he would con- 
sider substituting for the present system an 
open general licence granting to every indus- 
trial undertaking an entitlement to spend on 
building maintenance a sum properly related 
to the assessment of the property to general 
rates or similar formula. 

Mr. Eccies said that during the 12 
months ended May, 1952, 41,570 annual 
maintenance licences to a total value of 
£30,833,767 were issued by his Department. 
He had very carefully considered the sug- 
gestion in the third part of the question and 
as the matter was very complicated he had 
written to explain why he did not think it 
would be an improvement on our existing 
system. 


New Construction 


On June 24, in reply to Mr. NABARRO, the 
Minister of Works, Mr. Eccles, said that 
the number of licences issued to industrial 
undertakings for new construction, recon- 
ditioning and renovation (excluding the 
annual maintenance licences) during the 12 
months ended May 31, 1952, was 45,416, to 
an aggregate value of £130,770,140; 11,911 
licences amounting to £5,551,117 were in re- 
spect of applications to spend less than 
£1,000 on new work. 


Contractors’ Plant to be Freed 


On June 24, the Minister of Works was 
asked by Mr. I. M. Horosin whether he 
had completed his review of the statutory 
control of the rates of hire of building and 
civil engineering plant. 

Mr. Eccues: I have consulted the princi- 
pal organisation of users and hirers of 
contractors’ plant. The present maximum 
rates laid down in the order would have 
had to be raised to cover increased costs 
of repairs, maintenance, overhauls and 
depreciation. The trade association con- 
cerned has given me an assurance that it 
will recommend its members not to charge 
rates in excess of amended figures incorpora- 
ting only certain actual increased costs and 
to maintain those rates during 1952 unless 
there are further increases in costs. On the 
basis of this assurance I have decided to 
remove the control as from August 1, 1952. 
and will shortly make an order giving effect 
to this decision. 


Kensington Palace 


On June 24 Sm RatpH GLyn asked the 
Minister of Works whether he would carry 
out repairs to Kensington Palace, before 
more damage resulted to this. historic build- 
ing, bombed during the war. 

Mr. EccLes said he would as soon as the 
money was available. 


Private Building in London 


On June 24, in reply to SiR WILLIAM Dar- 
LING, the Minister of Works, Mr. EccLes, 
said that the numbers and values of licences 
issued for all private work (including main- 
tenance and repairs) other than houses in 
the City of London, from 1949 to 1951, 
were as follows : 
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From RA Exhibition, 1952 


THE LEAD CRAFTSMAN. This 

bronze bust of Mr. S. D. A. Saunders, is 

being exhibited at the Royal Academy 

Summer Exhibition. Executed by Mr. 

G. N. Morewood, the bust is the property 

of Mr. Saunders, of Messrs. Stoner and 
Saunders Ltd. 





| Number | Value (£) 





6,929,644 
6,228,229 
6,744,372 


1950 
1951 


3,335 


1949 iad aoe 
3,513 


3,113 | 





ToTAL | 9,961 | 19,902,245 





N.B.—These figures have been affected by variations 
in the licensing limits. These were : (a) Up te January 31, 
1950, £100 or £1,000, according to type of property ; 
(6) from February, 1950, £100 to £500 according to type 
of property. 


Production of Bricks 


On June 24 Mr. MULLEy: asked the 
Minister of Works what was the percentage 
increase in the average monthly production 
of Fletton and non-Fletton bricks, respec- 
tively, for the period January 1 to April 30, 
compared to the average of the previous four 
months. 

Mk. Ecctes said that in the last four months 
of a year production might be expected 
to be higher than in the first four months 
when the weather was at its worst. But this 
winter the average monthly production of 
Fletton bricks in January to April, 1952, was 
4.0 per cent. higher than in September to 
December, 1951. Non-Fletton brick produc- 
tion during the same period was 1.7 per cent. 
less than for the last four months of 1951, 
which was a smaller decline than in previous 
years. 


Cement and Plaster Board 


On June 24 Mr. Mu_tey asked the Minis- 
ter of Works if he would state the reduc- 
tions in the price of cement and plaster 
board which had followed reductions in the 
cost of paper since March 11, 1952. 

Mr. Ecc es said that in addition to the 
reduction in the price of cement by 3s. a 
ton on June 3 over most of the United 
Kingdom, he was informed that another 
reduction would be made as soon as the 
very considerable stocks of paper bought at 
high prices had been exhausted. He was 
also informed that there had been no recent 
change in the price of plaster board, and 
that an increase in net costs had more than 
offset the reduction in the price of paper. 
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L.M.B.A. 
Presentation of Medals 


THE presentation by the Duke of Edin- 

burgh of the London Master Builders’ 
Association’s 1952 medals to the successful 
candidates in the City and Guilds of London 
Institute’s examinations will take place at 
the Mansion House on November 5. Fhe 
Lord Mayor is to preside, and the Masters 
of the City Livery Companies connected 
with the building crafts are to be present. 


The L.M.B.A. Medal which the Duke of 

Edinburgh is to present to successful candi- 

dates in the City and Guilds of London 

examinations at the Mansion House next 
November. 


Drive to Place "uly School Leavers 


To ensure that as many boys as possible 
leaving school this month who wish to 
enter the building industry shall join as 
apprentices, the L.M.B.A. has circularised 
all its members, asking them to notify im- 
mediately any vacancies they may have for 
apprentices this summer and to specify the 
trades in which they are likely to occur. 

During recent years the L.M.B.A. has 
worked in close association with youth 
employment officers, and the lists of 
vacancies for apprentices provided by mem- 
bers have been very useful to them in 
fitting boys to jobs and jobs to boys. 

The scheme for increasing the number 
of apprentices in the building industry in 
London has the close support of the trade 
unions, and firms are warned that after 
notifying vacancies for apprentices they may 
be approached not only direct from the 
L.M.B.A., but also by the schools of build- 
ing, the local youth employment officers 
and the trade union representatives. 

The crafts for which members are par- 
ticularly asked to notify vacancies are 
carpenters, bricklayers, plumbers, plasterers 
and painters. 


“ When I Grow Up” 


THE PRESIDENT. of the L.M.B.A. appeared 

in an unusual rdéle last Saturday when he 
was interviewed by a boy with a birthday, 
who wants to be a builder, in the B.B.C.’s 
“When I Grow Up” feature in “In Town 
Tonight.” The boy is Brian Reeves, of 
Chiswick, and both he and Mr. Woodbine 
Parish had birthdays on Sunday. He had 
several sensible, and one or two light- 
hearted, questions to ask, which the presi- 
dent answered with becoming gravity, 
emphasising on the way the importance the 
industry attaches to apprenticeship. 
_ Brian is to have his desire. He is to be 
indentured, after the usual probationary 
six months, as a painter apprentice with 
Holliday and Greenwood, of which the 
president is deputy chairman and managing 
director. 
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DIRECT LABOUR 
Grimsby Scheme to Continue 


MempersS of the Grimsby Builders’ Asso- 
ciation who are also members of the Town 
Council were advised by the Mayor, ALD. 
G. C. Witson, not to record their votes on 
a matter before the council on June 23. 

By 24 votes to 21, the council rejected a 
move to have the housing committee recon- 
sider its proposal to build four council 
houses by direct labour. 

During the discussion, ALRERMAN I. 
ABRAHAMS, asking that the housing com- 
mittee should reconsider its direct labour 
experiment, said the Grimsby builders had 
done a good job of work, and to change the 
present successful system for one which had 
not been so was not commonsense. By 
using direct labour, men would be taken 
from the local builders, which would be 
contrary to the best interests of the town. 


Lincoln Builder’s Views 


ADDRESSING tthe Yorkshire Regional 
Council meeting of the Federation of Master 
Builders at Lincoln on June. 24, Mr. F. R. 
ECCLESHARE, president of the Federation’s 
Lincoln branch, said that all builders should 
be ready to take part in council house 
building. Branches everywhere should seek 
means of negotiating prices with their local 
authority in order that the best advantage 
was taken of the industry’s ability to build. 

“The presence of direct labour schemes 
should not deter our members; I, for one, 
have no time for builders who criticise direct 
labour yet show no willingness on their part 
to produce the houses the people so badly 
need,” he declared. 








“JACONITE”’ Hydraulically Pressed 


Floor and Wall Tiles 


“JACON ITE + Composition Flooring 


Hydraulically Pressed 
Terrazzo Tiles 


Marble Wall Lining and 
Paving 


ASSOCIATED WITH 


Tel.: 
Victoria 3043 
147, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1 
also at 
BIRMINGHAM - CARDIFF - MANCHESTER - READING 





PREFABRICATED 


BUILDINGS a 


Mr. Eccles on “ Unlimited ” Export 
Demands : 


Mr. Davin Ecctes, Minister of Works, 
said last Saturday that within ten years 
Britain would be paying for the food and 
materials she needed by exporting pre- 
fabricated buildings. : 

Addressing a meeting at Leicester, he said: 
‘“*Someone asked me the other day whether 
I saw any chance of a new industry growing 
up rapidly which could make a contribu- 
tion to our exports equal, say, to the motor- 
car industry. I said ‘ Most certainly.” 

“The export of prefabricated houses, hos- 
pitals, post offices and telephone exchanges 
is only in its infancy. There is an unlimited 
demand for this kind of equipped building 
which can be broken down into pieces, 
packed in crates, sent abroad and re-erected 
on the site. 

“| make you a prophecy: Within ten 
years we shall be exporting prefabricated 
buildings to a valye of between £50 million 
and £100 million a year. In return for these 
exports we shall be able to buy the food and 
materials we need.” 


BUILDING RESEARCH 
AND HOUSING 


Ministry of Works Exhibition 


MPHE Building Research and Housing 

Exhibition, arranged by the Ministry 
of Works at the Building Centre, Store-street, 
Tottenham Court-road, W.C.1, which is open 
until July 26, shows the results of research 
applied to the building of a normal, semi- 
detached, two-storey dwelling. Parts of a 
cut-away model house light up in turn to 
illustrate points of ‘construction which have 
been the subject of research, and each of 
these constructional features is dealt with 
in a subsequent section of the exhibit. 

Types of foundation suited to various sub- 
soils are shown, with notes of precautions to 
be taken where subsidence or shrinkage may 
affect the site. There are also illustrations of 
various machines designed to reduce the cost 
of foundation work. 

A section on walls shows the properties of 
various materials and the best way of using 
them to secure heat and sound insulation, fire 
resistance and protection against damp. There 
are notes on mortar - mix and damp - proof 
courses. Another part of the exhibit com- 
pares solid floors with traditional timber 
floors for use at ground and first-floor level. 

The roofing section illustrates ways of 
economising in the use of timber, and shows 
also the most economical pitch for inter- 
locking and the best means of attaining 
desired standards of heat insulation at little 
cost. 

Timber economy in general is dealt with 
in a section showing ways of using available 
wood to the best advantage. Different kinds 
of timber are shown, methods of protection 
against dry-rot and decay are outlined, and 
information is given on the lesser - known 
Empire hardwoods. 

External rendering and internal plastering 
produce many problems, and the section on 
finishes shows how the choice of mix and 
methods of application can make or mar the ° 
job. An automatic device indicates the 
correct’ mix and method of application for 
any external rendering selected. 

Illustrations of a number of non-traditional 
methods of construction are included in the 
exhibition. 


G 
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D.B.S.J.C. ANNUAL MEETING 
Criticism of British Standards 
PRESENTING his report at the annual 

general meeting of the Distributors of 

Builders’ Supplies Joint Council recently, the 
chairman, Mr. W. S. SHiRRA, said that the 
council was continuing to press for amend- 
ments to present procedure in regard to the 
creation of new British Standards. The ctoun- 
cil was strongly of the opinion that British 
Standards for building trade fitments should 
be determined on a performance basis and 
that specific standards should be avoided 
wherever possible 

Following a meeting with the senior officers 
of the institution, Mr. Shirra continued, the 
council made a complete survey and from 
this developed and produced draft per- 
formance standards for sanitary traps. This 
work was entirely completed and the results 
communicated to the B.S.I. and to the trade 
within four months. Continuous action had 
also been taken by the council in an 
endeavour to ensure the reinstatement of 
the M.O.H. tap as the basis standard to be 
acceptable to all water companies. 

Representations were also being made to 
the appropriate authorities in regard to the 
testing and stamping of water fittings and 
the effects of this system upon costs and 
production and time of delivery in house- 
building. 


In view of the recurrent shortages of 


certain important building fitments and 


following correspondence with Mr. Ernest 
Marples, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, the Ministry had expressed apprecia- 
tion of the council’s offer to investigate the 
possibilities of developing the manufacture 


of certain commodities by the use of alter- 
native materials. Meetings had taken place 
with groups of manufacturers and a report 
and chart were now in course of preparation. 
Mr. Shirra went on to refer to the “ dis- 
tinct deterioration” during the year in the 
finance position in the building industry. 
After investigation the council came to the 
conclusion that, particularly in regard to 
house-building contracts, much of the trouble 
arose from the fact that local authorities 
were tardy in their payments to the con- 
tractors. Following letters to the Press a 
meeting with the principal building trades 
associations was convened by the council and 
action was taken upon a joint basis in an 
effort to press the local authorities to imple- 
ment the improved methods of payment 
recommended by the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government. This important 
matter was still under active review. . 
The following officers were re-appointed at 
the meeting: Chairman, Mr. W. S. Shirra; 
vice-chairman, Mr. G. A. Pochin; and 
treasurer, Mr. R. Dickie. ; 


Rise in Average Rates 

Average rates in England and Wales have 
increased by between 6d. and 1s. in the £ 
since last year. In most places they are 
between £1 and 25s. ‘These figures are given 
by the Institute of Municipal Treasurers and 
Accountants in a report. 

Return of Rates—The report includes 
particulars of rates levied by 83 county 
boroughs, 28 Metropolitan boroughs, 211 
non-county boroughs, and 188 urban dis- 
tricts. The average rates levied for 1952-53, 
with figures for the previous year in brackets, 
were:—County boroughs, 21s. @0s. 1d.); 
Metropolitan boroughs, 18s. 4d. (17s. 10d.); 
non-county boroughs 21s. Id. (20s. 4d.) 
urban districts, 21s, (20s.). rts 
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L.C.C. HOUSING ESTIMATES 

A Total of £21m. for 1952-53 
At their meeting last Tuesday, the 

London County Council considered the 
estimates of the Housing Committee for 
1952-53. Capital estimates submitted 
totalled £21m., of which £3m. was for the 
acquisition of land and £18m. for the deve- 
lopment of sites. This was £500,000 more 
than last year. Maintenance estimates for 
the year totalled £9,607,800, an increase of 
about £650,000 over last year. 

In the post-war period up to March 31 
last, gross capital expenditure on the acquisi- 
tion of permanent housing sites was about 
£6m., on the development of these sites about 
£77m.,, and on the provision of temporary 
accommodation about £1,700,000. 

The Housing Committee reported to the 
Council that difficulties were being met in 
obtaining more sites for housing, but they 
were hopeful that the Town Development 
Bill, when enacted, would facilitate the deve- 
lopment of further out-county sites. 

With regard to out-county sites, they 
stated that the greatest progress had been 
made at Harold Hill estate, Essex, where, 
for the second year running, over 2,000 
dwellings had been completed in twelve 
months. The number of dwellings on the 
Aveley site, Essex, and the Merstham site 
and Shearwater estate, Surrey, was increas- 
ing steadily. 

Mr. Frank H. East moved an amendment 
that the housing committee be instructed to 
set aside, wherever practicable, on housing 
estates to be developed by the Council, areas 
for development by private enterprise, in- 
cluding self-help housing groups, and to seek 
the power to grant building licences for this 
purpose. 

Mrs. Margery Thornton moved that the 
committee be instructed to offer, in suitable 
cases, to sell Council houses to tenants on 
the Council’s estates who desire to purchase 
their own homes. 

Lady Pepler moved that the committee be 
informed of the deep concern felt by the 
Council, in view of the rapidly approaching 
exhaustion of building sites both in London 
and on out-county estates, at the long delay 
in making arrangements for the Council to 
take part in the extension of existing towns 
adjacent to London, and that the committee 
be instructed to proceed in this matter with 
the greatest urgency, and to report to the 
Council at an early date. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


Bahamas.—Factories are being eStablisheg 
at Oakes Field, about three miles from 
Nassau, for the manufacture of cigarettes, 
fountain pens, paper bags, air conditioning 
plant, electrical equipment, printing machin- 
ery, tank linings and straw work. The 
erection of private dwellings and business 
premises is also going ahead. 


Burma.—A_ £375,000 timber saw mill jg 
to be erected by the Burmese Government 
near Rangoon. This mill is to be designed 
to convert 30,000 tons of timber annually, 
It is estimated that it will take two years to 
build. In addition to this project. the 
Burmese Government have other building 
work in view. 


Canada.—Mr. Chevrier, Canadian Minister 
of Transport, was present at the ceremony 
at Washington on June 30, when the first 
formal step towards the construction of the 


St. Lawrence seaway project was taken, * 


this consisted of exchanging Notes between 
the United States and Canada requesting 
the international joint commission to approve 
construction of power plants and dams. Mr, 
Chevrier said it was hoped that, with the 
approval of the commission, work on the 
project would begin early next year. 


Cuba.—The Colgate-Palmolive-Peet _in- 
terests are to build a detergents factory in 
Havana, Cuba. . . . The construction of a 
new brewery is also planned by the Hatuey 
Co., and this is to be built very soon. ... 
The Government is extremely interested in 
supporting plans for the building. of cheap 
workers’ houses, clinics and hospitals. A 
housing commission has already been set up 
to examine the erection of prefabricated 
units. 


Ethiopia—The Ethiopian Ministry of 
Education is to put out a tender for the con- 
struction of a university in Addis Ababa. ... 
Other building work includes the erection of 
a cereals cleaning plant, and a factory for 
the manufacture of radio direction instru- 
ments. 


Hong Kong.—The Hong Kong Govern- 
ment has now invited tenders for the first 
block of Government offices and secretariat. 
Sitework has been completed and building 
is to commence shortly. Total floor space of 
the block is to be 51,000 sq.-ft. and will 
comprise basement, lower ground floor, 
ground floor and four upper storeys. ... 
Designs for the new City Hall are still 
being discussed. Eight sub-committees have 
been formed to assist in the decision upon 
the final design. Reports of these commit- 
tees are to be entered by the early part of 
July. . . . The Hong Kong University is to 
have a new chemistry building with an up- 
to-date laboratory. Interesting point about 
this building is that the west wall will be 
constructed entirely of movable concrete 
louvres which will tend to serve as a kind 
of Venetian blind, thus shading the labora- 
tory from the sun. . ... Demolition of the 
Hong Kong Hotel, reported in this column 
recently, is now in progress. Rebuilding is 


- definitely to be undertaken. 


New Zealand.—Tenders: for the new 
Auckland bridge mentioned in this column 
two issues ago are now almost settled. The 
consulting engineers to the Auckland Har- 
bour Bridge Authority have advised the pro- 


‘visional acceptance of two British firms. 


They are the Cleveland Bridge Engineering 
Co., Ltd., and Dorman Long and Co., Ltd. 
The tender, submitted jointly, amounts to 
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£4,236,000. Special provision is to be made 
for earthquake resistance, and the complete 
task will include new ideas in construction. 

Pakistan—A ship-building yard is to be 
built by the Pakistan Industrial Development 
Corporation. The site is in the West Wharf 
area Of Karachi. It is interesting to note 
that a United Kingdom firm prepared designs 
for this scheme some time back, ‘and that 
these were abandoned because the Corpora- 
tion was doubtful about the supply of steel 
and coal. It seems these doubts have now 
been obviated, and there is every hope 
that the scheme will now go into its next 
stage. The yard is to be used first for 
general repair: work and then for ship- 
building. . . . It has also been announced 
that a jute mill is to be built near the port 
of Chalna. H.H. the Aga Khan will be 
a director of this company. A United King- 
dom firm is also concerned. 

Panama.—A large tobacco factory is due 
for construction in Panama which will 
utilise 50 per cent. of the home-grown 
tobacco. The contract was granted to the 
Panama Tobacco Co. by the authorities, and 
was then cancelled, but the work will go 
ahead as the cancellation is understood to 
be temporary. The company is still study- 
ing designs, although it is fairly definite that 
the work will go to an American company. 
It is thought that material suppliers who are 
competitive should be able to tender for 
various building components. 

Southern Rhodesia——Further news from 
Southern Rhodesia reveals plans for the 
construction of a very large cement factory 
by the Premier Portland Cement Co. on 100 
acres of land recently purchased from the 
Municipality of Gwelo. The factory is to 
be designed so as to allow extensions at 
future dates. For the time being space will 
be built up to allow for the production of 
200,000 tons of cement a year. The Gwelo 
Council states that it is very interested in 
industrialisation and will do all it can to 
supply water and electricity to prospective 
ventures in the area. The town’s geo- 
graphical position is interesting, as it is in 
the vicinity of raw materials such as chrome, 
asbestos, iron ore and limestone. Houses 
are also springing up in the town for 
European workers. 


~ PERSONAL COLUMN 


MACKAY INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT, LtD., of Feltham, 
announce that Mr. H. H. Montgomerie, C.B., O.B.E., 
former Under Secretary, Ministry of Works, has accepted 
an invitation to join the Board in an advisory and con- 
sultative capacity. 

THE UNiTeD STEEL CoMPANIES, LTD. have announced 
that Mr. H. E. Wright has retired from the position of 
general manager of their Steel, Peech and Tozer branch 
at Rotherham. Mr. Wright joined the company 38 years 
ago at their Appleby-Frodingham branch and has been 
with Steel, Peech and Tozer since 1925. He is remaining 
with the United Steel Companies, Ltd., in a consultative 
capacity. and will continue to serve on the boards of the 
associated companies of which he is at present a director. 
In addition, he is to supervise the development of 
commercial research at the head office. Mr. Andrew 
Jollie, who was general works manager, succeeds 
Mr. Wright as general manager of Steel, Peech 
and Tozer, and Mr. G. E. D. Halahan, who was chief 
labour superintendent of the United Steel Companies, 
succeeds Mr. Jollie as general works manager. 

Mr, N. MGCPHERSON, general manager of Aluminium 
Corporation, Ltd., has been appointed director of that 
company, which is a subsidiary of the British Aluminium 
Co. An earlier statement by the firm made it appear 
that Mr. McPherson had been appointed a director of the 
British Aluminium Co., which is incorrect. 

THE following rearrangement of their representation in 
the North of England, has been announced by Stramit 
Boards, Ltd. Mr. R. Rowe, who has been covering 
Lancashire, Yorkshire and Cheshire, will now be repre- 
Senting the company in Yorkshire, Durbam and North- 
umberland. The North-Western territory, from North 
Wales to the North of Cumberland, will be covered by 
Mr. William Calley, of 28, Kingsway, Huyton. 
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R.L.B.A. FORM OF 
CONTRACT 


New Amendments 


IHE following amendments to the 

R.LB.A. Standard Form of Contract 

have been approved by the Joint Contracts 

Tribunal and ratified by the Councils of the 

Royal Institute of British Architects and the 

National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers : 

1. Sub-Clause (c) of Clause 21—Delete the 
word “ such” in the first line so that the clause 
reads “ Before any certificate is issued. . . .” 

Note.—It had been pointed out to the Tribunal 
that Clause 21(c) as worded meant that the 
architect was unable to require proof of the dis- 
charge of a nominated sub-contractor’s account 
included in a previous certificate, unless the cer- 
tificate he was about to issue was to includea 
payment to that nominated sub-contractor. 

It was the opinion of the Tribunal that this was 
a limitation on the power of the architect which 


. was not within their mtention and the amendment 


removes this limitation. 

2. Sub-Clause (f) of Clause 24.—In the third 
line between the words “shall” and “ issue” 
insert ‘* subject to the provisions of Clause 2i of 
these Conditions.” 

Note.—This is consequential on 1 above. 

3. Sub-Clause 1 (a) of Clause 25A.—In the 
seventh line between the words “ Industry” 
and ‘ applicable ”’ insert : 

“or, in the case of workpeople so engaged 
whose rates of wages and other emoluments 
and expenses are governed by the rules or 
decisions of some body other than the National 
Joint Council for the Building Industry, in 
accordance with the rules or decisions of such 
other body.” ; 
Note.—The purpose of this amendment is to 

secure that the contractor can recover increases 
in’ wages paid to workmen who are in the direct 
employ of the contractor, e.g., electricians, but 
whose wages are controlled by some body other 
than the National Joint Council for the Building 
Industry. 


THE WINDSOR 
PARQUET 
FLOOR 


e Seasoned Oak 

e@ Cheaper than any other 
Hardwood floor 

e Available now 


ONSITE FLOORING CO. 


12, Wigmore Place, W.1 
Langham 2256 
and from:— 

F. Barber & Son Ltd. 

Broad & Co. Ltd., London 

Bruce Martyn Ltd. 

R. W. Brooke & Co. Ltd. 

J. P. Corry & Co. Ltd., Belfast 

J. P. Corry & Co. Ltd., Dublin 

Coventry Tile Co. Ltd. 

Edcol Ltd., Wolverhampton 

Flortile Ltd., Newcastle 

Holmes (Norwich) Ltd. 

Jaconello Ltd. 

Leeds Floorcraft Co. 

Letco Floors & Tiles Ltd. 

Macdougall & Son Ltd., Glasgow 

National Flooring Co. Ltd. 

N. Jack & Co., Newcastle 

R. W. Purdie & Co. 

South Western Flooring Co.Ltd., Totnes 

Zeta Wood Flooring Co. (1910) Ltd. 











Patent 
Number 
544228 
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4. New Clause to be added to sub-clause (i 

of Clause 25A. 
ae en contained in the a Bills 

are upon the rates of Employer’s cen- 
tribution currently payable by the Contractor 
under the National Insurance Acts at the date 
of tender in respect of workpeople engaged 
upon or in connection with the works. 

If the said rates of contribution payable by 
the Contractor as aforesaid be increased or 


decreased after the date of tender the net 
amount of such iacréase or decrease of such 
contribution shall accordingly be added to or 
deducted from the Contract Sum and paid to 
- allowed by the Contractor as the case may 


Note.—The purpose of this amendment is to 
provide for the recovery of increases in Employer’s 
contribution to National Insurance taking effect 
after the date of tender. 

5. Sub-Clause (3) (a) of Clause 25A.—Delete 
the whole and substitute : 

“If the Contractor shall decide” subject to 
Clause 13 of these Conditions to sub-let any 
portion of the Works he shall incorporate in 
any sub-contract he enters into in respect of 
any portion of the Works so sub-let provisions 
to the like effect as those contained in sub- 
clause (1) and (2) of this Clause.” 

6. Sub-Clause 3 (b) of Clause 25A.—Delete 
the whole and substitute : 

“If the price payable under such a sub- 
contract so sub-let as aforesaid is decreased 
below or increased abeve the price in such 
sub-contract by reason of the operation of any 
of the foregoing provisions of this clause then 
the net amount of such decrease or increase 
shall accordingly be deducted from or added to 
the contract sum and allowed by or paid to the 
contractor as the case may be.” 

Note.—The amendments in paragraphs 5 and 

6 above are a clarification of the text of these 

sub-clauses and effect no change in practice. 

It had been reported to the Tribunal that doubt 
was expressed in some quarters as to whether the 
contractor was entitled to recover increases in 
wages paid by a sub-contractor under Clause 13, 
particularly where the wages of the sub-contrac- 
tor’s operatives were not controlled by the 
National Joint Council for the Building Industry. 
It was agreed that the wording of these sub-clauses 
could be improved to bring out the intention. 
on Sub-Clause (1) (c) and (1) (d) of Clause 

A. 

Delete the whole. 

Note.—It is submitted that these clauses which 
relate to the operation of the. Uniformity Agree- 
ment are obsolete and should ndw be omitted 
from the R.I.B.A. Standard Form of Contract. 

(The references above to lines in clauses relate 
to the R.I.B.A. Standard Form of Contract for 
private use, but the amendments will apply to all 
editions of the form.) 


1.C.W.A. 
Examination Results 


RESULTS of the examinations for clerks of 
works, held recently in London and Edin- 
burgh by the Institute of Clerks of Works 
of Great Britain, have been announced. 
Thirty-three entrants were successful in the 
preliminary part of the examinations, and 
results for Part II (Final) are as follows :— 


Passed: A. E. Allen, Aughton ; E. J. Cooper, Upper 
Clapton ; A. R. Donovan, Merstham; E. J. Feben, 
Bedhampton ; J. French, R.A.F., Mildenhall; A. C. 
Giddings, Biggl de; E. Gill, Rawdon; J. A. 
Gunning, Portaferry, Co. Down. 

E. Hartley, Baildon ; A. R. Haynes, Watford ; E. L. 
Ingle, Burton-on-Trent ; A. H. Jamieson, Glasgow ; 
A. L. Marson, Bilborough ; F. Miles, Worthing ; V. B. 
Mitchell, Peebles ; K. Neal, Hull; R. K. Prescott, 
Edinburgh. 

T. J. Rabbatts (W/O.1), E. Dulwich ; E. Raistrick, 
Burton-on-Trent ; W. Riley, Guiseley ; A. W. Rule, 
Andover ; H. E. Shorthose, Romford ; L. D. P. Snad- 
don, Alloa; F. Stokes, Ashton-in-Makerfield ; G. 
Temperley, South Ruislip; E. J. Thomas, R.A.F., 
Fazakerley ; J. W. P. Topp, Aberdeen ; J. Wharton, 
Sunderland. 

The following passed in three groups in September, 
1951, and this time completed the examination: C. J. 
Clarke, Bedford. 

The following passed in two groups in September, 1951- 
and this time completed the examination: C. Jackson’ 
Morecambe. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


Skee information given on these pages has been specially compiled 

for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due'to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


nw 
a 


Pit Ballast aR 
Pit Sand on 
Washed Sand . 
3 in. Shingle 
in. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag ‘Aggregate 


per yd. 


— 


= ee 
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— 
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CEMENT, etc. 


Including jute sacks or non-returnable paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening Cement i in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site . 
1 to 6 ton. do. site 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
- Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots ee 
Other colours according to colour 
In 4-ton lots from 196s. 3d. to nore ia ton. 
White Portland Cement abe jes 
Under 1 ton 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) i in 6-ton lots 
on upwards 
r Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. "per ton above 
“Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £8 18s. 9d. to £10 12s. 3d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards ). 
Lightning and Cement Fondu — High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and u 
Stourbridge Fireclay, “— eats at Railway Depot, 
London aes a es ze 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks... 

Second Hard Stocks ... 

Mild Stocks .. 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 
obtained from job to job. 

2§ in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W. ~ 
District... Commons ae “ 
Cellular do. 

Keyed do. 
Rustics 
Cellular Rustics :.. 
Single Bullnose do. 
Sandfa ie 
Cortex Facing Bricks 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) .. 

Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) .. eee aus 

Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) sen see 

Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) 

24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks London 
Stations) .. ss 

3 in. do. (London Stations) .. 

Red ""Facings 


2% in. Machine-made Sandfa 
(London Sites) 

a * Samaria “Multi Red Facings ‘Wondon 

24 7 n. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 

41 “4 Hand-made Sandfaced Multi Colour Facings 


(London Sites) 
2¢ in. ou Sites) Clamp “Burnt Multi Stock’ "Facings 
(London 


eee eee eee eee eee 


ADAANAANAWN 
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2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) per 1,000 
Glazed Bricks (London Stations), White, Ivory, Brown— 
Stretchers... 
Headers te as 
Quoins, Bullnose and atin. Flats 
Double Stretchers ... i 
Double Headers 
One side and two ends 
Two sides and one ve an sae mA 
Splays and Squints .. ade ee 


Second quality £2 less than Bests. iii and Buff 
£2 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze. 
£5 10s. Od. extra over White. All above plus 60 
ella yoo for Bests and plus 55 per cent. for 

nd quality. Plus delivery to site 30s. per 1,000. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 


HoLtow Cray ParTiTION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads 
Zin, aay «. 150 yds. 
an RS hie aoe 130 
SAB: cues rh «. 125 yds. 
44 in. a cavity) 95 yds. 
44 in. (6 cavity) 80 yds. 
Half blocks at no extra charge. 


CLINKER eaten 


ecocococoo af 


... per yd. sup. 


2 in. 
24 in. 
3 if. 
4 in. 


UbWw 


2 in. 

24 in. 

3 in. 

4 in. 

4 in. Load bearing quality ; 


WOOOAUN 


R BLOCKs 
3 in. Floor Blocks ae in. _—— Ly in. ‘in delvered i in full 
lorry-loads ... ase io Per 

4 in. Go. 4 cis ake ae ae nem 

5 in. 

6 in. 

7 in. cay Be 

8 in. b Fats abe 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 
Over 2 tons under 2 tons: — 2 tons. 
Best Quality... tie 4% Yo 
B.S.S. Best do. +10% +6 g +10% "+ i) tio 74% 
Tested Quality +374 * 4.674 +374 +38 +37 s +3746 
B.S.S. Tested do. +474°24674°%  +474924+874°%2 +47 ators 
ry in. eer * Drain — - sec in. poneisi one 
in. om isa 
6 in. >> 


STONE 


“=e a 
Monts P ate aie we perft. cube 
St. Aline Box Ground cb 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth, 
B.R., Western Region. 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered a area 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area A a 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. avera: 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine reper B 
Southern Region i Ben 
Hopton-Wood Stone— 
-O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
Zin. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to 5 ft. and not over 15 ft. 
super in area 
1} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides a$ above 


descri ate 9 il 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 

Delivered to = London in 6-ton lots. 
9in. x 3 in. Rubbed, preven hee sapcous and 

stooled cills se «. perft.cube 2 19 
12 in. x 6 in. do. do. me te 22 
12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated <a - 1 12 
12 in. x 4 in. Weathered and twice throated coping io 2.3 
14in. x6 in. dé. , do. iw we re 119 
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STONE—continued 


44 in. x 9 in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face ., 

3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes 

Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. ‘and 6 in in 
thick, edges coped for rendesed brickwork "per ft. cube 

Do. do., fair one edge far = faced a 
brickwork a pen en ” 
Hard York— 

12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 

14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on = 
and front 

12in. x 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front ... 

2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes... per ft. sup. 

2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes per yd. sup. 


TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district aa aie 
Hand made Pantiles Berkshire district a ae 
Hand made Double Roman Bridgwater district ... 
Hand made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district pod 
Machine made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district 
Hand made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. “ae 
Machine made Hip and Valley tiles do. os 
Concrete tiles 104 x 64 
do. Interlocking (49S) _ 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in a truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
actual. 


. per ft. cube 
.. per ft. sup. 


.. per ft. cube 


ABwWALNOUS 
oowooococo 


— 
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Note. —Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


TIMBER 
Softwood— 


Joinery quality ie eee 
Carcassing quality . 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany—African S.E. ‘an ! 
do. Honduras do. pe 1 


Pe) — per standard PS 10 to £125 
£100 to ae 


7 
5 
European do. as ‘ 0 
Japanese do. aaa ki 17 
English Logs sawn .. 5 
8 in. average S.E.... 0 
Walnut African Logs sawn ... 5 


DOORS (in Lots I—I1) 

Delivered London area. 

1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel. 
2ft.Oin. x 6 ft. 6in 
2ft.3in. xX OR: cis. 
2 ft.6in. x 6. ft. 6 in. 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 

2 in. do., but top panel one. 
2 ft.6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 
2 ft.9 in. x 6.ft. 6 in. 

2 in. e Panel, top pee of open. Pattern 2x Gin deal 

2 ft. 6in. x 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. 


SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area. 


in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) a we 
iy in. do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) ane 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) kas 
24 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) “ 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) 

Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. 

4 in. Imported Insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 


om 100 sq. ft. 
in. Hardboard do. aoa wee ” 
ye in. do. do. 
y: in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets ” 
Roofing Felt, 1-ply ... 

do. 2-ply ate 
Best Scotch Glue, i in slabs... 

do. pearl - * 
Croid Glue ws -_ e 28 Ib. 
Cut Nails, 3 in. and up (1-ton ‘lots) 7 per ton 
Wire Nails, 3 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) ane per cwt. 


METALS 
3asis Joists— 
6in. xX S5in., 8 in. x Sin., 8 in. X 6in., 10 in. x 6 in.. 
12 in. x 6 in. oo, cut to —_ delivered London 
area eee soe eee per ton 
Extra for sizes 
3 in. X 14 in. 
3 in. X 3 in., 4 in. x 3 in, 5 in. 23 in. 
4in. X 1} in. “ee ee eae 


oooncon 


Pattern 4 in deal 


Pattern 4x G in deal 


ooo - 


wo DAO wow” 


per yd. 


des "per yd. sup. 


” 


WUAMNMS HH NNIAOW 
AcCooowawoos 


— 


STEEL Joists, Etc. 
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4}in. 
5 in. 
6 in. 
9 in. 
10 in. 
5 in. 
7 in. 
10 in. 
13 in. 
14 in. 


1jin., 24 in. x 74 in. aa +. per ton 
ei oe ee (a a a4 
3 in. a se ‘tai aon eee 
7 in. ae ad 
44in., 12in. x Sin. ... =e 
44in., 6in. x 44in., Tin. x 341 in., 
4 in., 8 in. X 4 in., 9 in. 4 in., 
Sin., 10in. x 8in., 12 in. 8 in., 
5in., 14in, x 54in., 14 in. 6 in., 
8in., 15 in. x Sin., 15in. x 6in., 
16 in. 6in., 16in. xX 8in., 18 in. 6 in., 
18 in. 7 in. 18 in. x 8in., 20 in. 
20 in. x 7} in. sas a pea 
Steel angles average price 
Steel tees average price 
Fabricated work delivered London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted aad 
Compound girders .. 
Stanchions 
Compound stanchions aa 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins 
Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to — ex London 
Stock § in. diam, and upwards 
4 in. diam ee ea 
¥s in. do. ies ite aed <i et a 
#in. do. Gas = ois xin oa pas 2 
4 in. do. ae aa ae vee aa ee 1 
MILD STEEL TUBES 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and 
following discounts— 
— oo W.L. Fittings 
Class B T1382 Light +203% 
Class C +283% Heavy +284% 
Bless A —233%% 
ass —2329 F 
ClassB —13°% a tii, 
Class C NET wavy 


C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yard in 6 ft. lengths 


xxXXKXKKXKKKKKXKM 


ecoooo UN 
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.. per ton extra ; 


coooo 


Malleable Fittings 
Malleable List —453%+40% 


Malleable List —453% 


Gutters Nozzles 
3 in. aus 2 10 6 
34 in. 
4 in. 
44 in. 
5 in. 


3 in. 

34 in. 

4 in. 

4} in. 

5 in. <a 


"CL 
~~ yard in 6 ft. einai 
24 i ae. a ie 
3 in. sae 
34 in. Se 
4 in. eco 


2 in. 
24 in. 
3 in. ean o pa ona 
34 in. ‘aa oe cos og 
4 in. re 

Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipés for under 3 cwt. lots 
only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3100 amended to August 13, 1951, 
plus 100 per cent. and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2-ton lots 
24 per cent. 


L.C.C. CoaTep Dratn PIPES 


In 9 fts. 
cwt. qr. Ib. per yd. as oY» ett 
4 in. pre is aaa pe ta Oe 18/10 13/- 22/11 
6 in. bom a ae 28/1 27/1 46/11 
j Aspestos RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. ? 
2 in. 24in. 3in. 

Pipes 6 ft. lengths . peryd. 3/14 ve 
Shoes - Pre we «each 2/- 
Single Branches ... ; oa 3/3 410 
Bends square or obtuse . =e 2/3 3/3 
Swan Necks 44 in. or 63 in. 

projection ad ‘a 2/9 3/10 


pees O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
in. 
Gutters 6 ft. agen peryd. 3/3 
Drop ends aco |©«=— COR 4 
Stop Ends.. ota ” 
Angles and nozzles is mi He 
Union Clips an 1/4 


pa HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4 in. ‘ 5 in, 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths per yd. 2/3 2/8 
Drop ends -—< Ce 1/10 1/il 
Stop ends oe /8 /9 
Angles and nozzles a 2/1 2/3 
Union Clips wa io /il 1/- 
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METALS—continuea 


& 


ne Crown Merchant Quality 
Mild Steel Ba io Si . 
Mild Steel Hoops eso 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 
£6. ¢ 
Soft sheets C.R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge oi = - 429 
24 pom ae a eee > ose 43 14 
26 gai a . 414 
Gatvaneed Corrugated sheets ‘ ft to 9 ft.— 
20 gauge eee ae 54 10 
24 — ae oe nee abe oe -- 56 10 
26 gau os » eee 
Galvanised Flat sheets Cl R. and cA ai 
20 55 10 


pes eo dagee & ata Capt’) came 9 ee 


gaug 60 5 
Metal Windows —Standard Metal Windows B.S.940 Prices on 
application British Metal Window Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd 


PLuMBERS’ Brass Work, Copper, ZINC, ETC | 
Delivered in London area 


H. 
Zin. lin. fin. Ifin. 


BAND AAN Ooo 


4 


M.O. 
All per doz. in. 
Screwdown bib cocks se 
head for iron 
Toilet bib cocks for iron ‘ / 2/6 
Scréw down stop cocks foriron 86/- 120/- 186/- 368/- 548/- 
do withtwounionsforlead 124/- 165/- 263/- 488/- 703/- 
Double nut boiler screws... 26/- 32/- S5/- 8 128/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves ... ' 226/- 348/- 481/- 732/- 903/- 
Plumbers union brass lead to 
iron om eee f= 33f—" AIf- T2f- 7 
Idin. 14in. 2in. 3.in. 
Caps and screws mn ae /- 35/- 50/- 92/- 


Brass sleeves 31/- 42/- 72/- 
14-x 6 lb. 14 x 6 Ib. 2.x 7lb. 3 x 71d 
Lead P. trap with ae aang 
screws Se 69/- 86/3 138/- 235/9 
aset S. trap do. pis ou 83/6 103/6 169/9 se ot 
er 


Plumbers’... deo ia was ake aa ee =—per Ib. 


Ss. 
4 
Tinmen’s_... ne ae ne ate ase os ; 


Blow pi 
Copper , BSS6 59/ 1944 on the basic price of 32d. per Ib., plus ga’ 
and manufacturing extras as follows. a quantities 3 cwt. 
tra 


d 
in. X 19 gauge 2. we . Total per Ib. 
in. Xa9: 4, i na ; 13 » 4 
mm. xis . oe ‘i ra a . 43 

ifin: x i bos os ; 43 
in.xX 18 ,, ss a 43 
2m M47... 
Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price £ 
cary auge and manufacturing extras «. perton 335 
g 
wee? gauge, Ogee lots upwards ... . per cwt. . : 
gauge ” 
tubes basic ues a gauge and manufactur- 
ingextras... ae 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPE 
Basis selling price in minimum one ton delivery to one address in London or 
Home Counties. ‘ P 


perton 161 10 
162 1 


NY wWUSa 
2 aacak 


per Ib. 


s 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 Ib. substance and pomaaadh 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils 5 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over, 25 in. to 4h i in. dia. ... 165 15 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe a hese 164 5 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton Baa con 2 
3 cwt. do. Scwt. 4 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. 6 
28 Ib. do. 1 cwt. can 8 
Cutting Sheet Lead to size jess than 15 ft. long 

and/or less than 7 ft. wide and under 34 Ib. sub- 

stance, or cutting Lead Pipe at usual Trade extras. 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected, £119 15s. Od. per 

ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over ans on eg per ton 
do. White do. oO. ns 
Sirapite Coarse do. “4 
do. Fine do. do. 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton a 
Hydrated Lime 
Lump Lime do. 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in j-ton loads 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads tes 
Hair per cwt. 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board zi in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one deli 6 9 Delivered site ... per yi 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 yds. - over in one delivery. 
Delivered site > -a0 ‘ 


oooo ooco 


PN OCCAaUGAIAI~ 
> AKBOWADWoOOwWwa 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


th 


Delivered London area. 
Ceiling Distemper . ... 
Washable Distemper 
Gloss Paint... 
Snowcem cement paint Gn 1 cwt. drums) . 
LeaD PRODUCTS AND OILS” 
Ground White Lead : cwt. = io ji eee Per CwL. 
1 cwt. 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 0 eal iots in 1 fal tins per Bal. 
Genuine Red Lead, Ds. 1 cwt. ry 3 per cwt. 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg 
Size XD quality, 28 lb. 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal. ) Drums extra 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) ... do. 
SUNDR 


Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) ‘ 
do. do. (40 gal. drum) do... 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans), Exterior 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels)... on 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) ; 
White Lining Paper ... oes ine 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area. 

Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside 
Oak Pale Copal do. 
Hard 1 Pape 7 for «for Inside 


a 
ene do. 

eee Cont e Varnish 
Front Door Varnish ... 
Japan Gold Size Pa 
Black Japan... eos 
Brunswick Black ne 
Berlin Black = 
Terebine ove eee ove 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) 
French and Brush Polish (do.) joes: 


GLASS 


Delivered London area 
Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. 


18 oz. see 
24 oz. ots 
ao oz. ane 
English Rolled Plate ‘and Figured ‘Cathedral, etc., 
in cut sizes — 500 ft. super of all kinds 
yee Plate “a poe He ae 
ough cast aa em sa ea 
Rough cast aa 
Figured Lye ied, and Cathedral standard patterns 
Figured Rolled, Standard T 
Figured Rolled’ Special Tints ws 
Figured Rolled Real Ruby ... ore 


+ in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe and 
Reeded Glass me Narrow Reeded, Broad Reeded, 
_ Major R Cross Reeded, Narrow ogg ies 
Broad Reediyte L > aaeated 
Wired cast, 3 in. * 
Georgian Wired Loy os 


es Glass Ee 


B. 2 x in. eee eee coe 
PB 3. xt in. ... aa ae 
P.B.32 72 x 7: : BS oa; 

di —— — to —_ up ‘with 


per cwt. 


per gal. 
per cwt. 


WOWDOO KWNUe 


per ‘tin 
per gal. 


CACDCW CHOKWWOOCS cose F 


(eR eee eet fares et KD AD et et et ee 
oocoocooaqcaonce 


sssssss 


Polished Plate Glass. Ordinary ‘inane about in in. thick per ft. super. 
Glazing for Selected 
Glazing Glazing 


Silvering 
rey ee ay 


: Quality 
In plates not exceeding— s. d. 
. sup. ae 
5 ft. sup. ish oes 
45 ft. sup. a See 
100 ft. sup. 4 
Extra sizes, i.e., Plates exceeding 100 ft. sup. or 96 in. high or 160 in. wide. 


Glazing for Glazing purposes per ft. sup. 


Not exceeding H+ ft. sup. or 250 in. one way or 135 in. both ways 7 
0 ft. sup. or mw Pr 10 
20 ft. sup. or 

Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 

The usual thickness of Polished Plate is about 3 in., but if required in the 
following special thicknesses in Glazing for Glazing quality the under- 
wag extra charges will be made :— 

in.—#, in. 


in.- ¥, in. 
in. bare 
in. exact 
4 in.—} in. 
in. exact 
%& in. ae ee 2 oes % no extra charge 


6d. per ft. supet 
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he Builder 
CU RRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM FEBRUARY 4, 1952. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 
Grade Classification, A Al 


Town. Grade. 
Aberavon ....cccecceeeee eA 
Aberdare ...cccccccccceseA 
Abergavenny ..cccsseeess 
Abingdon ....ccccccecers 
ACCTINZtON “....ccccceeee oA 
Addlestone ....cceseeeeesA 
Aldeburgh ......ccccecesA2 
Aldershot District ......++ 
Alfeton UD, ... ccccscees 
ee 
Altrincham ....cccceceees 
RE ee 
Amersham .....cceeseees 
Ammanford ....ccsccccees 
ANGOVEE ccccccceccccse 
ATG oscsvuccesesdens 
Arundel .o.ccccccccccces 
Ascot .. eocccce 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch Tha o 
Ashby Woulds U.D. ..... 
Ashford (Kent) ........-+ 
Ashford (Middlesex)...... 
Ashington 
ASHES civexndesevesces 
Ashton-under-Lyne ....- 
Aspatria and Brayton ....A 
Atherstone (parts of) ... 
tO eae 
Aylesby (Yorks) ........2-A 
AYRE ccdacavewetcve 
OE OCP CEE EEE CEE EE 
Bakewell U.D. ..cccccce Ad 
Bante caccndcancadee cus 
Barnard Castle U.D,......A 
Barnoldswick U.D. ......Al 
BAS ccensvcceoussecke 
Barrow-in-Furness ........A 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. 

(exc. ington A2) ..A 
i) ee ee | 
Basford R.D. (exc. Willough- 

by-on-the-Wolds A2)....A 
Basingstoke ~hibeus dacuee 


>PE>epe 


B>>RERE 


Pe eeeeeereseee 


>>dd 


BER 


Beaconsfield & District ..Al 
Beami vedvesedvecereue 
Beart’ < wccccs 


CS waeecccecesccces 


Bece! 
Bedale R.D. 
Bedford 


= 


sett District 222222220. 
Beverley sccccectecesess 
Bexhill-on-Sea ....c.s00- 
Biggleswade ... 


Be>> 


panne EE 
Bilsthorpe 
Birchington 
Birkenhead .... 
Birmingham C.B. 
Bishop-Auckland . 
Bishop’s Stortford 
a ee 
Blackburn 
Blackpool . 
Blackwell R.D. 
Blaydon U. D. 


Blyth... 
Bognor Regis 

Boldon ie ae 
Bolsover U.D. 
Bolton ..... 
Bourne End . 
Bournemouth District 
Bracknell cocceccccce 
Bradford eeceseeeve 
Bradford-on-Avon ... 
Braintree anions 
Breconshire, County of 
Brent 


B>>>>d 


wie 


PPPPPrP>r>rP>> « 


Brighouse 
Brighton 

Bristol ...0+ 
Broadstairs .. 
Bromsgrove U.D. ° 
Brough ..... 

Broughton (Cheshire) ....A 
Buckley A 


weer eseeese 





Craftsmen 


Labourers oe 


THE BUILDER 


oe 3/4 
nad at 2/104 


A2 
3/34 
2/10 





Town. Grade, 
Bungay ...c.e.cccccsees 
— 


‘Sestemren teen C.B. scone 


>>d>BR 


bbb 


Calder Valley ..rccccccese 
Cambridge .....cccccccces 
Cannock U.D, ..ccccoccce 
Canterbury ....sceeeeeee 
Cccccsscccesseeas 
Cardiganshi 

Carlisle 


>B>>>d> 


, Cnty of 


Chapel-en-le-Frith sesccchhe 
Charmy Down ° . 
Chatham & District ..... 
Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. ..... 
Chelmsford 
Cheltenham = .ccccocccce 
CRIED ic ckcddcccccesse 
Chertsey .cccccccccccces 
CRE vndac canccccceces 
Chesterfield M.B. 
Chesterfield R.D. 
Chester-le-Street U. 
Chichester ....... 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 

foore Within and Harden- 
chale Wisksdseuaonuae 

ES bccccnusconeess 
Cleethorpes ...cccccccee 
CISVEGOR § cccccccccccecs 
Cleveleys ...cccccccscccce 
Clithe: 


TOC wccecccecscscess 


>>=> 


see eeeresesete 


eeeeeee 
eeeseee 


ote cee 


pebbbnds 


Z>P>B 


sereeses 


>Pr>r> 


Colwyn Bay cccccccncccs 
COMgISON ..cccccccesecs 
Consett 

Conway ..... .Al 
Cornwall, County of ....¢A A2 
Coventry’ CB. ucctqececs 

pecs 2 igh tel eae 


Si bbE 


Coauler Chakaad intense 
CEEWOE  ncccccccccccccsce 
Cromer ...ccccccccccces 
Crowborough 
Cuckfield weeeacveebeds 


Dalton-in-Furness eevccoce 


Darlington District 
Darwen 


eeeeeees 


Ei 


>Pr> 


eee eereseeseseee 


ecenceceuaateee 
Denbigh HOGI 6 c6 00% ---A2 
Derby C 


Devizes 
Devon, County, of vee BAR 
Dewsb ury 
Diss .ccccccccccccccecs 
Doncaster C.B, .......-.-A 
BOMMIE cS avieccaccccsncqcchie 
Dorset, County of (except- 
ing Poole and Wimborne 
BED cacccddccdevedacccsiee 
Dover . A2 
Dovercourt _ 
Driffield U.D.........-0<. ‘Al 
Droitwich M.B. .........-Al 
Dudley M.B. .......22200A 
Dunstable ...ccccceeeees 
Durham City ......++++2-A 


. Al 

A2 
Sa cood (Note) UD. A 
Ebbw Vale & District ....A 
| acheenvenseasessn 
PPING cccccccccccccccece 
Exeter’ ..ccccccccce coocAl 
Fakenham .......0..++--A2Z 
Falmouth .........000--A2 
Fareham .c.cccccccccce: A 
Faversham .........+--A2 


seceueceueeescee 





Town, Grade. 
Felixstowe ....00.cceeee 
Filey U.D. ..ccccccccceecA 
Fleetwood ...ccscescccesA 
a Re 
Folkestone .....+.+++--A2 
PI i vecdectcccsvcucien 
| eee 
Gainsborough R.D 

(Mid. pt.). -A2 
Gateshea 


Gillingham (Kent) ..... 
Glossop nm 
Gloucester 

Gloucestershire, ‘Cnty. of i 


Hastings ..... 
Hatfield (Herts.) 
Haywards Heath 
Hemel Hempstead 


Horwich ., 
Huddersfield 
eee 
Hunstanton 


WO GE WIE cccccece 
Jarrow M.B. 
TA cccéccces 
ME | dddidnatvensnada 
Kenilworth U.D 
Kettering M.B. 

Keynsham epee 
Kidderminster M.B. oueees 
RSS LIGO cccccce: 
Kingskerswell .... 
Kingsteignton 
Kirkham 


Knowle cscocerscgecceocs 
Lancaster 
Leamii on M.B. 


eeeesee 


eeeeeee 


>>> 2>> 


Leeds 
Leicester C.B. eccevccevce 
Leighton Bi 


eereeeee 


aces 


>> 


Littlehampton ........+- 
Live: h  ccccccccccces 
Liandudno ......cecccees 
Lianelly 
oo 


on | eneeptenenien 


2 ob 


ee eeeaeesesesere 


Lous borgudh MB. 220113 


eee eeeeesese 


>> o> 


Fe 





Town. 
Loxton 
Luton 


Macclesfield ....cccccccess 
Maidenhead nermentt * 
Maidstone ............--Al 


Malvern U.D. . e 
Manchester ......eccsee-A 
Manningtree _........ Al 
Mansfield M.B, ......- 
= 

Marga’ 


Maryport 

Matlock U.D. 
Melksham -A2 
Melton Constable .. A2 
Melton Mowbray UD. i 
Merthyr evccecccccees 
Middlesbrough 
Middleton 
DEROONED | cvccccctecace 
Milford Haven .......... 
Morecambe 
mer AE 


See eeeeeeeeres 


eet 


see eeeeeeereeesees 


Newbury ee 
Newcastle-on-Tyne _ 3 
Newcastle-under-Lyme 
New Forest District 


Newport Pagnell 

Newton Abbot .. 
Northallerton Dist. 
Northampton C.B 

North Shields .... 

Norton Radstock 

Norwich 

Nottingham C.B. Pe 
Nuneaton M.B,. .......... 
Oakham U.Diccccccccce 
=. eccccccccoccccce 
Ormskiric 


Pontefract 
Pontypridd District 
Portishead 
Portland Stoneyards 


te onl 
_——— aneened of be 
Rayleigh. ane 


.- 


Redditch U.D. .. 
Redhill and Reigate 


Rochester : 
——. ‘ 
Rugb: 


St. Neots . 

Salisbury City ..........A 
Salisbury Plain ..........A2 
Sawbridgeworth 
Saxmundham 

Scarborough ......+0.+++ 
Scunthorpe .....e+ssees20A 


Seve: 
Sheerness 
Sheffield 


coccccccccccccoeAlt 


OES cccccccccce eA 





Town. 
Shoreham 
Shrewsbury M.B. 
Sittingbourne ........+: 
Skegness U.D. ........--Al 
Skipton U.D. ..ccccccceeA 
Sleaford U.D. .......-++A2 
Slough Al 
Smethwick C.B. ......2+--TA 
Snettisham a 
Somerset, County of ....A2 
Southampton 
none —_ 
Southpo oe 
South "Shields C.B, Bsvdcace 
Spalding U.D. .........-A2 
Stafford M.B, aupenesensee 
Staines A 
Stamford M.B. ..... 
Stantonwick 
Stevenage ....cccccccecs 
Stockport. ..cccceccece che! 
secenee® BLE. .ccccnctess 
Stockton-on-Tees ........ 
Stoke-on-Trent C.B, ...... 
Stoke Orchard . 
Stourbridge M.B, 
Stourport U.D. 
Stowmarket ..... 
Stratford-on-Avon M.B. 
Sunderland District 
Sunningdale 
Sutton Coldfield M.B. .... 
UD ancddectacaneaken 
SURMEGE  cccccesccnceschen 
PGE canducadanusases 
SD. cviddaseaaeadede 
Smates U.D. ccccccceces 
Tamworth M.B, 
Tenterden .... 
Tewkesbury 
Thai 


eeeereee 


: 

Todmorden 

Tonbridge 

Torquay 

TOONS cccs. 

Trowbridge 

Tunbridge Wells 

Tynemouth C.B. - 
Uppingham (Salop) 

Uttoxeter U.D. ...cccccce 
WR naccccsccsacechh 
EE en cncccccaacaath 
Walsall C.B, 

Walsden 


. Area A 
oa North of, to Billericay A 
«ot 


Warminster 
Warrington .. 
Warwick M.B. 
Wellington R.D.... 
= (Norfolk) 


West Bromwich C.B. ......A 
Wh asacenacceaus 
Westcliff-on-Sea ..........A 
WIEN a cndcccnncce 
Weston-super-Mare ....Ab 
Weybridge ..... ccccccceeht 
Weymouth 
Whitby U.D. 
Whitstable and District 
ee re 
WN. As cécacauscaeqeua 
NE Sntdccasdcecasanecu 
WHE  cccccccceadsconahee 
Willington 
Wilmslow 
Wilts. County of ........ 
Winohester .....22222.-Al 
Windermere ecccces 
Windsor and Eton ......Al 
i ee ae 
ae Sa ey 
Woking (District) ........Al 
Wee J dacancccosctn 
Wolverhampton C.B. ......A 
Woodbridge 2 
Worcester C.B. ssoseseeou 


Wrexham (incl. Cefn) ....A 
WRSGEEROD «© cccccccccdce 
Wrylam ....ccccccccccccccl 
Wymondham 

York 


steer eseee 


In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :-— 


- iverpool, and ee, ~ :—Craftsmen, 3s. oe Labourers, 3s. 
Py gr 2 ¢ Plus 2d. ver working day. aa. a 2 keys the County rate and applies except where higher grades are 
Note.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive per day Too! lowances, 
WOMEN’S iee—te all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes i; 2s..5d. per hour. 
carry out work other than craft processes, d. per hour. 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 36 


Women introduced to 





NEWS IN BRIEF 
Amplifiers at County Hall 


The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has given his approval to the 
installation of sound amplifying equipment 
similar to that in use in the House of 
Commons, to improve hearing conditions in 
the L.C.C.’s council chamber at County Hall. 


Kent Building Programme 


Kent County Council’s buildings commit- 
tee reports 81 contracts in progress, valued 
at £3,106,152; 29 contracts being arranged 
and tenders under consideration, valued at 
£951,283; working drawings being or to be 
prepared for 15 projects in the buildings 
department, valued at £168,751; and for eight 
projects by private architects, valued at 
£128,085. In addition, private architects are 
being employed in connection with 11 of the 
61 projects for which preliminary plans, but 
not estimates, have been prepared. 


L.M.B.A. Wins at Cricket : 

FOLLOWING its win against the R.I.B.A., 
the L.M.B.A. continued its record of success 
against the Blue Circle Club at Snaresbrook 
recently by winning for the 28th consecutive 
year, this time by one run. The Blue 
Circle ‘batted first and scored 234 for 5 
declared (M. P. Evans 3 for 54). The 
L.M.B.A. had scored 229 for 7 before the 
last over began; no runs had been scored 
off the first four balls of this over, when J. 
Seward (113 not out) sent the fifth away for 
six. 


British Prefabs for U.S. Forces 

Following a forecast made by Mr. David 
Eccles, Minister of Works, on June 28, of 
the vast potentialities of the export of 
British prefabricated buildings,, Taylor 
Woodrow (Building Exports) Ltd., 
announced the completion of a half-million- 
dollar contract for light-weight prefabricated 
steel structures for United States defence 
forces in France. The order was obtained 
in mid-December, 1951. All the steel work 
was shipped by the end of January, and 
asbestos sheeting for roofs and walls and 
all other components were shipped in mid- 
February. There are 26 buildings in all, 
consisting of 312 10-ft. bays providing about 
3,750,000 cubic feet of storage space. The 
largest building is 200 ft. long with a 50-ft. 
span. 

The structures marketed by Taylor Wood- 
row are designed and manufactured by the 
Arcon Development Group, which, besides 
Taylor Woodrow, includes Stewarts and 
Lloyds, I.C.I., United Steel, Williams and 
Williams, and Austins of East Ham. 


Price Reductions at Royal Show 


Price reductions in a wide range of oil and 
petrol engines and agricultural equipment 
were announced to farmers and industrialists 
at the opening of the Royal Show on July 1 
by R. A. Lister and Co., Ltd., of Dursley, 
Gloucestershire. 


OFFICIAL 
Copper Sales 


In its statement on copper prices, dated 
June 19 last, the Ministry of Materials pro- 
mised a further announcement on the con- 
ditions under which forward sales would be 
allowed for August, 1952. It is now 
announced (June 28) that there will be no 
change in the usual arrangements whereby 
consumers may buy up to their full quotas 
of copper for the current month and also 
for the immediately following month. 


NOTIFICATION 


THE BUHDER 


SCOTTISH 
BUILDER 


E dis b I Pl s g 

TT'HE first and chief duty of any town 

planning officer should be to get into 
an aeroplane and fly over the New Town of 
Edinburgh to get into his mind how a town 
ought to be planned and how a town was 
perfectly planned in the old days, said Lorp 
ROSEBERY, president, speaking at the annual 
meeting of the Cockburn Association in 
Edinburgh. 

But, he added, there was no question about 
it that their predecessors did not keep all 
their new buildings, or a great many of their 
new buildings, in keeping with the buildings 
which they had inherited. There was a 
substratum of truth in criticisms made of the 
city’s architecture. There were buildings 
that should never have been put up in the 
city, but it was no use crying over spilt 
milk. 

The thing to do was to keep their eye on 
the future, and do what they could in the 
present for the future. 

Referring to suggestions submitted to the 
Town Council in response to the latter’s 
invitation on planning for the future, Lord 
Rosebery said the association had proposed 
the removal of the railway in Princes-street 
Gardens. It should never have been put 
there, but, on the other hand, he was afraid 
ijt was too.much to hope that the nationalised 
British Railways would see their way to 
remove a railway which was already there, 
purely from an esthetic point of view. 

Mr. RosBert Hurp, architect, took the 
view that George-street “might be spoiled 
in the way that Princes-street has been 
spoiled, if we do not watch it with great 
vigilance.” Tracing the change from the 
residential character of the street to its com- 
mercial use, he said: “ What is happening 
to-day is going on almost too quickly to be 
coped with. There is a very definite trend 
for very good-class native-owned commercial 
concerns to leave Princes-street and go to 
George-street.” 

’ This pressure on the sites in George- 
street was bound to have a considerable 
effect on the future of the street. Now was 
the time for the association to watch with 








PRICE BUILD-UP 
TODAY 


. By CAIN (V. C. Abell) 


includes Tables for converting 

Labour Constants to Cash 

Equivalents and Revised Wage 
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PRICE 7/6 (post, 7/10) 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 4 
TRADE WAGES 


‘FOLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 

Joint Council as from Febryary 4, 1952, 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 

Grade A: . Craftsmen, 3s. 44d., Labourers, 
2s. 11d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 
Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 


s. d. 
25 ~ 37 1 
334 
50 


49 
14 

4th 663 

Sth 75 


99 
For female labour, the rates are: 


111 

Operatives on craft operations (at end of 
probationary period) ise on dat 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) is 


Year. 


1st 
2nd 
3rd 











great care what was going to happen to that 
fine street. 
Housing Grants 

Owners of dwellings which have been 
provided or improved with the aid of a grant 
under the Housing (Scotland) Act, 1950," 
may be affected by new regulations which 
came into operation on July 1. 

The regulations raise, from 4 to 5 per cent. 
per annum, the rate of interest charged when 
an owner repays the appropriate proportion 
of the grant to the local authority. This may 
occur if there has been a breach of the con- 
ditions imposed by the Act, or a voluntary 
alienation of the dwelling during the 20 years 
for which these conditions apply. An owner 
may also make a voluntary repayment in 
order to free the dwelling from the condi- 
tions. 

The Housing (Rate of Interest on Expenses 
of Execution of Works) (Scotland) Order, 
1952, also came into operation on July |. 
It raises from 24 to 4 per cent. per annum 
the rate of interest used in calculating the 
expenses which a local authority may recover 
from the person having control of an in- 
sanitary house on which they have executed 
works to make it fit for human habitation. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Ayr.—Plans have been prepared and approved for 
new foundry at Seafield-rd. and South Sanquar site, 
by James Dickie & Co. Ltd., Victoria Works, 
Somerset-rd., Ayr. 

Edinburgh.—Pians have been prepared by the 
builder’s architects for 36 houses which are to be 
erected at The Northfield Farm Avenue site by 
James Miller & Partners, Ltd., West End, Edin 
burgh. 

Forfarshire.—C.C. propose scheme of reconstruc 
tion and additions at ‘he Constabulary Head- 
quarters at an est. cost of £13,000, their architect 
being Mr. James MacGregor, F.RI.AS., County: 
chbrs., Forfar. . 

Girvan.—Corporation to erect new 
at Harvey-rd. The architect is 
Master of Works Offices, Girvan. We. 

Johnstone.—Plans in hand for additional accom- 
modation at Mechiston for The Western Regiona 
Hospital Board. The architect is Forbes Murston 
(F.), 64, West Regent-st., Glasgow. , 

Kirkintilloch.—Corporation to erect 36 houses 4! 
the Bothtyn_Park site. The architect is Ronal 
G. Dalker (F.), Council Offices, Kirkintilloch. 

Lanark. rporation to erect 24 houses at Ram- 
say-pl., Shanks-st., and The Mill-rd, sites. The 
architect is Andrew  H. Carmichael (F.), Council 
chbrs., Lanark. , E 

Renfrewshire.—C.C. to erect a new Catholic school 
at the Auchneach housing site, for which the archi- 
tect is Thomas Hepburn (Douglas Tough). County 
Education Offices, Glasgow-rd., Paisley, W. 


lice houses 
ames Greig, 





*The Housing (Rate of Interest on Repaid 
Improvements) (Scotland) Regulations, 1952. 
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The Builder 


THE BUILDER 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
» found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
ad vious issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. hose with an 
me risk are advertised in this number. The dates 

the heads of a hs are those for the sub- 
+ sion of tenders; agger (t) denotes closing 
date for esétcatieis.” the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 


JULY 4, 
+Peterborough R.D.C.—Erection of 22 houses at 
Castor. Dodson & Son, architects, Museum-bldgs.; 
Priestgate. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by July 28. 


JULY 5. 

+Consett U.D.C.—Construction of 36 houses at 
Moorside estate, scheme 5. J. Eltringham, archi- 
~ Derwent-st., Blackhill. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders 

August 9. 

©, An T.C.—Erection of 26 houses and roads 
and sewers at Churton-st. T.C., Town Hall. Dep. 
£3 3s, Tenders by July 22. 

JULY 11, 

*tN.E. Met. Reg. Hosp, Brd.— Extensions to 
operating theatre at Rush Green Hospital, Rom- 
ford. Secretaty, N.E. Met. Reg. Hosp. Brd., lla, 
Portland-pl., a, 

*+Sevenoaks R.D.C.—Two blocks of four houses, 
Green-la., Leigh. & 8. Dep. £2 2s 
R “+ West Ham B.C, —Erection of (a) 38 ‘maisonettes, 
0 houses and 13 flats in Romford-rd. and Faraday- 
td, area, contract 176; (b) 30 houses in Whitwell-rd. 
ch, Cana 181. Boro’ A., 70, West Ham-la. Dep. 


JULY 12, 

*Feltham ‘U.D.C.—Erection of 71 dwellings on 
Viola Farm estate. E. & S., Lynton House, Han- 
wo rth- rd. pn £2 2s. 

*+ Maid itd 
- Soath os Bodley: rd. 

Mald 





C.—Erection of 4 houses 
ee E., Municipal Offices, 


JULY 14, 

“Bridgwater B.C.—Erection of (a) 14 houses at 
‘Sydenham estate; (b) 18 houses at Penlea-ave.; (c) 
12 houses at Bath- td. and Fairfax-rd. B.E., tows 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s 

*tEast Suffolk C.C.—Extensions to 
secondary modern school. E, J. 
County A., Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. 
August 15. 

‘Godalming B.C.—Alterations 

“ Branksome,” Filmer-gr., ito provide additional 
offices. B.S., “ Branksome.” Filmer-gr. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tStaines "U.D.C.—FErection of 20 old people’s 
‘dwellings on Kingston-rd. estate. T.C., “ Elms- 
leigh,” 73, High-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 15. 

Morpeth R.D.C.—Construction of 40 houses and 
ancillary works at Hadstone site, Broomhill. E, & 
8., Council Offices, Dacre-st. Dep. £2 
_*tNewoastle-under-Lyme BB. C.—Erection of 10 
shops with 2 maisonettes and 24 flats on the Brod- 
well estate. T.C., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s, 


Felixstowe 
Symcox (F.), 
Tenders by 


to buildings at 


JULY 16, 
*tBristol C.C.—Alterations and _ extensions » 
Periton Mead open-air school, Minehead. City A 
Council House, College-green. Dep. £2 2s, 

Lyme Regis T.C.—Construction. of 14 bungalows 
at Kingsway. Lucas, Roberts and Brown, archi- 
tects, Barnfield- hill, Exeter. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Uxbridge U.D.C.—Erection of a public mortuary 

and site works. H. Stripp, E. & §S., 263, High-st. 
So: £5 5s. 

' JULY 17. 

+Burnley B.C.—Construction of ooend portion of 
Central Transport Garage. .E. S., 22-24, 
Nicholas-st. Dep. £2 2s. “Tenders by a §. 

JULY 18. 

*tBridport Boro’.—24 Rig" Skilling. 
and Oliver, architects, South-st. 4 

rn Sussex C.C. elisilien of Phase I of Crow- 

rough County Secondary School. County A., 
Couns Hall, Lewes. 
¢ *Gravesend B.C.—Erection ¢ 50 houses (scheme 
5H), Westcourt estate. B.E. & S., 6, Woodville-ter. 


Dep. £2 2s. 

“Halifax C.B.—Concrete floors and staircases in 
% flats. B.E., Crossley-st. 

Ba ig R.D.C.—Erection of 12 houses with sewage 

orks, etc., at Lower Halstow. E, & S., 48, Bell-rd., 
§i: tingbourne. Dep. £3 3s. 


JULY 19. 

Bridgend U.D.C.—Erection of 34 houses at West 
House site No. 1, contract 2. E. & S,, Council 
Offices, Glan-Ogwr, Bridgend. Dep. £3 3s. 

JULY 21, 

“Bournemouth Memorial Homes nagement 
Committee.—Erection of 14 flats, Yowell” ~ Sastle- 
ia.. Bournemouth. Hon. Arch, (Room 106), Town 
Hall, Bournemouth. Dep. £2 2s. 


Lambert 
£2 2s. 


*+tNewton Abbott U.D.C.—Erection of 61 houses 
and ten old people’s — on Buckland 
housing estate, contract No. 20. C. Lunn, surveyor, 
18, Devon-sq. Dep. £5 5s. 


JULY 22. 

Billingham U.D.C.—Erection of 88 houses in three 
contracts. Kitching & Co., architects, 21, Albert- 
td., Middlesbrough. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Keswick U.D.C.—Erection of 12 flats and 2 
houses at Browfoot -. Surveyor, Council Offices, 
50, Main-st. Dep. 

*+ Leeds Hy ‘Hospital Board.—Stage 1 of 
new admission unit, Stanley Royd Hospital, 
Wakefield. Wm. A. Shee, secretary, Park-parade, 
Harrogate. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY 23, 

*Malvern U.D.C.—Erection of 48 houses on the 
—™ site. E. & S., Council House. Dep. 

2 2s 


JUL 
Sa wy U.D.C, r houses Highlands-rd. J.P. 
Ridd, & 8. Dep. £ 


yo 6. 

*Lewes B.C.—40 a Tilia. estate (North). 
B.E. & S. Dep. £5 5s. 

*+S.W. Reg. Hosp, Brd.—Construction of two sani- 
tary annexes at St. George’s Hospital, aa. 
nr. Trowbridge. Messrs. Watkins and Gray, 
Sun-bidgs., 1, Clare-st., Bristol. Dep. £2 a 
Tenders by August 22. 

*Walton and Weybridge U.D.C.—Erection of 66 
flats at Cottimore-la,, Walton. E. & S., Council 
Offices, Walton-on-Thames. 

JULY 28. 

Bideford T.C.—Erection of 10 houses at Pynes-la. 
oo contract 4. B.S., Municipal-bidgs. Dep. 

2 


*Frinton and Walton U.D.C.—Erection of timber- 
framed shelter on greensward at Frinton. E. & §,, 
Council House, Frinton. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 30. 

Richmond Corpn. (Yorkshire).—Ctearance of site 
and erection of 8 flats at the Bargate (Old Tannery) 
housing scheme. B.E. & S., Corporation Offices. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Sittingbourne and Milton U.D. C.—Erection of 28 
dwellings on the Canterbury-rd. housing estate, 
es 9. E, & S., High-st., Sittingbourne. Dep. 

Ss. 


AUGUST 5. 

Burnley B.C.—Construction of portion 2 +. oy 
Central Transport Garage. B.E. & S., 
Nicholas-st. Dep, £2 2s. 

*Stretford B.C.—Erection of 30 — 
No. 3, B.S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 

AUGUST 9. 

*Shipton-on-Stour R.D.C.—Erection of 4 houses at 

ag Compton. Earp and Badger (L/A.), Scholars- 
. Stratford-on-Avon. Dep. £2 2s. 


contract 








So you've decided on 
- SLIDING DOORS 


OW about the door gear? There’s 

a set forevery need inthe KING range 
—and every set has ‘plus’ features proved 
in thousands of installations — basic 
advantages in design, material, work- 
manship and finish that mean smooth 
running and long life. So when you 
specify door gear, specify and insist upon 
KING gear and make a tip-top job of it. 


SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


Write for illustrated booklets to 
GEO. W. KING LTD., 202 WORKS, HITCHIN, 


HERTS. TEL.: HITCHIN 960 AND AT STEVENAGE 
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AUGUST 15. 
*New Windsor Boro’—0 houses, 
site. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

“ Do. “i ti f 21 dwell- 
tHartley Wintney R. —Erection 0: Ww 
ings at South Warnborough. T.C., Bey Offices. 
Howden R.D.C.—Erection of 30 houses at various 
sites. Blenkinsopp and Thompson, architects, 

Clifton-chbrs., Par A. Selby. Dep. £2 2s 

+Market Harborough U.D.C. —Brection of (a) 10 
houses at Station-rd., Gt, Bowden; (b) 2 bungalows 
at Bowden-fields estate. Lyndon Rowen, architect, 
39, High-st. 

7" R.D.C.—Erection of 12 dwellings, Nye- 
wood. Greenfield (F.), “ Newstead,” Midhurst. 


Dep. 213 

p. 21 is Metropolitan Regional Hospital 
Board.—Blood transfusion sub-depot, Brentwood 
district hospital. Secretary, lla, Portland-pl., W.1. 
Oakengates U:D.C.—Erection of 44 houses at Fur- 
nace-la. (No. 3) site, Trench, and 26 houses at the 
Grove estate, St. Georges. B. & §., Council Offices, 
Stafford:rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JULY 14. 

*Wallasey B.C.—Supply of ironmongery and metal- 
work for St. Hilda’s R.C. secondary modern school. 
Director of Education, Town Hall. 

JULY 16. 

*+Bristol C.C.—(1) Extension ef hot water heating 

and domestic water services; (2) partial rewiring and 
extension of electrical installations; at Periton 
Mead open-air school. City A., Council House, 
College-green. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 18. 
—Exterior painting and repair of 
156 houses at & orthfields estate and at High-st., 
Dunstable, in six sections. Housing Estates 
Manager, Municipal Offices. Dep. £1 1s. 

*Gravesend B. C.—Installation of stoves, cylinders, 
radiators - piping at 206 houses, Caristianfields 
estate. B.E Py ww: (Prats smeg terr, Dep. £2 

‘JULY 1 

Havant and Waterloo U.D. a painting 
of 143 permanent houses and 91 temporary houses. 
E. & S., 1, Park-rd. North. aaa Dep. £1 Is. 

JULY 2 

*Great Yarmouth C. she. aay S es 

stand, Racecourse. Hon, E., Town 


Manor Farm 


*Dunstable B. 


JULY 25. 
*Merton and sation U.D.C.—Erection of walls 
ane entrance gates at King George’s Field, Tudor- 
. Morden. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER — 
JULY 
Rayleigh U.D.C. ee 
ways and footways, E. 
High-st. 


Garden 
Hall, Cleckheaton. 


, of carriage- 
& S., Council Offices, 2, 


U.D.C.—Preparation work on_ the 
ae site. E. é's. Spenborough Town 
Dep. £2. 

ay a facing sections 
ton and Isleworth —Resurfac 
oie and Spring Grove- =. B.E. & &S., 8%, 
Lampton-rd., Hounslow. Dep. 
~~ % f road at Purrants 
onstruction of ro: 
so Santletia. County S., County Hall, March. 

Altrincham B.C.—Res urfacing of 7,400 sq. yds. of 

Manchester-rd. BS., Town — 
JULY 

Faversham B.C.—Surface caming of roads. 
y a] Offices. 

eters B.C.—Duncombe-rd, 
B.E., The Castle, Hertford. Dep. 

ey a ok an. Metaek: 

Kettering B.C.—Construction of St. Mary’s-rd. - 
vice eae B.E. & S., 3, Gold-st. Dep. £3 3. 

JULY 18. 

Carlisle C.¢.—Construction of reads and sewers at 
the Harraby neighbourhood unit. City E., 18, 
Fisher-st., Carlisle. 

Farnborough U.D.C.—Construction of roads and 
sewers at Fox-la. egg housing estate. E. & §., 
Town Hall. Dep. £3 3 

M uty o.c Roadworks in 

Merton a orden .D.C.—Roadwork 
Ps Highst. E & S., Morden Hall, 8.W.9. 

Wandsworth B.C. > Sosadian of roads and sewers 
at Clapham-rd. housing site. B.E., Municipal-bldgs. 
De 2 

ache R.D.C.—Development of ponent 
housing site at Woodside-rd., Chiddingfold. E. & 8. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

JULY 2 


Railway Executive western Region).—Construc- 
tion of a public overbridge on Teign Valley branch, 
nr, ——_— Devon. Civil E., Paddington-station. 


Dep. £2 28 
JULY 26. 

Belford R.D.C.—Laying of approx. 33 miles of 
4in. water main and 1 mile of 3-in. water main. 
Lg mm amd Rounthwaite, 165, Westmoreland- 

, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 4. 
Hyde B.C.—Resurfacing of main roads. BS., 
Municipal-bldgs., Greenfield-st. 


BS., 


reconstruction. 
£ " 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Green.—Fiats.—The Chief Housing 
the L.C.’s Architect’s Department 


£96,250. 

Caterham.—F.arts. 7 senlect to Ministerial consent, 
the amended offer of Mr. F. W. Woolgar, 47, Wood- 
ville-rd., Thornton Heath, for the erection and 

to the council of 24 flats at Stafford-rd. for 
— has been acce 
Caterham and Warlingham.—FLats. —U.D.C. Sur- 
veyor has prepared plans for 12 flats which are to 
be erected at Godstone-rd., site No. Wa, 
——s. HOOL.—The council “have approved 
the ex C.C.’s proposal to use ne on the Marks 
Gate estate to erect a F dl. 

Dagenham.—G*RAGE ea « —Council have 
approved an application by A. Toleman for the 
erection of canteen and are accommodation 
and extensions to existing showrooms at New-rd. 
Work is to be oust out by 8. Williams & Sons, 
Ltd., Merrielands, Dipple-rd. 

Dagenham. —Hovsine DeveLopMeNT.—Planning 
rmission has been given to the development of 
Mark =a estate for housing and ancillary pur- 


SS 
a) enham.—WAREHOUSING, eETC.—Planning con- 
an as been granted to I. Beer & Sons, Ltd., 10, 
Hosier-la., E.C.1, to erect warehouses, offices and 
os processing stores on the Hainault Industrial 

state. 

Dagenham.—Scnoo. Extension.—No objections 
have been raised by the council to the use of land 
for extension of the infants’ school at Bearn Bridge 
primary school by Essex C.C. 

Hammersmith.—Abaptation.—L.€.C. Welfare Com- 
mittee have approved a scheme of adaptation at 
Trenmar ge, to provide accommodation for 12 
families and a resident superintendent. The total 
cost of repairs and adaptation is est. at £3,700. 
ge are L.C.C, architects. 

petead.— FLATS. —B.C. Housing Com. have 
aa in principle a scheme prepared by the 
Borough Engineer and Housing Architect which 
provides for the erection of seven flats on the 
vacant portion of the site of 63, Fitzjohn’s-ave. 

Hornchurch.—Town planning ‘approval has been 

iven to Percival Estates, Ltd., 310, Romfordrd., 

.1, to erect 22 houses at Saunton-rd. 

Islington—Scnoo. Extensiox.—L.C.C.’s Schools 
Architect has prepared a scheme for an extension 
to Holloway school which provides for a five-form 
entry school of 840 places. The extensions, — on 
are est. to cogt £276,570, will be connected to the 
existing buildings. 

tslington.—ScHoo.t.—L.C.C. have approved pre- 
liminary plans prepared by the Council’s Schools 

Architect for the erection of ws * Cross county 
Lowe school on a site in Chillingworth-st., 
owther-rd. and Mackenzie-rd. The est. cost is 


beth.—Dwe.iincs.—A scheme prepared by C. 
Lovett Gill, F.R.I.B.A., 41, Russell-sq., W.C.1, for 
the development of part of — By r Tulse Hill 
site has been approved by the L Housing Com, 
The scheme provides for the cela of 531 flats, 16 
maisonettes and 12 houses, and is est. to cost 
£1,337,300. 

ey —Dwe.iincs.—Housing have 

opted a scheme vie by eine Melvin and 
pa mers, A./F./A.R.1.B.A., 21, Russell. -sq., W.C.1, 
which provides for the erection of 30 houses and 132 
flats at Rosendale-rd. They have recommended the 
appointment of Davis, Belfield and Everest, 9, 
Ashley-pl.,. 8.W.1, as “quantity surveyors for the 
scheme, 

Lambeth.—Deve.orMenr. he SEW by Gollins, 
Melvin and Partners, A./F./A.R.I.B.A.,.21, Russell- 
sq., W.C.1, for the development of Nos. 37, 37a, 39, 
and 39a, St. Louis-rd. have been approved by the 
Heusing Committee, who have recommended the 
appointment of Davis, Belfield and Everest as 
quantity surveyors for the scheme, 

ney.Scnoo. ExtTension.—L.C.0, Ed. Com. 
have approved tyne plans for an extension 
to Putney county secondary school which will pro- 
vide a total of 620 laces. The architects are 
Powell and Moya, AA.R.I.B.A., 36, Great Smith-st., 
§.W.1. The est, cost is £426,572 

St. Pancras.—ScnHoo. Extension.—A scheme for 
an extension to Parliament Hill school, est. to cost 
(£252,915, has been prepared by the L.C.C.’s Schools 
Architect. 

Stepney. — Sire Acquisition. — L.C.C. Housing 
Com. propose the acquisition for housing purposes 
of a site of about two acres in Antill-rd. The est. 
cost of acquisition, clearance of existing buildings 
and partial redevelopment of the site is £26,500 

Westminster. eg apy or FLats.—A scheme 
has been prepared by the L.C.C.’s Housi ye 
tect under the direction of the Director of Housing 
and Valuer for the modernisation of Gainsborough- 
bldgs., Millbank estate, at an est. cost of £22,029. 
The scheme provides for the replacement of the 40 
_— at present in the building, by 30 self-contained 


Woolwich.—Garaces.—L.C.C. propose the construc- 
tion of a further 25 garages in three aa on the 
Avery Hill site. The est, cost is £6,525 

Woolwich.—AREA DEVELOPMENT.—The council have 

agreed to a revised master layout for the St. Mary’s 
development plan, 


THE BUILDER 





“THE BUILDER” PRICES 
LEAD INCREASED BY £4 


The Ministry of Materials has announced that 
as from June 25 the price of imported good soft 
pig lead has been increased from £133 to £137 per 
ton delivered consumer’s works. 


LEAD PRODUCTS 


Following the increase to £137 per ton in the Gov- 
ernment-controlled price of lead, Associated Lead 
Manufacturers, Ltd., have issued the following new 
basic prices for their lead products : 

To-day’s 
Basic Price 
per ton 
f° «-¢. 
Genuine English Dry White Lead 

(1 x 8 cwt. cask) 

Genuine Ground English White Lead 

(1 x 5 cwt: cask) 

Genuine Refined English Red Lead 

(1 x S-cwt. cask)... 

Genuine English Powdered "Litharge 

(1 x 5 cwt. cask) 

Genuine Refined English Red Lead 

Ground in Oil (1 x 5 cwt. cask) . 183 0 
English Sheet Lead (1 ton lots) ... .. 161 10 
English Lead Pipe (1 ton lots) . 162 15 
English Lead Shot (1 ton lots) . 168 0 

The above prices are subject to withdrawal and 
alteration without notice. 


VIRGIN ALUMINIUM 


The Ministry of Materials announces that as from 
July 1, the price of virgin aluminium in ingot form is 
increased from £154 to £157 per long ton delivered 
into consumers’ works. For metal in notch bar form 
there will be an addition of £2 10s. at on as at 
present. 


170 5 
189 0 
199 5 
i .'S 
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(PROVINCIAL) 


Abram.—U.D.C. have approved plans for pithead 
a at Abram Colliery, Bolton House-rd., for 


~ Berwick-on-Tweed.—William Weatherhead & Sons, 
Ltd., shipbuilders, Spittal, Berwick-on-Tweed, are 
to extend their shipyard for the building of 
— ~ wet and light steel vessels. 

irkenhead. ©. to issue licence to Boultons 

(Bebington). This for the erection of 9 houses. 
Seek M.E. approval for sketch plans of proposed 
Fender, Woodchurch, C. of E. and Heathley schools. 
To invite tenders for 150 houses. 

Blackwell.—_-R.D.C. to erect 890 miners’ houses 
during 1953 as follows: eee, 540; South Nor- 
manton, 190; and Tibshelf, 

Burton-on-Trent.—T.C. to invite tenders for 32 
flats at Balfour-st. and Craven-st. E.C. propose 
new C.P. School east of Eldon-ave. T.C. to invite 
tenders for alterations to public baths. 

Cardiganshire—C.C. have prepared quantities 
and are to invite tenders for new Cty. Office. 

Carlisie.—Newcastle-on-Tyne Reg. Hosp. Brd. 
propose extensions to radio therapy depar ment at 
Cumberland Infirmary. Architects, Graham & Roy, 
6, Paternoster-row, Carlisle. Ministry a proved 
plans for erection’ of junior school at Harraby. 

T.C. approved plans:—Canteen at Warwick-st., 
for Carlisle Steam Laundry Co., Ltd.; architects, 
Johnston & Wright, 13, Castle-st., Carlisle. Recon- 
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struction of shop at 16, St. Albans-row, for Mag. 
Glassons, Ltd. ; architects, Graham & Rey, Offices 
and toilet block at Blencowe-st., for J. Simpson; 

ar gy gs Be Johnson & Wright. 8 houses at at Crippel 

x en & Son, The Raffles, Carlis'e, 
a ot to —, following pad woe mse —368 houses, 
with John Laing .,, Deewae.. Carlisie ; 
100, with Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London; 56, 
with Barwick Bros., Alpha Mount, Gilsland : w, 
J. F. Johnston, 92, Bolton-st., Workington : 

20, with A. 8. Nixon, Ltd., wther-st., Car. 
lisle; 20, with Irwin & Son (Builders), Ltd. 
with H. V. Ragiehd, Alton-st.; 8, with Herbed 
Cartner & Son, 7, Hart-st.; and 4, with J. Beaty. 

Cariton.— UDA. to erect additional 44 houses at 
Valley-rd., Wotbeskeave and Grange-cres. 

Darlington. —T.C. to negotiate contra for the 
erection of 24 houses at Haughton North and 
between 50 and 60 at Firth sow, arlington. E. A. 
Tornbohm, borough architec 

Derby.—T. have been ia an additional 
allocation of 300 nontraditional houses for this 
year’s aules programme. 

Disley.—U.D.C. have received increased allocation 


m.—R.C. Church is to be built at 
Annfield Plain, Co. Durham. Architect, R. Burke, 
10, Lambton-rd., Newcastle. 

ood.—U.D.C. propose erection of further % 
houses. 


Huddersfield.—E.C. approved alterations at Hill 
House and Wood House Cty. schools. 

Kettering.—R.D.C. pro 8 houses at Gedding- 

fen. 8 at Pytchley, 3 at dington and 6 at Rush- 


Kidsgrove. — U.D.C. seek loan £27,920 for 2 
houses at Link-rd. estate. English Riectric Co., 
Ltd., Stafford, propose erection of a new factory 
at Linley-rd. 

Lanchester.—The R.D.C. is to build a further 18 
houses on the Castleside site. ; 

Liverpool.—Reg. Hosp, Brd. rice alterations 
at Warrington Isolation Hospita!, Aintree Hospital 
and Whiston County Hospital Architects, R. 
Owen & Son, 3, Crosshall-st., Liverpool. Congre- 
gational Authorities propose erection of new hall 
at Bastern-ave., Speke. Architect, Ian McLaren, 
Liverpool. T.C. to erect 10-storey block of 112 flats 
at Sparrow Hall estate. 

Martley (Worcs.).—R.D.C. propose 28 houses at 
Shrawley. 

Nottingham.—T.C. approved plans for laboratory 
and depot at Meadow-la., for Trent River Board, 
£%,000 est. 

Ramsbottom. — U.D.C. approved layout for 8% 
houses and seek additional allocation of 33 houses 
as first stage of Tagg Wood site. 

Rochdale.—B.C. to invite tenders for 11 bunga- 
—_ at Farrow-st. and 6 bungalows at Horse Carrs 
site 

Rugby.—Governors of Rugby School propose ex- 
tensive modernisation of premises. 

efield.—Alterations are proposed to Sedge- 
field Isolation hospital for Newcastle Reg, Hosp. 
Brd.. “ Dunira,”. Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
P. H. Knighton is the Board’s Chief Architect. 

Smethwick.—E.C, received M.E. approval for in- 
fants’ school at rear of The Oval. 

Stalybridge. —B.C. propose branch library at Mill 
brook. Architects, Howard & Benson, 88, Mosley- 
st., Manchester. Seek M.H. approval for 86 dwell- 
ings ot Stamford Park estate and 30 at Copley. 

tockport.—B.C, approved amended layout and to 
prepare quantities for 48 flats at Covent Garden. 
oe Harry S. Fairhurst & Son, 55, Brown- 

Manchester. 

ye to approve layout for 4 
“Gregory Flats’ at Redlands estate. 

Sunderiand.—The Sunderland District Hospital 
Management Committee propose outpatients’ dept. 
at Sunderland Children’s Hospital. 

Warwick.—P.C. Council propose repairs to St. 
Mary's Cellegiate Church, £25,000 est. 

Wellingborough.—U.D.C. porewe Sacre housing 
estate near Northampton-r 

Wellingborough. — R.D.C. propose 10 houses at 
Irchester and 6 at Wollaston. 

West Lancs.—R.D.C. to issue followin 
for erection of houses: Frank Gatley, Lt 
(20), J. & E. Aspinall, Ltd. 
Co., Ltd. & oi. 

Ltd. (20). 

West Lancs. — R.D.C. approved erection of 2% 
houses at Altway, for M.O,W., for officers at Wal- 
ton Prison. 

Whitley Bay.—H. Jewels, builder, 55, Wembley- 
ave., Monkseaton, Whitley Bay, is to build 2 
houses at Whitley Bay for private sake. Plans 
by Stephenson and Gillis, North-st., Saville-row, 
Newcastle. 

Wrexham.—B.C. to invite tenders for shops at 
housing estate. 


sto 2 Seems for 1952. 


licences 
. Lydiate 
_ (18), Sefton Building 
and R. Costain & Sons (Liverpool), 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

§ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Aberdeenshire.—Erection of the new special school 
at Inverurie for CC, Tawse and Allan (F.), archi- 
tects, Union-st., West End, Aberdeen. Excavation, 
brick, building and allied works, *Burnett & Sons. 
Inverurie. Plumbing and sanitary engineering and 
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allied work¢, “Brown Bros., Ltd., Aberdeen. 
Joinery, carpentry and allied works, *Don (Con- 
tractors), Ltd., Inverurie. (Other contracts let.) 
Ashton-under-Lyne.—10 shops and 16 flats at 
Crowhill, and 26 houses at Taunton, for B.C.: 
*Bower Moffatt & Co., Ltd., Manchester. 
Barrhead.—Erection of a housing scheme at 
Bourock-sq. William Baillie & Son (A.), architects, 
‘, West Regent-st., Glasgow. Excavation, brick- 
lilding and allied works, *Hugh Leggett, Ltd., 
parthead, Plumbing, sanitary engineering and 
ied works, *James Wilson & Son, Ltd., Paisley. 
joinery, carpentry and allied works, *A. C. White 
& Sons, Ltd., Glasgow. (Other contracts let.) 
Birkenhead.—Erection of Prenton prim. sch., for 
E.C.: *Wm. ty & Sons, Ltd., Gt. Newton- 
st., Liverpool, 85,000. , 
Birmingham.— hs at Billesley sch., for 
E.C.: *F. Deeley, Ltd., 210, ss st., Harborne. 
Blyth.—94 houses for T.C. Foster, B.E.: 
Rete a (instead of by ‘en as originally 
opose 
Bradford.—Houses for T.C. at Thorpe Edge 
estate: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., London, £450,339 
(300) ; *S. Parker (Bradford), Ltd., 810, Gt. Horton- 
rd., £192,755 (120); 10 at Heights estate: *S. 
Parker (Bradford), Ltd., £15,112; 12 at Eccleshill 
South estate: *Mosleys (Public Works), Ltd., 112, 
Pullan-ave., £18,004; *T. Rae, 3, Green-cl., ‘Bull- 
royd-la., Bradford, £14; 933 age 2B at Kingsley- ave. 
*F. Dalby, 17, Montrose-st., Shipley, £42,000. 
Brighton. —Erection of two additional classrooms 
at Balfour prim. sch., for E.C.: *William Willett, 
Lid., £5,044; and extension to Varndean sec. boys’ 
E.C.: *McKellar & Westerman, Ltd. 


Caithness.—Erection of 18 hoyses at Thurso for 
the council. . Mitchell (A.), architect, Council 
Offices, ty *Alexander’ Hall & Sons 
(Builders), Aberdeen. 

Carlisle.—32 houses at pene. for City Council: 
*John Laing & Son, Ltd., £39 

.* Gheadle.—44 houses at Well- a for R.D.C.: *L. 

— Ltd. 
heisea.—Three additional flats and staircase at 

Block 16a, Cremorne estate, for B.C.: *Holloway 
Br os. (London), Ltd., £8,810. 

_ Coulsdon and Purley.—86 houses at wey 

Sanderstead, for U.D.C.: *A. J. Wait & Co., 

Tide: 138. 

Darlington.—32 houses at Rang tee West site, for 
T.C, E. A. Tornbohm, Boro’ Central-bldgs., 
Darlingten: a Dougill & om, Chestnut-st., 
Darlington, £47,273 

Durham.—Extensions to sch. at Winlaton: 
*Haverys Constructors, Ltd., 38, The Side, New- 

castle-on-Tyne. 

Egham.—50 houses at ioe rd, estate. E. & S., 
Fire Station-bldgs., High-st. 

4. E.. A. Prowting, pat “Windsor ... 

Otterway and Try, Ltd., Egham 
Wazeine. Ltd., Virginia, * esead 4 

Frewin, Ashford, Midd ere 

p ae, Spring 


H. Edwards (Builders), 
Corner, High-st., Feltham, dx. 
Hodgkinson Bros., Ltd., Ashford (section I 

only) 32,103 
pera. Ltd., “Ashford (section. TI only) | 

Gloucester—28 one-bedroom flats at Podsmead 
Farm estate, for City Council: *F. J. Allen & Sons, 
£27,819. 

Gosforth.—126 flats at Regent Farm estate, for 
U.D.C. Clifford Wyld: *R. Bowey & Son, Ltd., Back 
Raby-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 

Haslemere.—36 dwellings at High-la. —— for 
U.D.C.: *Chapman, Lowry & Puttick, Ltd., £46,728. 

Hazel Grove and Bramhall.—438 houses ai Benen 
Fold estate, for U.D.C.: *Vessey Bros. (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., St. Martins-rd., Marple, £59,770. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—24 houses at Barnwell 
—— for U.D.C. W. H. Smith: *Direct labour. 

likley.—60 houses at Burley estate, for U.D.C.: 
tGeo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London (Recc). 

Jarrow.—Extensions to gram. sch., for E.C.: 
*Haverys Consttuctors, Ltd., 38, The Side, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Lanarkshire.—Erection of 64 houses at Annisland. 
Norman MacFadzean (F.), 137, West Regent-st., 
Glasgow. *John Lawrence (Glasgow), Ltd., 
Glasgow. 

Leyton, {my of nine ones at four sites, 
for B.C.: *Reader Bros., £14,358 

Liverpoo!.— External painting ‘of dwellings, 
City Council :—835, Norris Green estate: *J. Pres- 
cott, 2, Corona-bldgs., Liverpool 23, £7,996; 617, 
Lisbrem Farm estate: *Harold Lamb & Co., Ltd., 
41, Utting-ave., Liverpoo] 4, £5,625; 618, Highfield 

384, Springwood estate; 159. Garston 

657 temporary bungalows, Belle Vale 

: *G. Jones & Son, Ltd., 91, Everton-rd., 
Liverpool, £5,772, £4,139, £1,79% and £10,151. 

Construction of 15 flats at Warwick-gdns.: 
*Direct Labour, £25,150; erection of seven houses at 
Princes Park area: *Southend Builders & Decora- 

gin Ltd., Greig-st., Liverpool 8, 
20 garages at Kirkby estate: *Unit Con- 
ie Co., Ltd., Speke Boulevard, Liverpool 18, 
£3,076; erection of children’s home at Croxteth 
and one at Speke: *Unit Construction Co., Ltd., 
£4,515 and £4,809. 
L.C.C.—Erection of Bishop’s Bridge-rd. cty. prim. 
sch. (Paddington Sonth) :— 

Prestige & Co., Ltd., Westminster ... £136,050 
Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., St. Marylebone ... 135,100 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd.. Wandsworth ... 133.420 
Trollope & Colls, Ltd., —— ea 129,832 
Wates, Ltd., Norbury 78 ee 129,780 


for 
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Thomas & Edge, Ltd., Woolwich ... 

J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth... 
A. T. Rowley (Londen), Ltd., Tottenham 128, 
C. P. Roberts & Co.,, Ltd., Holborn... 128,960 
Stewart & Partners, Ltd., St. Marylebone 128,419 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., North 
Cheam 127,542 
be Lawrence & Son, Ltd., Finsbury 


129,524 
129,200 
28,986 


127,127 
¥icd. Lovell & Son, Lid... Paddington 125,850 

*Allen Fairhead & Sons, Ltd., Enfield ... 123,445 
Comparable estimate ‘of # firm of architects in 

private practice responsible for work is £127,963. 
Erection of Putney Park-la. cty. sec. sch, (Wands- 

worth, Putney) :— 

J. Garrett & Sons, Ltd., Wandsworth . £60,824 
William Moss & Sons, Lid., Cricklewood ... 58,669 
Thomas and Edge, Ltd., Woolwich ... 58,600 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, —_ Kingston-on- 
Thames 

Lavender, McMillan, “Ltd, " Worcester Park 

C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn _... 

E. H. Smith (Croydon), vad cates we 
Wates, Ltd., Wandsworth = 

Sir Robert Mc Alpine & Sons, Ltd. ”West- 
minster aus 

Rush & Tomkins, Ltd., ‘Sidcup ae ia 

*Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Wandsworth... 7 
Architect’s comparable estimate is £53,542. 
Construction of 227 flats and 24 maisonettes, in 

12 blocks ranging from three to five storeys in 

height, and other work on the Chartfield-ave. site, 

Wandsworth. The rates and prices in the bills of 

quantities for five of the blocks and other works 

(contract A) will be used to value the cost of the 

rest of the work (contract B). Development will 

include 126 tenants’ stores, two laundries, 10 

garages and two children’s ‘fitted playgrounds: _ 
bey ry Nicholson & Son (Leeds), 


Br ete’ (London), Ltd., “Tottenham... 
2. Boot & Sons, Ltd., Kensington fat 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon ... 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham... 239, 148 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., Kingston- on- 
237,989 
234,262 


234,005 
232,947 
231,717 


wg as 
Lovell & Son, Ltd., Paddington ’ 
a 3 aa (Contractors), Ltd., North 


Cc. Miskin & Sons, Lid., st. Albans ... 
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W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd,, Westminster ... 
W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Lid., West- 
226,242 


minster =~ ewe wes 
& Co, Litd., 
218,917 


*Sir Lindsay 
Holborn x - 
Comparable estimate of director of housing and 
valuer is £231,9 
Construction = uncompleted part (24 flats) of 

Hughes House, a pre-war block of flats at Hughes 

Fields estate, Greenwich, and other works :— 
Truett & Steel, Ltd., Westmi nster ... .. £59,136 
B H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., Kingston- upon- 

haAMes 

—e Richardson’ & Sons, Ltd., Erith 
. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Wembley 

rts & Edge, Lid, Woolwich 

Architect’s comparable estimate is £53,984. 

{London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
for week ending June 21:— 

Yorks: M/Food Coid Store, Leeds, Asphalting 
main roof, Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., 
Ltd., East Ardsley, nr. Wakefield. Derbyshire ; 
Derby, National Milk Testing Service, Vernon-sq., 
Adaptations, G. A. M. Gall, Lid., Ford- st., Derby. 
M/Food, St. Peter’s Churchyard, Adaptations, A. 
Holmes & Sons, Ltd., London-rd. rby. Warwick- 
shire: Birmingham, M/Food Cold Store, Asphalting 
roofs, Ragusa Asphalte Paving Co., Severn-st., Bir- 
mingham. ie Sale, Manchester, National 
Assistance Board, 25, Washway- rd., Extension and 
alterations, R. & J. Willan, Lid., Brooklands- 
rd., Sale, "Manchester. | Cheshire: Crewe, M/Food 
Cold Store, Gresty Green, Crewe, Asphalting main 
roof, Neuchatel ‘Asphalt Co., Eccles-rd., Salford. 
Ross and Cromarty: Kyle of Lochalsh, "W.R.NS. 
Hostel, Kyle, a to form telephone ex- 
change, H. adjey, Ltd., Gournock-st., Glasgow. 
Einemntincdine, Stonehaven, Johnshaven, uir- 
drum, Telephone repeater stations, Pelling and 
Cronshaw, Ltd., Lindsay-st., Arbroath. Westmore 
land : Kirby Lonsdale, Telephone repeater station, 
J. Kitchen, Lowther- terr., Penrith. Glamorgan: 
Swansea, Telephone exchange repeater E. 
Turner & Sons, Ltd., Penarth-rd., Cardiff 

{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts Placed 
by War Dept. for week ended June 

Shropshire: Building work, Geo. Linnecor & Son, 
Ltd., Birmingham 6. Derbys. : Miscellaneous, Kirk- 
land. (Derby), Ltd., Derby. Notts : Building work, 
A. Mason (Contractors), Lid. Mansfield. Northants : 
Miscellaneous, Loakes & Pettit, Ltd., Thrapston. 
Lancs: Buildin work, Hugh Owen & Son, i 
Stockport. Norfolk : Miscellaneous, Oliver Staines & 
Son, Swaffham; Roadwork, F. R. Freeman, Lid., 
Stifikey. London: Miscellaneous, A. J. Wait & 
Ltd., Wallington. Essex: Painting and decorating, 
G. Jones & Son (Contractors), Ltd., Kensington, W.8. 
Middz: Electrical installation, Electrical Installa- 
tions, Lt London, 8.W.1 1 Wilts: Painting and de- 
corating, Clark & Fenn, Ltd., London, S.W.4. 


Mansfield. —96 houses at Ladybrook-la. estate: 
*Direct Labour, £111,536 (subject to Ministry 


approval). Z 
Middlesbrough. — Erection Brambles-Thorntree 
Authorities. Architect, 


R.C. Primary Sch. for R.C, 
T. Crawford, 82, Borough-ed., Middlesbrough : 
quantity surveyors, Turner and Ing, 2, Garden-st., 
Darlington: *Thorntor Construction Co., Ltd., BD, 
Bridge- rd., Stockton-on-Tees. 
tle-on-Tyne.—Roads and sewers in connec- 


226,307 


Parkinson 





Rush & Tompkins,’ Ltd., : 219,438 
*Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd. Westminster 211,937 
Comparable estimate of appointed | architects, 
Construction of three-storey block of 12 flats and 
106 _— at Ocean igre Stepney :— 
W. .. £275,476 
Pine ‘& Kirk, Ltd., Waatemerth aaa =e 
E. Clarke & Sons, Ltd., Addlestone . 235,878 
233,092 
Leslie & Co., Ltd., Kensington os 233.089 
Percy Bilton, Ltd., Westminster ... 232,880 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd.. Woolwich ... er 
E. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Croydon ... 
WHT, ss awd 
aA 
j e 
metal windows 
\ f 
¢ 
? a 
AYGEE LTD., 
100, Westminster Bridge Road, LONDON, S.E.1 


William Moss & aa Lid., Cricklewood |.. 217,468 
Messrs. Lanchester & Lodge, is £219,326 
Chivers & Sons, Devizes 
257,751 
Wilson Lezatt & Sons, Ltd,, Westminster 
A . Rowley (London), Lid., Tottenham 232,859 
W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham 
¢ a 
4, & 
‘phone: WATerloo 6314 (10 lines) 


A product of England’s Largest Glazing Contractors 


tion with the building of multi-storey flats at Long- 
benton, for City Council. P. Parr, City E.: {Sir R. 
McAlpine & | oom Ltd., Star-bldgs,, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne, £328,944 

New ‘maiden. —New offices at Burlington-rd., 

The Decca Navigator, Ltd. Architects, Ley Col- 
beck & Partners, Palmerston House, 51, Bishops- 
gate, E.C.2: *Baileys Builders & Contractors, Ltd., 
2, George-rd,, New Malden, Surrey, £6,903. 

New Zealand.—Auckland Harbour Bridge. Free- 
man, Fox & Partners, London, consulting engineers: 
tCleveland Bridge & Engineering % Dar- 
lington, and Dorman Long & , Lid, Middles- 
brough. £4,236,036. 

Nuneaton.—101 “No Fines” houses at Cam 
Hill estate, for B.C.: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd. 
(subject to Ministry approval). 

Perth.—Erection of 46 houses for the council. 
— Penman (F.), architect, Municipal-chbrs., Tay- 

Perth. *Robert G. Tarran & Sons, Ltd., Perth. 
wo —Two blocks of 4 shops and maisonettes 
at Dales estate, for T.C. B.E., Municipal-bldgs. : 
*w. A. King & Sons, North Ormesby, Middles- 
borough, £32,960. 

Rotherham.—Houses for B.C.: *C. Earnshaw 
(Rotherham), Ltd., Coke-la., Westgate, Rotherham 
(66); *Cooper & Kimber, Ltd., Wood-la., Wiskers- 
ley, Rotherham (58), 

Rothesay and Kilchattan Bay, Bute.—Erection of 
new houses which are to be erected at Port Banna- 
tyne housing site, Rothesay, and Kilchattan Bay 
site. Robert Rennie (F.), architect, Hamilton- st., 
Sal teoats-Ardrossan. Excavation, brick and build- 
ing works, ete., *James Allan and Johnstone, Ltd.., 
Glasgow, £9,938. Joinery, carpentry and allied 
works, *Iain MacCallum. Lochgilp haed, Loch Gilp, 
Argyllshire, £6,538. (Other conteacts iet.) 

Salford—48 flats at Bury-st., for T.C.: *Unit 
Construction Co., Ltd., Liverpool, £34,316. 

Scottish Special Housing Association Limited — 
Contracts placed : 

(1) Site Servicing. 

Crosshill and Meadows, Campbeltown, 60 B.I.S.F. 
100 Weir. Burgh Surveyor, Campbeltown, layout of 
open spaces. Valley- gdns., Kirkcaldy, 26 tradl., 
S.ES. Electricity Board, Dunfermline, electric 
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service cables. Skye, 8 timber, J. T. L. Parkinson, 
41, Tomnahurich-st., Inverness, ' water supply. Fores 
try Commission, North of Scotland, 2% tradl., J. T. L. 
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; electrical 
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Parkinson, 41, Tomnahurich-st., Inverness, water 
supply, Mains of Fintry, Dundee, 450 houses North 
of Scotland Hydre Electric Broad, Edinburgh, elec- 
tric Mains —s 
‘ House Erection 

Whiteside, w. thian, 72 Crud 
Board, 25, Chester-st., "Edinburg 
Moltonhall Midlothian, 100 Dunedi 
Board, 15, Calton Hill, Edinburgh, gas supplies. 
Falside- rd., Bothwell, 10 tradl., Scottish Gas Board. 
Uddingston, Lanarkshire, gas supplies. Lamlash, 
Bute, 4 tradl., Angus B. Duncan, Lamlash, brick; 
F. @. Marriot, 17, Hamilton- ter., Lamlash, joiner; 
Crawford and Barbour, Lamlash, plumber; George 
Shaw, Norwood, Lamlash, plaster ; homs and Bell, 
2, Tullis-st., Glasgow, slater and roughcast; F. G. 
Marriott 17. Hamiulton-ter., Lamlash, glazier; Craw- 
ford and Barbour, Lamlash, electrical. Inchmyre, 
Kelso, 51 tradl., John Martin and Son, Ltd., Edin- 
burgh, excavator. and brick; William Hogg, 25, Kirk 
Wynd, Selkirk, joiner; Miller and Tait, 16, Drum- 
lanrig-sq., Hawick, electrical; W. W. Muir, 149, 
High-st., prestonpans, Roughcast. Inchmyre, Kelso, 
51 trad!., James Thow, Ltd., Edinburgh, giazier; A. 
Hogarth and Son, 13, Wood "Market, Kelso, painter ; 
W. Mavorbanks, 23, Weirgate-st., Boswell plaster 
and plumber. Muiredge, Buckh haven, 50 Duned nedin, 
Alliance Construction (Scotland), Limited, 7, Ward- 
rd., Dundee, aj! trades. Hayshead, Ar broath, 
various, R. R. MoGlashen, James-st., Arbroath, 
stock proof boundary fencing. Gorebridge and Mid- 
lothian, 86, Cruden, Kinsley Brothers, Gore 
bridge, boundary fencing ; Rosewell, Midlothian 12 
tradl., Kingsley Brothers, iis Gorebridge, timber 
plates to metal windows; J. W. Hodgson and Son, 
3, High-st., Bonnyrigg. power lugs. an — 
Haddington, 46 trad! Hadd and Son, 66, 

rd., Edinburgh, plumber. 

4 tradl., Scottish Gaa Board, Alexandria, gas services, 
Lamlash, Bute, 4, tradl., Boyla and_ Lockie, 
Nettlehurst Cotta “a Lamlash, ainter. Si: hthill, 
Edinburgh, 2 tim Ss. E. 8. lectricity ard, 
Dewar-pl., Edinburgh, electricity services. Brora, 
Sutherland, 12 tradl., J. and G. B. Mackay, 41, 
st., Inverness, brick ; C. MacDonald and Son, 7-9, 
Friars-la., Inverness, "joiner. Po aed Avenue, Bis 
ton, 4 tradl., Durastic, Lid., Glasgow, floor finish- 
ing. Cadder-rd., Glasgow, “10 no-fines, 8. W. §&., 
Electricity Board, 206, St. Vincent-st., Glasgow, 
services. Wattocraies Midlothian, 20 
trad!., Lawrence Gray, 133, North High-st., Mussel- 
burgh, plumber. 
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Work undertaken by 8. 8S. H. A. Direct Labour 


Organisation. 
(1) Site Servicing 
Cadder-rd., Glasgow : 3rd development. 
(2) House a. 
Paris Avenue, Denny, Swedish tim’ 
trades except plumber on electric. etn 
Cumnock, 16 tradl., all trades except plumber and 


electric. 

Maintenance. 

Larkfield, Greenock, 300 no-fines, . Fi hw 
Marpory-dr., Paisley - West End, Arma- 
dale, 24 tradl., T Scott, Castle- __: Edinburgh 
painter. Bridgend, Bathgate, %, tradl., J. A. ti 
and Son, 36, West Main-st., ‘A iale, painter. 
Race oe Bathgate, 92 timber, J. A. Scott and 
Son, West Main- st., Armadale, painter, Spring- 
hill ate 26 tradl., Mason, 7, Hamilton- ws 
Bellshill, painter, Rigside, Douglas, 62 tradl., 
Mason, 7, Hamilto — —o painter. Portiand 
Park, ’Galston 62, Torrance and 
20, Po lsworth-st., Bemien.” petat er. 

Sevenoaks.—24 Unity flats and 4 Loge ay at 
Riverhead, for R.D.C.: tWalter Smith, £56,042. 

Stalybridge. —28 houses at Stamford par estate, 
for B..: . G. West, Ltd., Brinnington, Stock- 
port, £8, ns 

Stookton-on-Tees.—400 houses, for T.C. 
Hartley, Boro’ A., 28, The S mene, Stockton: 

Fox & Co., Norton-rd.. Nor 40 (200) ; 
Fordy & Son, Bosthousela., Stockton-on-Tees, 
£283,540 (200). 
Stoke-on-Trent.—Erection of residential accom- 
ones at Mill Hill Farm estate, for City Council: 
*Dickinson (Burslem), -» £4 

Stone.—12 houses and 4 fiats with garages at 
Barlaston Park a for R.D.C.: *Sambrook 
(Bursiem), Ltd., £32,140. 

Tettenhall. ten houses at weemea —. - 
U.DEL. W. Mason, M.I-Mun. &S8 
Hallett & Sons, Manby'si, Wolverhampton zi; sr 

Wellin —Houses for U.D.C.: “Drury & 
Co., Ltd., Wel vate (6); *Drabble Oonstrection 
see Ltd., Wellingborough (30). 

Widnes.—Erection of 14 } ae at a 
rd., for B.C. H. Neville-Player (A.), Boro’ 
Brendan ll Widnes-rd. Quantiti 
and Wainwright, St. Helens: *J. J, Gallagher & 
Co, 11, Birchfield-rd., Widnes. 

Wigan —Reconstruction eework to premises at 
yao. for Joan Bar Ltd. Architects, 

———- & Gillis, North: = Saville-row, New- 
castle-on-Tyne : *Hawthorn Construction Co., 
Bootle, Lancs. 

Woolwich.—24 flats at Rectory-pl., for B.C.: 
*Direct labour, £52,891 (subject ‘to Ministry 
approval). 


Workington.—Construction of new grammar 

a for Cumberland E.C. County rchitect, 
Haughan, Portland-sq., Carlisle: *Thomas 

Gontiauee & Co., Ltd., Cockermouth, £250,000. 
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